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EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP  
Squadron Executive Officer                                         
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The New York Governing Board (GB) Meeting of 2007 
is officially part of the history of USPS.  We now need 
to deal with some of the decisions that were made 
there.  As you know the Bridge/Executive Committee, 
(the Board of Directors for your squadron) has several 
functions to perform each year; they carry out the 
ceremonial functions of the Squadron, and they direct 
the business of the squadron while insuring our 
continued financial success.  And it is now time for 
them to consider a change in the way that the 
squadron operates in respect to a new member's 
initiation fees.  For many years the squadron has paid 
each new member's initiation fee of $10. This was 
decided in order to keep the fees for each new 
member to a minimum.  This was a very generous 
decision and undoubtedly helped account for a portion 
of our continued increase in membership.  The GB has 
decided that it is necessary to increase the initiation 
fee to $25 and change it to cover the entire family.  
This is a good incentive for entire families to join.  But 
Fort Vancouver, because of its procedures; will have to 
hold more fundraisers or move this cost to our new 
members in order to maintain a balanced budget.  As a 
result, the Bridge would like to hear the thoughts of the 
membership in order to make a decision that reflects 
how the majority is thinking.  Please contact someone 
on the bridge and let us know how you feel about this 
new situation.  We welcome your thoughts and 
suggestions. 
 

The GB also approved several other housekeeping 
items and one other dues item that will change the 
amount that family members will pay.  They reduced 
the amount that the total family will pay after the 
second member in order to increase the amount of 
members that might come from each individual family. 
We can only hope that this will become a great selling 
point to increase our total membership. 
 

 
 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

 
September has always been one of my favorite 
months on the river.  The pace seems slower and 
more relaxed.   
 

You may have heard that the King County Sheriff 
made 137 BUI (Boating while intoxicated) arrests 
during a Seafest celebration in Seattle in August.  
The annual Seafest celebration includes an unlimited 
hydroplane race on Lake Washington.  The arrests 
were made during a 3-day weekend period.  That is 
an alarming number of dangerous boaters in one 
small area.  I remember when bringing a cooler of 
beer on the boat for a hot day was expected many 
years ago.  I thought this had changed but maybe 
not.  Always be alert for the unexpected on a hot day 
on the river.    
 

One of the most common overlooked items we find 
when we do vessel safety checks is expired flares. 
The Coast Guard requires daytime and nighttime 
distress signal devices on boats over 16 feet, and 
flares will fulfill this requirement.  Flares expire 42 
months after manufacture according to Coast Guard 
regulations.  Keep at lease three flares current but 
old flares will normally still operate for a long time 
after expiration so you can keep them for 
emergency.  Keep flares in and airtight bag or 
container to keep them fresh. 
 

If you have ever run aground on the river, and 
unlikely event for Power Squadron members, make a 
note of the location.  The Co-op charting department 
is hoping to start recording the river depths in our 
local area.  Areas that are not accurate on the charts 
are of particular interest.  We will keep you advised 
of how to report your info. 
 

Have a great month.  Please contact me if you have 
ideas or questions. I look forward to seeing you on 
the river. 
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMANDER’S 
MESSAGE 
Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN 
Squadron Commander 

 



 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT  
Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, AP 
Squadron Administrative Officer 

 
WOW… where has the summer gone!!  Our squadron 
picnic at Battleground State Park was a big hit. We 
had a great turn out, even with everyone’s busy 
schedule.   The weather was great it was fun for the 
whole family.    
 

 We haven’t had a potluck/meeting in three months.  I 
miss all of you.  Our September meeting will be at the 
PUD building located at 1200 Ft Vancouver Way at 
6:30 pm.  The meeting will be the second week in 
September instead of the third week due to scheduling 
problems so mark your calendars for September 13.  I 
have booked a really interesting speaker!!  Have you 
ever wondered what the barge pilots can see when 
they are next to you while traveling on the river?  Paul 
Amos, a Columbia River Pilot and current President of 
the Columbia River Pilots Association, will give us a 
short presentation on what they do and how they 
interact with the recreational boater.  There will be 
plenty of time for you to ask questions.  
 

In addition, Jon Kolstad, our squadron photographer, 
has planned a slide show presentation showing photos 
from all of our cruises and activities this year.   If you 
missed out on the fun, here’s your chance to see what 
you missed  
 

We have a cruise planned for the weekend of Sept. 
20th to Portland’s River Place on the Willamette River. 
If you need more info contact Kathy Kolstad.  
 

For those new members in our squadron, the October, 
November and December meetings follow a different 
format;   
 

October’s meeting will be a multi-squadron meeting. 
Here is a great chance for you to meet members from 
the other squadrons. Details will be provided in the 
October issue of the Lookout. 
 

November is a special month.  Each November the 
squadron holds a dinner to honor the people who have 
contributed in a big way to the success of our 
squadron, our 43 Past Commanders.  All members are 
welcome and encouraged to attend this special event.  
It will be held at Green Meadows Country Club in 
Vancouver.  There will be music after dinner for your 
enjoyment so bring your dancing shoes. 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Once again, our fall class schedule is approaching 
fast. If you haven’t visited the squadron website for 
the class schedules, please do so soon. As you will 
notice on the schedule, Weather, Engine Mainten-
ance, Seamanship and Instructor Development are 
all starting in September. Space is available in all 
courses, but it is important for those interested in 
taking classes to sign up as soon as possible.  
 

Let’s make this year a fun and interesting year of 
boating education by continuing to take courses. It’s 
the most important benefit you get by belonging to 
USPS. Don’t pass up the opportunity to learn more! 
 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you in classes in 
the near future. 
 

LT/C Al Griggs, JN 
(360) 891-7029 
agriggs7@comcast.net 
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EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C Al Griggs, JN 
Squadron Education Officer 



 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT  Cont. 
 
December’s Meeting is our annual Holiday Potluck and 
Lady Skippers Bake Sale.  This meeting will be held 
December 13th at the Barbarton Grange Hall. Our 
featured guests will be Santa and his helper so plan to 
bring the little ones.  
 

You will receive more information in the upcoming 
Lookouts.  Remember you can always call me if you 
have any questions or ideas for these events. 
 

Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, AP 
Phone 360 896-5261 
nancybett@msn.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE  Cont. 
 
The GB also approved our District's new Flag, and we 
hope to have a sample available soon. As most of you 
know, our own member and Past Commander, Larry 
Snyder designed the flag. We hope that many of our 
members would fly this beautiful District flag along with 
their squadron burgee.  
 

As we move into the fall, we will begin our monthly 
membership meeting and dinner. Our Administrative 
Officer, Nancy Bettencourt, has put some great ideas 
into action for interesting, educational, and fun get-
togethers.  Please check the schedule and come join 
us as we get to know our new members, give them 
their membership pin and certificate of membership, 
and introduce them to the squadron membership.  We 
do this to help them feel a part of the great squadron 
that we have built over the many years.  Come and be 
a part of the activities and have fun  with us…! 
 

Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ft Vancouver Sail met at Hayden Bay on August 
12th for Man Overboard practice.  Unfortunately only 
6 were in attendance.  We had a tutorial on the 
subject in the swimming pool room provided by 
Larry Snyder and Ed Lindsey.  New member Bob 
Wright recorded the tutorial and we hope to play it at 
one of our breakfast meetings.  We used Ed's 37' 
Hunter to demonstrate hoisting a victim (me) aboard 
using the main halyard and a winch.  We then 
practiced retrieving a float in the river using the 
figure 8 and quick stop methods.  We did pretty well 
but practice is important beforehand. 
  

We will resume regular Saturday 9AM breakfasts at 
Sunrise Bagel, 808 Harney St, Vancouver, on 
September 9, and then every other Saturday except 
holidays.  Check the web site calendar for dates.  
Sorry if there has been confusion about the 
breakfasts this summer, but many have been away 
or busy so the breakfasts were come if you wish. 
  

I have a number of topics for discussion such as 
what is the "ideal boat", heavy weather, etc.  I am 
hoping sailors will come to the cruise at River Place, 
September 23rd, going as a group for bridge 
openings.  Let me know if you have an interest. 
 

Steve Zinsmeister 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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REGISTRATION FORM FOR DISTRICT 32 
2006 FALL COUNCIL &  CONFERENCE 

 

6 - 7 October 2006 
 

Location: Red Lion Inn, 1313 N. Bayshore Drive, Coos Bay, OR 97420 
 

Accommodations:  A block of rooms has been reserved for both Friday and Saturday nights for USPS members 
and their guests.  Room rates are $70.00 plus 8% tax – double/single occupancy.  To assure a room at the rate 
shown, reservations should be made no later than 14 September 2006.  Contact the Red Lion directly at 541-267-
4141 and make sure to tell them you are with the United States Power Squadrons. 
 

Conference Information:  (There is no charge to attend the Conference. The only charge is for meals.) 
 

 Friday Evening: 1700 - 1800 Registration – South Umpqua Room 
    1800 - 1930 Informal No Host Dinner in Red Lion Restaurant 
    1930 - 2100 Welcome Reception for R/C Alan W. Lakin, SN  

         in the D/32 Hospitality Suite – Room 100  
 

~  Dress:  Blazer or Mufti* (Tie Optional)  ~   

  

 Saturday:  0700 - 0830 Commander’s No Host Breakfast & P/D/C No Host Breakfast 
      in the Red Lion Restaurant 
    0730 - 0830 Registration & Teaching Aids on display – South Umpqua Room 
    0830 - 0930 Fall District Council 
    1000 - 1600 Fall District Conference (Lunch 1200 – 1300) 
 

~  Dress: Team Casual (Squadron, District 32, or USPS shirt) ~ 
 

 Spouse activities: 
    0900 - 1500 Spouses’ Tour to Lighthouse & other unique sites –  

Meet in Hotel Lobby – Casual Dress 
      Lunch on your own – Transportation to be provided 
     

 Saturday Evening:  
    1800 - 1900 Social Hour - No Host Bar - South Umpqua Room 
    1900 - 2100 Dinner and Awards 

 

~  Dress: Blazer, or Mufti*  ~ 
*  Mufti: Appropriate Business Attire 

 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN WITH YOUR RESE RVATIONS BY 14 SEPTEMBER 2006 

 

Make checks payable to Coos Bay Power Squadron and mil to: 
Coos Bay Power Squadron, PO Box 211, Coos Bay, OR 97420 

 

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact P/C Craig Beyer, AP 
at 541 290-3957 or cbeyer@blm.gov  

 
Name(s):_______________________________________________________  Squadron:_________________________ 
 
 Conference Lunch 
  Build your own sandwich #______ Cost: $18.00 Amt:________ 
 

 Dinner        
  Northwest Bounty Buffet #______ Cost: $29.00 Amt:________ 
 

 Spouse Activity #______ Cost: $20.00 Amt:________ 
 
      TOTAL:  $___________ 
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Fly Your Squadron Burgee! 
 

                          $20.00 
 

For These & Other Items 
Call FVSPS Ship Storekeeper 

  Janett Chandler @ 360 837-1817 
 

 



 

 
 

ULTIMATE WATER TRAILS ADVENTURE  

The Chuck Rudkin Version 
 

This is a ‘good news, bad news’ story of the ‘Ultim ate 
Water Trails Adventure’ to Lake Chelan.  As a preface, 
I’ll say the trip was an exercise in team support, and a 
great example that the group is stronger than the 
individual members are.  And I’ll add that I wouldn ’t 
trade this memory for anything, along with the stro ng 
bond that grew with each passing day.  In each of the 
days that followed, you will note the good that wen t 
along with each bad thing that happened, and will 
appreciate the value of good comrades. 
 

Fred and Linda (Pickering) met Barby and I Sunday 
morning (August 12 th) at Ridgefield Junction, and I 
expressed concern over the lightweight trailer unde r 
my boat.  Fred and I both had temperature sensors to 
check things now and then, so we headed toward our 
destination up I-5 to Mary’s Corner, and on to Lake  
Chelan.  We stopped at the first rest stop, and my tires 
and hubs were just warm, so we continued on. 
 

We stopped for fuel the other side of White Pass, and 
no heat problems, but when we were on the way down 
the long slope to Ellensburg, Fred’s trailer started to 
sway.  It wasn’t long before his trailer was throwi ng 
off rubber shrapnel, and his left rear tire disinte grated!  
The bad news was, he couldn’t get the jack under the 
axle.  The good news; I had a piece of fire wood he 
rolled the front tire onto, and lifted the boat and  trailer 
high enough to change the tire.  More good news; he 
had a spare, but the bad news was, it didn’t fit.  Good 
news again; my spare did fit! 
 

We rolled into Ellensburg, and finally found the on ly 
tire shop that was open.  The owner called his supplier 
who was having a barbecue with his family, and Fred  
bought three new tires for the trailer.  Once again, we 
were on the way to Lake Chelan. 
 

When we rolled into 25 Mile Campground on Lake 
Chelan, we expected to find Ron & Leslie (Holeman) 
tied up and ready to go, but he had just arrived ah ead 
of us, one day late.  We all settled in for the night on 
the docks at 25 Mile Campground, and watched the 
beautiful sun  set over the mountains and foothills 
surrounding the lake.  

�
�
�
�
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Water Trails continued 
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
After an early morning walk and quick breakfast, we  
headed out on the lake.  I was just idling along, 
waiting for Ron to depart.  Fred was well ahead of 
us, and the lake was smooth and quiet until my boat  
alarm went off.  Suddenly, everyone was on the dock 
looking out to see what was happening, and Barby 
was about to panic.  At the same time, the Lady of 
the Lake was passing, and we were sideways to her 
wake, so we were rolling violently from side to sid e.  
Now Barby did panic! 
 
My motor was over heated, and caused the alarm to 
go off.  I called Fred on my radio, but he didn’t 
respond.  I waved, and he didn’t see me.  Finally, 
‘Little Bear’ turned around to see what was holding  
me up, and they saw me waving.  It’s then we 
learned how to tow!  Fred was able to land both 
boats in the marina, which was no small task, and 
was tied up, ready to diagnose the problem.  We 
decided it must be the fresh water pump, and we 
had to haul the boat out to repair it.  God bless Fred 
for volunteering to do the repairs, because it’s a 
really small engine compartment, and the motor was 
hot!  I drove to Chelan where we were able to get the 
needed parts, and two hours later, we were back on 
the water. 
 
The wind started to come up about the time we 
reached Graham Harbor, so we turned in for the 
evening.  The docks are in the lea of an outcropping 
that protected us from the wind, but the rollers ca me 
in from the lake most of the night and kept the doc ks 
clanging.  There are two outhouses up on the knoll, 
which required traversing fifty or sixty stair step s 
(Barby says there’s only about 30), and a climb up 
the hill, but we didn’t see any snakes, so we made 
the trip.  Once on top, you could see for miles up the 
lake, and the sunset was awesome!  We fished for a 
time, and caught the only fish of the trip; three p ike-
minnows!  The three boats were alone Monday 
night, and the evening dock-talk and fine wine drew  
even us closer together as a group. 

 

continued on page 7 
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Tuesday: 
 

The next morning, the lake was flat and quiet.  As we 
traveled up the lake we had to match Fred’s speed 
because anything over 1,500 RPM would cause his 
motor to overheat.  I’ll explain this later, but af ter 
traveling a couple of hours, Fred and I were ready to 
take a fishing break, so we pulled in around Lucern e 
and dropped in our lines.  Barby made some lunch, 
and just drifting along in this pristine paradise w ith 
plenty of food and a line in the water made the 
previous problems and concerns just disappear.   After 
being convinced that the fish were somewhere else, 
Fred and I decided to continue on to Stehekin.  I 
looked out to see if ‘My Lady’ was following, but t hey 
were just sitting in the middle of the lake, dead i n the 
water.  I tried to call on the radio to no avail, s o we 
went out to wake them up while the ‘Little Bear’ we nt 
on up lake.  As I approached ‘My Lady’, I saw Ron 
down in the motor well, pouring gas into the 
carburetor.  I heard his engine turn over and start  and 
immediately stop again.  After repeating this sever al 
times, his batteries were running down, and the mot or 
was dead. 
 

Once again, I learned how to tow, and this time the 
‘F18’ was the tow vehicle.  We were able to dock at 
Refrigerator Campgrounds just down lake from 
Lucerne.  Ron has a generator, and insisted that we go 
ahead and catch up with ‘Little Bear’.  We felt 
comfortable with that because there was a Forestry 
Station there, and Ron could get more help if needed. 
 

We pulled into Stehekin as the wind was coming up 
again, and docked with the wind to our backside (a big 
mistake).  As we walked around the shops, we were 
told about the great bakery up the road two miles.  
Others had noted this as a ‘must see’ destination also, 
so we caught the bus headed up the valley some 
twelve miles or so to a lodge.  Oh the pies, the 
turnovers, the croissants, the everything!  It was 
heaven.  After two hours of filling the emptiness i n us, 
we caught the bus on his way back, and when we 
arrived in Stehekin, we found that Ron had caught u p, 
and ‘My Lady’ was docked inside facing the wind (a 
smart decision on his part).  By then the wind had 
began to roar at about 30 miles an hour.  The waves 
threw the boats around, and I thought the cleat was 
going to come off on our starboard side.  I double tied 
the boat, and put up the rest of the canvas top to give 
us some shelter.  Barby learned about ‘sea legs’ that 
night.                              …to be continued next month…  
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6:30 PM, Wed, Sept 13 th 
Clark County PUD Community Room 

1200 Ft Vancouver Way 
 

Squadron Potluck/Meeting 
(bring a dish to share) 

 

Guest Speaker: Capt Paul Amos 
Columbia River Pilot  

 
 Hear first hand the challenges and 
 obstacles faced when navigating the 
 large ships to their final destination along
 the 100 mile shipping channel of the  
 Columbia River.  
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AFT CABIN W/ KING BED, HEAD & TILE SHOWER, FOREPEAK CABIN 
W/OWN ELECTRIC HEAD, GALLEY W/ NEW FRIDGE & MICROWAVE, 
NEW UPHOLSTERY, NEW CANVAS, SALON W/ FLEXSTEEL INCLINER,  
SONY TV & DOLBY 5.1 "BOAT THEATER", REMOTE CONTROL CD, 
AIR CONDITIONER, DICKENSON DIESEL FIREPLACE, 110V 
BASEBOARD HEATERS, NEW HULL & BOTTOM PAINT, NEW CANVAS, 
GPS, ELECTRIC WINDLASS, BOTTOM SURVEY NOV. 05, 8' DINGY, 
431C.U. GAS LINCOLNS 2050 HRS. - RUN GREAT - EXCELLENT 
COMPRESSION, OIL CHANGE SYSTEM, NEW HOSES, IMPELLERS & 
PORT HEAT EXCHANGER, 6.5KW KOHLER GENSET, 1500W 
INVERTER, 6-6V HOUSE BATTERIES, ESPAR DIESEL FURNACE 
(NEEDS MOTOR), MUCH MORE… 
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CHECK THE LINK 
http://www.pacifier.com/~blesses/Encore_ChrisCraft.html 
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SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Bob Cravens, SN ..............................................................................360 694-0434 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER:. Stafford Campbell, AP...........................................................360 574-8998 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Nancy Bettencourt, AP ...................................................360 896-5261 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Al Griggs, JN......................................................................360 891-7029 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Larry Snyder, AP ....... ………………………………….503 737-1509 
SECRETARY: Josh Green, AP…………………………………………………………….503 310-5326 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP…………………………………………………………..360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Jan Bue…………………………………………………360 574-0251 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP..............................................................................503 247-7008 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, AP............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Leslie Holeman..……………………………………..360 750-5766 
LADY SKIPPER: Jerri MacGregor. .............................................................................360 263-1202 
SEA SCOUT LIAISON: Larry Snyder, AP…….…………………………………………....503 737-1509 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is 
listed below under “Coming Events” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW 
Burnie Drive in Vancouver 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in 
July, August, September & January 
 

COMING EVENTS   
 

SEPT 8              REEL PEOPLE  FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
SEPT 9              FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
SEPT 9              WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
SEPT 13            FORT VANCOUVER SQUADRON MEETING?POTLUCK – Cark County PUD, Vancouver 
SEPT 14            LADY SKIPPERS OUTDOOR LUNCHEON – Rosemary Griggs Home, Vancouver               
SEPT 16-17       WATER TRAILS CAMPING CRUISE  – Hoods Canal 
SEPT 22            REEL PEOPLE  FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
SEPT 23            FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
SEPT 23            WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
SEPT 22-24       TRI-SQUADRON CRUISE – Portland Riverplace, Portland 
SEPT 27            BRIDGE MEETING – Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
OCT 6                REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
OCT 7                FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
OCT 7                WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
OCT 6-7             District 32 FALL COUNCIL & CONFERENCE – Coos Bay, Oregon  
                  

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  P/C KATHY KOLSTAD, AP 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
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VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
www.fvsps.org 
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