NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S
MESSAGE

Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN
Squadron Commander

Py

One of the nicest duties of being Commander is
recognizing people that have preformed a duty to help
the Squadron or USPS in general. Last month we
recognized West Marine and their store in Delta Park
for allowing us to use their facilities to hold classes and
for giving our members discounts on purchases. This
month we recognize Boater's World at Jantzen Beach,
the Petlock’'s and the International Air Academy of
Vancouver for the use of classroom space. We also
want to thank Lloyd Davis of Davis Marine for
recruiting class members and for providing great
service to our members. Please think of these people
and companies if you or friends need services and
materials. We should support the people that help and
support us!

| want to praise the Education Department and those
who have helped to organize, teach and/or proctor
classes. Thanks in big part to the work of John Cruz
and his Public Relations Committee, during the past
six months Fort Vancouver has given public boating
classes to over 130 students. This amounts to a
HUGE PUBLIC SERVICE. Please, wherever you find
the opportunity, tell the folks you meet where they can
learn about safety on the water; how to anchor, safe
fishing among the tug and barges on the “big river”,
and what those five short horn blasts mean. Great job
people!

If you came to the Sept. potluck at the PUD, you saw
the pictures taken at all the fun events the squadron
enjoyed during the summer. Jon Kolstad put together

a great running picture show thanks to the
photographic support of many participants of the
various summer activities. There were pictures of
several cruises including Beacon Rock and
Government Island, the Pirate Cruise, the Long Cruise
this year to Astoria, the Water Trails trip to Lake
Chelan, and the land cruise to Battle Ground Lake
State Park for the squadron’s annual picnic. They all
had two things in common; squadron members having
fun and lots of great food for everyone. We do food
well, but we do fun even better. There are lots of great
events planned for the upcoming months. LET'S GO
HAVE EVEN MORE FUN!

EXECUTIVE
DEPARTMENT

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP
Squadron Executive Officer

1

| can not believe that October is here already. |
knew that great summer weather would spoil me.
Maybe Global Warming isn't so bad after all! Fall
means football, the World Series and great late
season cruising on the river. The Halloween cruise
has always been one of my favorites.

Fuel prices have been coming down lately which is
great news for us power boaters. In many parts of
the country gasoline is now being blended with
ethanol. The new gasoline fuel blends that are
mixed with ethanol have been causing a lot of
serious problems for boat owners with fiberglass fuel
tanks. The ethanol can dissolve the fiberglass resin
used in the tanks and create a plastic sludge. This
has caused boaters with these tanks to replace the
tanks, the fuel systems and the engines. If you have
fiberglass fuel tanks beware of the ethanol blends.
You may want to look into replacing your tanks.

If you need new life jackets keep an eye out for
discounts. This time of year most of the boating
supply stores have sales on and life jackets are
usually on sale. The new PFDs continue to get
smaller and more comfortable.

There is a great article in the Ensign this month on
boat engine compartment fires submitted by our
neighbors in District 16 (Seattle) They did some
hands on research on this subject. One of their main
conclusions is that you should have a way to attack
the fire without opening the engine hatches to
prevent flare up. | have several holes in my cabin
floor over the engines that are the exact size of the
fire extinguisher outlet. | also have an automatic
system in the engine compartment. The automatic
systems come in all sizes and are very simple to
install. | highly recommend them and so will your
insurance company.

Have a great month. | look forward to seeing you on
the river. Please contact me if you have ideas or
questions.

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP
360-574-8998 sales@scpackaging.com




ADMINISTRATIVE
DEPARTMENT

Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, AP
Squadron Administrative Officer
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It was great to see all your smiling faces at the
September meeting! Our next potluck/meeting will be
at 6:30 PM on October 18" at the Clark County PUD
building, located at 1200 Fort Vancouver Way. Our
speaker will be Capt Chris Bryant from the Port of
Portland Fire Dept. Water Rescue Team. The primary
mission of the Water Rescue Team is to rescue
passengers and crew of aircraft involved in water
accidents. It also responds to life threatening
emergencies on the Columbia River. Because of low
water temperatures in the Columbia (38%67° F),
hypothermia is a major concern. Expedient rescue is a
must, and the Port's jet-powered water-rescue boat
meets this qualification.

Tuesday, October 24™ at 6:30 pm, the St Helens
Squadron is hosting the District 32 All Squadron
Potluck/Meeting. It will be held at St Helen's Elks
Lodge located at 350 Belton Road in St Helens. This is
an opportunity to meet and visit with people from
different squadrons. If you haven't met the St Helens
Commander, Jeannette Schwartz, you're in for a real
treat. If you have questions or need directions, you
can check the Latest News page on our website or call
Shamus O’Flaherty at 360 574-6908.

Don’t miss the Halloween Cruise October 20" — 22" at
Hadley’'s Landing. This quad-squadron cruise will be
hosted by the Portland Squadron. Check the ad in this
issue of the Lookout for exciting details.

| saved the best for last... The Past Commanders
Dinner, one of our most important events, will be held
on Friday, November 10™ at Club Green Meadows.
This celebration honors the many people who have
contributed, in a big way, to the success of our
squadron. | am speaking of the 44 members who
have served as Commander of Fort Vancouver Sail
and Power Squadron. This event is for everyone and |
hope that we will have a record turn out. We're spicing
things up after dinner with live music by Tony Madrigal.
If you haven't heard Tony play, you are in for a real
treat. He specializes in every kind of music from the
40s through the 80s. So put on your dancing shoes
and plan to join us at this special event. RSVP is
required so check the flyer in this issue of the Lookout
and make your reservations ASAP.

Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, AP
(360) 896-5261 - nancybett@msn.com

EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

Lt/C Al Griggs, JN
Squadron Education Officer

Y

Our fall class schedule is in full swing. If you haven't
visited the squadron website for the class schedules,
please do so soon. As you will notice, we have
started Engine Maintenance, Weather, Instructor
Development, and Seamanship in September. This
month we have Navigation, Sail, and Junior
Navigation scheduled. In November, Piloting is
scheduled. It's not too early to sign up for any of
these classes.

We have also had several Boat Smart classes
complete in the last month or so, and more are
scheduled. 118 students have completed Boat Smart
since March 2006. Quite an achievement for our
Boat Smart Team and our Proctors. Keep up the
great work.

Let's make this year a fun and interesting year of
boating education by continuing to take courses. It's
the most important benefit you get by belonging to
USPS. Don’t pass up the opportunity to learn more!

| am looking forward to seeing all of you in classes in
the near future.

LT/C Al Griggs, JN
(360) 891-7029
agriggs7@comcast.net
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Article submitted by Bob Cravens

After the Scouts summer weeklong cruise to the San Juan
Islands they celebrated the accomplishment of five scouts
standing for their Bridge of Review. This is the last step
needed to earn the next rank in their training. Four newer
scouts earned Apprentice grade and one more seasoned
scout earned her Able rank. For squadron members who
may not know about Sea Scouts; there are four Ranks in
Sea Scouts; APPRENTICE, ORDINARY, ABLE and
QUARTERMASTER.

Four squadron members joined with fleet staff to serve on
the Bridge of Review for these young scouts; Bruce
Stoker, Don Andring Larry Snyder and Bob Cravens. The
scouts worked very hard during the week in the Puget
Sound to become qualified, and while not all of the work
was done there, much of the outside practical work was
done on cruise. It takes nearly 3 months of steady
studying and testing to gain Apprentice so these scouts
really have stretched and worked hard. By the time they
are studying for Quartermaster they know basic piloting,
river navigation, buoys and markers, boat handling and
planning. They can lead discussions about citizenship,
have preformed service project (equal to Eagle Scout) and
have been a youth leader. They can understand and
explain how a sextant works and can demonstrate using
the sextant to find latitude from a sun sight. How many
members can do that...? Oh yeah, they have to know
how to splice wire rope and “tune the rigging” on a
sailboat.

This is not for sissies these youth are REAL SAILORS

6:30 PM, Wed, Oct 18 ™

Clark County PUD Community Room
1200 Ft Vancouver Way

Squadron Potluck/Meeting
(bring a dish to share)

Guest Speaker: Capt Chris Bryant
Port of Portland Fire Dept.
Water Rescue Team




ULTIMATE WATER TRAILS ADVENTURE
The Chuck Rudkin Version
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Wednesday:

After breakfast Wednesday morning, Fred and | took the
‘F18’ out on the water, and checked the temperatures
around my motor to compare with his. While we were out,
we passed another dock on the northwest corner of the lake
called Weaver Point, another choice place to camp in the
wind. Then we returned to Stehekin, and soon were all on
our way back the way we had come. But that’s not the end
of the story!

Fred decided to fish some more, so when we were about
three miles apart, | told Ron to go on, and we would meet
him at Graham for the night. While Fred was fishing, he was
“taking inventory” in his boat, and he found a plug that
should have been in the water line on the transom instead of
on the deck. He quickly stopped, bent over the back, and
plugged the hole where his fresh water cooling system
emptied into the lake. Wollah, his motor temperature
problem went away. Yahoo!

Slowly but surely we made our way back to Graham Harbor
where we met with some competition on the dock, but we
still had space. As we were eating dinner, another alarm
sounded. This time it on the other guest's boat. His
batteries were going dead. The good new was, his kicker
motor has an alternator, so he could charge them and get
going again. After food and drink, we again settled in for a
night on the rolling waves. It's still not the end of the story
folks:

Thursday:

Ron decided he would go back up lake for a few days,
docking at Donkey Falls. Fred wanted to get on his way to
the San Juan Islands for the second leg of his outing, so the
two boats headed back to 25 Mile Campground. The trip
was pretty uneventful that afternoon. Barby and | just laid
back and rested on the boat, and Fred was back on the
road, heading for Anacortes.

Some friends of my brother's from Boise were camping
down lake, and | had made arrangements to give them a
boat ride at three PM. Imagine a family with five young kids
on my boat. (Don’t touch that! Stay out of there! Leave
your life jacket on! Et El). We cruised slowly up the lake,
just talking and eating snacks. We finally reached Safety
Harbor, and thought we would take closer look.

‘My Lady’ was tied up to the docks, 10 miles from where
she should have spent the night, and Ron was hanging
over the side, grinning at us like we had caught him doing
something wrong. Then we saw Leslie with her thumb
out, and we knew we were about to have another lesson
in towing. Ron said some boats had beaten him to the
dock at Donkey Falls, so he decided to stay at Safety
Harbor. As he was docking, he put the motor into reverse,
and his propeller fell off. Since it's 250 feet deep, he
decided to stay put. He had been trying to call us on the
radio, but with both of us turning on only intermittently, we
missed each other. It was another ‘bad news’/’good news’
story. Only by good fortune did we go back to Safety
Harbor and find Ron.

Friday Morning:

We rose early, had breakfast, and got underway headed
for Safety Harbor. Once again the water was flat, the wind
was calm, and at thirty knots, we reached the ‘My Lady’ in
about fifteen minutes. Ron was waiting with a towrope,
and | had made a towrope with a ‘yoke’ on the ‘F18’. With
‘My Lady’ under tow, we spent the next 90 minutes with
nothing to do but enjoy the picturesque beauty of the hills
and ravines on the sides of the lake.

With ‘My Lady' safely tied to the dock at 25 Mile
Campground, we loaded the ‘F18’ onto the trailer a lot less
loaded with water and gas than when we had arrived.
This put me at ease with regards to the weight problem.
After fond farewells, we headed back toward home, and
arrived safely about eight PM Friday night.

I will never forget or regret our trip to Chelan, and would
welcome the opportunity to do it again.
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Skippers
Report
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FORT VANCOUVER SAILS

We had an enjoyable breakfast meeting September
9" at Sunrise Bagels. However, we need more
sailors to show up. We plan to combine our
meetings with the Water Trails group as they meet at
the same time and place and many of our
participants are interested in both groups anyway.

Brigg Franklin has set up a go-to group of Sail
people. If you aren't receiving notices concerning
sailing events and want to be on the list please let
Brigg know by sending him an e-mail note at
brigg@northstarsailing.org. Also let him know if you
want off the list. This would be a great way to put
out a notice if you want a crew to sail on your boat or
you are available to crew for someone else. Also, let
others know if you are going somewhere and
wouldn't mind having company. | will use the mail
group to send messages about breakfasts and other
Sail events.

We meet every other Saturday at Sunrise Bagels,
808 Harney St, Vancouver at 0900. Things are
informal but | try to have a topic for discussion. We
will have lots of good sailing weather this fall so hope
to see you on the river.

Steve Zinsmeister
503 286-5859
cafzins@comcast.net

Fort Vancouver Memorial Education Fund

Thank you to all who donated to the Memorial
Education Fund in memory of Bill Hall. It is such
an appropriate way to honor Bill, who was so
involved in squadron education.

This fund was established in memory of Paul
Petersen and has since honored the memory of
Margaret McConnell and now Bill Hall. It
supports the purchase of educational
equipment.

The Memorial Education Fund is ongoing and
donations are always welcome. Donations can
be sent to: Paula Zellers, Squadron Treasurer,
Post Office Box 65004, Vancouver, WA 98665.
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AFT CABIN W/ KING BED, HEAD & TILE SHOWER, FOREPEAK CABIN
W/OWN ELECTRIC HEAD, GALLEY W/ NEW FRIDGE & MICROWAVE,
NEW UPHOLSTERY, NEW CANVAS, SALON W/ FLEXSTEEL INCLINER,
SONY TV & DoOLBY 5.1 "BOAT THEATER", REMOTE CONTROL CD,
AIR CONDITIONER, DICKENSON DIESEL FIREPLACE, 110v
BASEBOARD HEATERS, NEW HULL & BOTTOM PAINT, NEW CANVAS,
GPS, ELECTRIC WINDLASS, BOTTOM SURVEY Nov. 05, 8' DINGY,
431cC.U. GAS LINCOLNS 2050 HRS. - RUN GREAT - EXCELLENT
COMPRESSION, OIL CHANGE SYSTEM, NEW HOSES, IMPELLERS &
PORT HEAT EXCHANGER, 6.5Kw KOHLER GENSET, 1500w
INVERTER, 6-6V HOUSE BATTERIES, ESPAR DIESEL FURNACE
(NEEDS MOTOR), MUCH MORE....

@ A @

CHECK THE LINK
http://www.pacifier.com/~blesses/Encore_ChrisCraft.html
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FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS - DISTRICT 32

SQUADRON OFFICERS

COMMANDER: Bob Cravens, SN 360 694-0434
ExecuTIVE OFFICER:. Stafford Campbell, AP 360 574-8998
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Nancy Bettencourt, AP 360 896-5261
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Al Griggs, JN 360 891-7029
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Larry Snyder, AP ....... ....ooviiiiii i veeeen.....503 737-1509
SECRETARY: Josh Green, AP 503 310-5326
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP 360-571-8120

PusLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Jan Bue 360 574-0251
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP 503 247-7008
LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, AP 360 896-5261
CALLING CoMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Leslie Holeman 360 750-5766
LADY SKIPPER: JEITi MACGIEQO. ... 360 263-1202
SEA ScouT LIAISON: Larry Snyder, AP 503 737-1509

SQUADRON MEETINGS

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is
listed below under “Coming Events”

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Executive Meetings are held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW
Burnie Drive in Vancouver

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in
July, August, September & January

COMING EVENTS

OCT 6 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

OCT 6-7 District 32 FALL COUNCIL & CONFERENCE — Coos Bay, Oregon

OCT 12 LADY SKIPPERS LUNCHEON - Cathedral Tapatia, Vancouver

OCT 14 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

OCT 14 WATER TRAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

OCT 18 FORT VANCOUVER SQUADRON MEETING/POTLUCK — Cark County PUD, Vancouver
OCT 22 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

OCT 20-22 QUAD-SQUADRON HALLOWEEN CRUISE - Hadley’s Landing, Multhomah Channel
OCT 24 D/32 ALL SQUADRON POTLUCK/MEETING — St Helen’s Elks Lodge, St Helens Oregon
OCT 25 BRIDGE MEETING — Barbara Petersen’s House, VVancouver

OCT 28 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”
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Start Baking Cookies... Please
THE LOOKOUT

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE

www.fvsps.org




