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May is the last month of the Power Squadron year for most 
members, and as I was making my online payment the other 
night I was thinking about why I wanted to renew.  Boy, the 
ideas really started to flow; First was the friends that I have 
made in the squadron and at District and National.  Number 
two was probably the great lessons that I have learned from 
the classes, such as where to look for zincs in the water 
cooling system, or the fact that spinning the water pump in 
the spring without lubing the impellor will probably ruin it.  
Third was the variety of activities; helping the public with 
VSC's, CoOp Charting, teaching classes, going fishing, 
working with the Sea Scouts, fundraising projects, and 
informing the public about the safety classes the squadron 
teaches.  There is also the insurance savings on our boat 
just for taking classes, inexpensive software from national 
programs with Tech Soup, discounts at Boater's World and 
West Marine.  All of this plus helping the environment, going 
out in a small sail boat on Lake Merwin, squadron picnics on 
Battleground Lake and camping on Rife Lake, going through 
the Locks at Willamette Falls, etc., etc.  
 

That just takes me to August 1st, 2006. The rest of the year 
will be equally exciting… want to come along?  We will 
experience many new and fun times.  Join me for the 
cruises, trips to Lake Chelan, Puget Sound, the Scappoose 
Estuary, and the St. Helens Rendezvous with all of District 
32.  Oh yeah, some of us will be going to Governing Board 
2006 in New York, and then it is time for classes in 
Seamanship, Marine Electronics, Piloting, Junior Navigation, 
and Engine Maintenance. And, don’t forget the celebration 
of our Past Commanders, the Christmas Bazaar,  the Chili 
Cook-Off, Pizza Feed (elections) and finally Change of 
Watch and time to start anew.   Wow, what a year!  And we 
have it to look forward to together. So, come join me and 
bring your neighbors, family and friends along.  Lets make 
this a really fun and rewarding year. 
 

We have one of the lowest dues structures of all of the 
squadrons, and we manage that by everyone working hard 
to keep expenses down, to make the fundraisers worthwhile, 
and to grow the squadron.  
 

Let's go have Fun..!!  Bring a Friend..!! 
    

Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 

 

 

The sun is shining as I write this and thoughts of heading 
down to the marina are interfering with my work.  May is 
the official start of the boating season on the river. 
 

Of course as the XO my first thought is to get the boat 
checked by a squadron vessel safety inspector.  (As soon 
as I install that new bow light)  Our goal this year is to 
have every member get their boat inspected.  Our 
inspectors with be happy to come by your house, marina 
or any place that is convenient to do this.  Please contact 
Gary Hardiman to schedule at 360-254-0418 or email me.   
 

May also brings the annual Hazel Dell Parade on 
Saturday May 20th.  Thanks to Chuck Rudkin we will have 
two boats in the parade this year promoting our squadron.  
The parade route will be published in the Columbian if you 
would like to attend. 
 

We will also be participating with a booth at the Willamette 
Locks Festival on May 20th.  If you have not been to the 
locks on the Willamette River near Oregon City this would 
be an interesting opportunity to see and learn about the 
locks.  Details on this event will be forthcoming.   
 

Another fun way to enjoy the good weather is to get out 
and do some co-op charting.  This is a fun outdoor activity 
that does not require a boat.  Contact Ron Holeman for 
details and assistance at 360-750-5766.   
 

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions. Have a 
great month.  I look forward to seeing you on the river. 
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell AP 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 

 
 

 
  

COMMANDER’S 
REPORT 
By: CDR Bob Cravens, SN  
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT   
LT/C NANCY BETTENCOURT, P 
 

 
                                                               

 

Wow!  It was wonderful to see all the new faces at last 
month’s meeting. The food was great and Gayle 
Zachariasen’s punch was a big hit.  I want to thank 
everybody who helped with the set-up before and clean-up 
after the meeting. Your help was greatly appreciated! 
 

Congratulations to our lucky door prize winners; Allen Lewey 
won a fishing pole that we hope will be lucky for him.  Don 
Gartin won a lovely and well stocked garden basket for his 
wife Chris. Alison Mazon, as expected, gave an amazing 
presentation. I’ll bet she left most of you wondering about 
your own boats! Our May meeting will be just as exciting 
and the information presented just as important for you to 
hear. Our speaker will be FVSPS member, Dr. Steve Ebert, 
MD.  Steve is an internal medicine physician, specializing in 
geriatrics.  He will discuss medical emergencies that could 
occur aboard your boat, including seizures, blood sugar 
irregularities, hypothermia, heart attack, and stroke.  
 

The PUD was not available in May so we had to resort to 
“Plan B”. Our potluck/meeting will be at 6:30 pm  on 
Thursday May 18 th (instead of Wednesday) at the 
Barberton Community Grange , 9400 N.E. 72nd Ave in 
Vancouver.  The grange is located just north of Costco off 
Padden Pky. Check our squadron website for detailed 
driving directions.  
 

So come to the meeting, bring a yummy potluck dish to 
share, have a great time visiting with old friends or making 
new ones, and leave a little more aware and better prepared 
for the unexpected.  Who knows, maybe you will be one of 
the lucky door prize winners this month! And, since this will 
be our last meeting before the summer break, I have a 
special surprise for everyone. 
 

Lastly, as an early reminder, this year’s squadron picnic will 
be held on August 6th at Battle Ground Lake State Park.  We 
have reserved a covered area with barbeques and 
electricity, and have a lot of fun stuff planned. Watch for 
more details throughout the summer, but mark your 
calendars now! 
 
Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, P 
Phone 360 896-5261 
nancybett@msn.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

We are now in the final stages of completing our 
Seamanship and Advanced Piloting classes for the winter 
session. Cruise Planning finished in April with four 
students now ready to take on the summer cruise season. 
Grades pending! 
 

Boat Smart is still in demand from the public. Kathy 
Kolstad and her team completed two classes in April; the 
last one had 23 students! There are two more classes that 
started in late April and plans to offer one this month 
during National Safe Boating Week. Proctors are always 
welcome at these classes to help and share experiences 
with the students. Watch for the emails requesting 
proctors. 
 

As we enter the summer boating season, our class 
schedule will take a well deserved break so we all can 
enjoy the boating season.  I’m sure you have all noticed 
the higher than normal water level on the rivers in our 
area. Your newly gained knowledge of tides, currents, 
affects of wind and waves, anchoring techniques, and safe 
boat handling will certainly help you meet the challenges 
of our fast moving waters and invisible hazards that lie just 
beneath the surface. Watch out for those wing dams and 
big logs/debris coming down the river.  
 

Our fall schedule will begin in September with several 
courses planned.  Visit our web-site for the class 
schedules that will be published as they are finalized. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you in classes in the 
near future. 
 

LT/C Al Griggs, JN 
(360) 891-7029 
agriggs7@comcast.net   
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  Squadron Meeting/Potluck 

�
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���������� �� �

  Barberton Community Grange  
  9400 N.E.72nd Ave. - Vancouver 

  �
  Bring Something Yummy To Share 

�
  Guest Speaker; 

������������	
��������
�

  The Summer Boating Season Has Begun! 
  Be Prepared for the Unexpected Medical Emergency 

 
   This is the last squadron meeting until Sept.  

  and Admin Officer Nancy has a surprise in store! 
   

Don’t Miss Out!  
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The Ft Vancouver Sail group is looking foreword to 
activities starting soon.  We assisted Skip Nitchie 
judge sail races 04/22 and 04/23.  I hope everyone 
who was interested was able to participate. 
  

 The Sail group has volunteered to clean our sail boat 
donated by the Sea Scouts in preparation for the 
Hazel Dell parade, May 20.  We will meet at Keith 
Mathison's house in Battle Ground, 20517 NE 182nd 
Ave, at 9:30 AM May 4.  Bring some cleaning, 
sanding, and scraping things as well as elbow 
grease.  We need people to decorate the boats and be 
in the parade May 20, so call Chuck Rudkin at 360-
921-6293 if you can help out.  The parade will be a lot 
of fun. 
  

If you are a sailor or have any interest in sailing we 
are planning a sail rendezvous the same day, May 
20, at Hayden Bay, meeting at Larry Snyder's dock.  
We hope to have a fleet of boats to look at and sail 
(wind co-operating).  Give me a call if you have 
questions or want to bring your boat.  We had a 
great time last year.  Also mark your calendar for the 
sailing dinghy rendezvous June 17.  Everyone gets to 
sail either alone or with an experienced hand.  Come 
on all you power boaters and see what it's like to 
hoist sail and run with the wind. 
 

Steve Zinsmeister 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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Why, I do believe 
that Zinsmeister 
has challenged us 
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The following members have passed the 
Instructor Development Course:  

�

Rick Gilbertson 
Leslie Holeman 
Ron Holeman 
Keith Mathison 

Fred Taylor 
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The Lady Skippers Change of Watch was held on 
April 13 th at the Waterford at Fairway Village. Our 
outgoing Lady Skipper, BJ Pelayo, was presented 
with a lovely etched glass bell, a beautiful hatbox in 
which to keep her mementos of the past two years, 
and a wonderful new hat adorned with pins given as 
a thank you by members of the Lady Skippers. We 
wish BJ well in her new adventures with the Portlan d 
Squadron, and hope to see her often as she has 
promised to continue her membership with the Lady 
Skippers.  
 

So now begins another year and we plan on making it 
as exciting and inviting as the past 43 years have 
been. Any thoughts and ideas are most welcome. 
   

Our May luncheon will be held at 12:30 PM on 
Thursday, May 11 th at The Old Spaghetti Factory , 
located at 730 SE 160th Ave (the NW corner of SE Mill 
Plain Blvd and 160th Ave) in Vancouver.  
 

If you are not currently a member of the Fort 
Vancouver Lady Skippers, and would like to attend 
the luncheon and see what the Lady Skippers are all 
about, please call me, or First Mate Gayle Zachariasen 
at 360 546-0145. 
 

Lady Skipper, Jerri MacGregor 
360 263-1202 
Silversaloon74@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�

START BAKING NOW 
AND DON’T STOP UNTIL MAY 12TH! 

 

WE NEED COOKIES 
FOR THE GEE CREEK COFFEE STOP FUNDRAISER 

MAY 8, 9, 10, 11, AND 12 
 

EVERYONE IN THE SQUADRON BENEFITS 
SO WE ASK EVERYONE IN THE SQUADRON TO HELP OUT 

 
IF YOU HAVE NOT SIGNED UP TO WORK A 4 HOUR SHIFT 

WE NEED YOU TO BAKE (OR BUY) COOKIES 
 

PLEASE CALL PAULA ZELLERS (360 571-8120) 
OR NANCY BETTENCOURT (360 896-5261) 

TO ARRANGE FOR COOKIE DROP-OFF OR PICK-UP 
 

THANK YOU! 
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Fly Your Squadron Burgee! 
 

           FVSPS Caps……………...  $11.00 
           FVSPS Burgee…………..   $20.00 
           Magnetic Burgee…………  $  5.00 
           FVSPS Shirts………….....  $20.00 
           D-32 Patch……………….   $  2.50 
           Uniforms & Accessories…   (Call) 
 

For These & Other Items, Call 
Paula Zellers @ 360 571-8120 
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VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 

HELP WANTED 
 

SUPPLY OFFICER (Ship’s Store) 

This person brings to each squadron meeting a 
supply of insignia, burgees, ensigns, squadron 
shirts and uniform accessories (belts, clips, etc.) 
that may be sold to members. He will also have 
catalogs available for ordering uniforms from USPS 
approved sources. He shall keep up to date on what 
is available from National's Ship's Store.  Contact 
Paula Zellers if interested. 

 

HOSPITALITY (BACK UP) 

You would be assisting the primary hospitality 
person in assuring that the meeting room is open 
and set up one half hour prior to the start of the 
meeting. If the primary person is not available, you 
would bring the kitchen supplies and coffee to 
meeting place and set them up. You will become 
primary next year.  Contact Nancy Bettencourt if 
interested.  

  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Edit, publish and distribute the squadron’s monthly 
newsletter, the Lookout. Duties include collecting 
articles from department chairs, bridge officers and 
members, editing, layout, packaging for printing, 
and preparation for mailing. Must maintain a mailing 
list for the newsletter and deliver the finished 
product for mailing to the bulk-mailing center in 
Portland.  Contact Josh Green if interested. 
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The new Cooperative Charting year began on April 1, 2006 
with the website available for reporting on April 17th.  This 
year brings some significant changes to how reports are 
submitted.  For those currently involved in the Co-Op 
Charting program, and those interested in becoming involved 
in this fun and valuable program, please visit the Fort 
Vancouver website and click on Cooperative Charting. 
Details concerning the reporting changes, and complete 
instructions for accessing CCWEB (the USPS Cooperative 
Charting website) are provided. 
 

Some year’s back Ft. Vancouver Sail & Power Squadron 
adopted chart 18531, the chart that covers the Columbia 
River from Vancouver, Washington upstream to Bonneville 
Dam.  What adoption means to us, the Squadron members, 
is that we have agreed to submit reports on all aspects of 
information contained on the chart for that section of the 
Columbia River to keep it current. 
 

I would like to propose that we focus on collecting and then 
reporting information in conjunction with the planned July 
cruise to Beacon Rock.  Kathy and Jon Kolstad, along with 
Gary Hardiman reported on several Range Line Surveys for 
the area between the I-5 Bridge and Camas at the tale-end 
of last year’s coop charting period.  What they didn’t report 
on nearer to the bridge, Shamus O’Flaherty did.  That leaves 
twelve ranges above Camas that have not been checked on 
within the last three years.  We need to also check the 
positions and status of the channel buoys.  Possibly we 
could also do some Depth Survey work in the Beacon Rock 
moorage area to determine if there have been any significant 
changes from the information we find on our chart.   
 

What I am suggesting is a way to satisfy our commitment to 
NOS, learn something in the process and have some fun 
while doing it.  Please let me know soon if you have an 
interest in doing some Coop Charting activities along with 
our July cruise.  If so, I will get to work lining out the areas 
where we need the information to report. 
 
Ronald H. Holeman 
Cooperative Charting Chair 
360 750-5766 
holeman2@comcast.net 

�
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District 32 to Participate In 

LOCKFEST 
 

The Willamette Falls Locks, operated by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, are in 
imminent danger of being permanently 
closed. 
 

Lockfest is a one day event being held to 
draw attention to the historic value and 
navigational benefits of the Willamette 
Falls Locks at Oregon City/West Linn. 
 

FVSPS has been asked to participate in 
this event, to be held on Saturday, May 
20th.  Volunteers are needed to help man 
a booth for District 32. If you can help 
with this project, please contact: 
 

Ron Holeman 
360 750-5766 

Rhh4Wind@comcast.net 
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SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Bob Cravens, SN ..............................................................................360 694-0434 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER:. Stafford Campbell, AP...........................................................360 574-8998 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Nancy Bettencourt, P......................................................360 896-5261 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Al Griggs, JN......................................................................360 891-7029 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Larry Snyder, AP ....... ………………………………….503 737-1509 
SECRETARY: Josh Green, AP…………………………………………………………….503 310-5326 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP…………………………………………………………..360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Jan Bue…………………………………………………360 574-0251 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP..............................................................................503 247-7008 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, P ..............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Leslie Holeman..……………………………………..360 750-5766 
LADY SKIPPER: Jerri MacGregor. .............................................................................360 263-1202 
SEA SCOUT LIAISON: Larry Snyder, AP…….…………………………………………....503 737-1509 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is 
listed below under “Coming Events” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW 
Burnie Drive in Vancouver 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in 
July, August, September & January 
 

COMING EVENTS   
 

MAY 5           REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
MAY 6           WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
MAY 8-12      GEE CREEK COFFEE REST STOP FUNDRAISER 
MAY 11         LADY SKIPPERS LUNCHEON – The Old Spaghetti Factory, Vancouver 
MAY 12-14   SQUADRON CRUISE  – Government Island, East Dock 
MAY 13         FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
MAY 13          FORT VANCOUVER CANOE/KAYAK  BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver            
MAY 18         GENERAL SQUADRON MEETING/POTLUCK – Barberton Community Grange, Vancouver 
MAY 19         REEL PEOPLE  FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
MAY 20         HAZEL DELL PARADE – Downtown Vancouver 
MAY 20-26   NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK 
MAY 24         BRIDGE MEETING – Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
MAY 27         FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
MAY 27          FORT VANCOUVER CANOE/KAYAK  BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver            
                   

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 
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THE LOOKOUT 
MAY       NEW SLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL &  POW ER SQUADRON  2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                 
             
 
 
   
VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
                 www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/ 
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