THE LOOKOUT

MAY

COMMANDER’S
REPORT

BY: CDR. LARRY SNYDER, P

Py

20 April was my first membership meeting as squadron
commander. We had a great turnout, and despite
technical difficulties, enjoyed Ted and Gloria Reich’s tales
of Antarctica. They promise to return with their photos in
the future.

| was pleased to “swear in” eight of our newest members.
When | asked all members to stand and repeat the USPS
pledge, | was reminded how simple, and yet how
important that pledge is. The pledge contains only five
items:

To abide by the USPS Bylaws

Maintain high standards of navigation and
seamanship

Maintain you vessel and operate legally
Render assistance whenever possible
Conduct yourself well, as a USPS member

If we could get everyone on the water to observe this
pledge, recreational boating would certainly be far safer
and more pleasurable. Each of can help by bringing more
members into the USPS and starting them on the course
of boating education. Remember “the Power of One”; if
each of us brings in one new member in the coming year,
we will double the impact that we have on safe boating in
the waters of Washington and Oregon. Fly that USPS
ensign proudly.

Cdr. Larry Snyder, P
503 737-1509
lls.las@comcast.net

NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

EXECUTIVE
OFFICER’S REPORT

By: LT/C BoB CRAVENS, JN

Y

Boy, have the first two months of this adventure gone by like
a flash..! Working with the exciting members of the Fort
Vancouver Squadron is so very rewarding and fun.

This last year was a good year for COOP Charting. The year
for COOP ended on March 31* and the new COOP year is
just beginning, so come and join us for some great fun and
worthwhile activity.

Now let's talk about the most recent Squadron activities
because we have truly been a very busy squadron. In March
the Squadron went to the Portland Dealer's Boat Show
where we met lots of people, gathered contact cards and
spread the word about "America's Boating Club".

In April the Squadron, along with the Sea Scouts, attended
our 4™ Camas Safety Fair at the Camas Fire Station. We
took the Clark County Sheriff's Safety Trailer and "Bobby the
Boat" and while the scouts demonstrated knots, talked about
using PFD's and generally had fun with Bobby and the kids,
squadron volunteers encouraged participants to take a public
boating course, talked about the activities of USPS and our
squadron, and handed out brochures. The weather was
perfect and we did our civic duty and while having a great
time.

The Fire Extin%uisher class and demonstration that had been
set for April 9" was cancelled due to the instructor's illness

and will have to be rescheduled. There will be further
information about that class soon. This is a very important
exercise and we hope that you will be able to attend.

May brings us to the Hazel Dell Parade, the Predicted Log
Contest, lots of classes, and many chances to earn credit
towards your USPS Merit Mark. A merit mark is probably
one of the greatest ideas ever used by a group to reward its
members. It works like this: you volunteer to help the
organization and your time and effort is recorded. You can
earn one merit mark per year, and after earning 25 Merit
Marks you no longer have to pay annual dues. It takes about
20 combined hours involving two or more activity each year
to earn a merit mark. Working to set up chairs and tables at
a squadron function, teaching or proctoring a class, doing
vessel safety checks, working at a fund raiser or promotional
event, even time spent co-op charting is counted towards
your merit mark. Earn yours now!

Now, let's all go and have fun this year

Lt/C Bob Cravens
360 694-0434
craves555@aol.com
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ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER’S REPORT

By: LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, P

Y

The sun is shining and it is that time of year where | come
up with any excuse to go boating.

There are many activities in May. In addition to the
successful Reel People and Vancouver Sails groups, we
are looking for interested trailer boaters that would like to
get together for sharing and planning trailer trips, cruises
and other common interests. There are a lot great places
to go with trailered boats. If you want to participate
please email me and | will organize a meeting.

Our next regular squadron meeting in May will be
Wednesday the 18", 6:30 PM at the Clark County PUD.
The PUD building is located just off the I-5 exit on Mill
Plain Blvd., across the street from the Vancouver Public
Library. Our speaker will be Keith Hay. Keith worked for
the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and is the author of “The Lewis and Clark
Columbia Water Trail”, a guidebook for boaters, paddlers
and hikers. Keith will tell us interesting tales and relay
information from his book. Copies of his books, signed
by the author, will be available for you to purchase. All
proceeds from sales will be donated to the Washington
and Oregon Lewis and Clark Committee. The meeting
will be potluck. Bring whatever dish you want to share. If
you attended the April meeting you know that the food
quality and selection was fabulous! (It will take me a
week at the gym to recover.)

The next squadron cruise will be May 13", 14" and 15"
at St. Helens City Docks. St. Helens is a great spot. B.J.
Pelayo, who does a great job planning every cruise for
our squadron, describes the cruise details in her column.
If you need detailed directions to any cruise location, or
have questions to ask, please email or call me.

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions. | look
forward to seeing all of you at the May potluck/meeting
and/or on the river!

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, P
360-574-8998
sales@scpackaging.com
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EDUCATIONAL
OFFICER’'S REPORT

LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN

1

HURRY....FINAL OFFER....This is the last chance you have
to sign up for Piloting and Junior Navigation. A Piloting class
started Wednesday, April 27", 7:00 PM at Don Lenzie's
house, and a second class will start on Tuesday, May 3"
7:00 PM at the International Air Academy. Call or email me if
you want to attend. We are also starting Junior Navigation
Mondays, May 9" at the Petlock's warehouse.

The Education Program is going great this year thanks to all
the help from members and to your interest in taking
courses. We are getting new people interested in
teaching but with the number of classes we need to offer to
accommodate our membership, we still need more. What
better way to remember all those things you learned in
previous classes. We especially need people to help with
Boat Smart and Seamanship. We are having several Boat
Smart classes in May. Give Kathy Kolstad a call if you can
give some help by teaching or proctoring. | plan to give a
Seamanship class late June or early July and want to get
more members involved in teaching a few of those classes.
We want to keep our new members interested in education
by offering them the Seamanship class soon after they
complete the Boat Smart course.

Classes recently completed are: Engine Maintenance, Cruise
Planning, Advanced Piloting, Instructor Development, and
Seamanship 101. Let's keep up the good work.

Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN
503 286-5859
cafzins@comcast.net
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SAFETY MESSAGE 472

By: Bob Baldwin, Safety Officer
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| recently read an article in Yachting that | would like to pass
along (with a few editorial comments.) It is a third set of
RULES OF THE ROAD. We are all familiar with COLREGS,
the International regulations for preventing collisions at sea.
We know about Inland and we know about Outer Coastal
and High Seas Rules. What then could be the third set of
rules? Well Chris Caswell in Yachting lists them as his own.
We would do well to heed his eleven rules.

1.

Big boats always have the right of way. (A tug and tow
pushing ahead would not even notice if they ran over you)

Always assume they don’t see you. (What's the use of
being DEAD RIGHT)

Make course changes early and substantial (The other guy
must KNOW that you have changed course.)

When in doubt slow down. (Take time to think and make a
correct move)

Boats on your right are right.(Remember your danger
zone)

Keep right (alter course to starboard and pass port to
port.)

Over takers stay clear (Slow down and be mindful of your
wake)

Know the flow (particularly where we boat on the river
remember “down bound “ has rights.)

Remember to honk. (Your horn is not just to celebrate, use
it to signal your intentions)

. Don't fight for rights, (Remember the story of the light-

house keeper)

. PLAY NICE (The sea is no place for “Road Rage” even if

the other guy went through your anchorage doing 20 knots
and spilled you margarita.) PLAY NICE.

These eleven rules have been paraphrased but you get the
idea. See you all next month.

Captain Bob
503 286-3446
captbald@aol.com
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America's Boatino Clubi

360 546-0145




One could start off this month’s article by saying Happy
New Year and a BIG Congratulations to District 32 and its
Squadron members for their Cooperative Charting
accomplishments. The Cooperative Charting “year” runs
from April 1% through March 31* of the following calendar
year. District 32 finished fourth in the nation with last year's
efforts accumulating 24,514 credits. Of that total, one man,
Shamus O’Flaherty of the St. Helens Squadron accounted
for 13,126 credits and finished the year fourth in the nation
in individual standings. Fort Vancouver Sail & Power
Squadron finished sixteenth in the nation with 7,357 credits,
led by Bob Cravens (3,375 credits) and Phyllis Sines (2,582
credits). All three of the mentioned individuals were ranked
in the “Top 75” in the nation.

Activities in the Cooperative Charting Program of the United
States Power Squadrons isn't just about searching for and
documenting geodetic markers, or PIDs as they are known.
The Program is a major public service conducted in close
coordination with the Marine Chart Division, National Ocean
Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
of the U.S. Department of Commerce. Under it, USPS
members supply information to the Marine Chart Division of
NOS/NOAA leading to corrections to nautical charts, small
craft charts, and Coast Pilot publications. They also supply
data on depth surveys, range status, and yes, geodetic
marks.

“Nautical Cooperative Charting” is that part of the program
in which the USPS observer compares the contents of NOS
charts with the real world and then reports information for
updating and verifying chart features. This can include:
Aids to Navigation; Bridges; Depth Legends; Geographic
Names; Landmarks; Overhead Cables; Docks; Piles or
Dolphins; Rocks; Shoals; Signs/Markers; Wrecks, etc.”

“Small Craft Facilities are marinas, boatyards, and other
marine facilities that service small nautical craft. They
appear on Small Craft Charts, Great Lakes charts, and in
Coast Pilot publications. It is important for operators of
small nautical craft to be able to become aware of the
location and services provided by these facilities, hence,
the inclusion of these facilities on appropriate NOS charts.
Due to budgetary constraints, NOS no longer performs
Small Craft Facility surveys. Currently, USPS is, by far, the
principal supplier to NOS of updated information on them.”

-

“Since NOS is able only to do depth surveying primarily in
high-traffic commercial areas, little of their depth survey work
has been or will be taking place in recreational boating
areas. If any new depth information in recreational boating
areas is to appear on NOS charts, it will probably have to
come mainly from USPS patrticipants.”

What | want to point out is the variety of different activities
we as Squadron members can participate in as part of the
Cooperative Charting Program. It can be an outing for family
and friends. It can be done as part of your vacation or as
just a planned activity. Later this year there will be some
seminar training as well as field activities for your
participation. Let's think how we could incorporate some
Cooperative Charting while participating in other Squadron
activities like our cruises. Maybe perform some charting
activity while attending the many Lewis and Clark Corps of
Discovery programs that will be happening in our area.
Have | found your cup of tea yet?

Saturday, April 23" the Squadron held a training class for
prospective examiners. Bill Bland attended both the study
portion and the vessel inspection tour at Steamboat Landing.

Bill returned home, took the on-line open book VSC test and
passed! Please welcome Bill to the ranks of Certified Vessel
Examiner. He makes our 11th examiner and puts
the Squadron count, as of today, at 61 boats examined.

If you are interested in becoming a Vessel Safety Examiner,
give me a call. We'd love to have you as part of the team!

Gary D Hardiman, VSC Chm.
360 254-0418
gdhardiman@hotmail.com
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GB5 is moving forward with planning now entering
the work phase. We are assessing the number of
volunteers needed for each job and each area. Soon
we will e able to start recruiting and assigning
volunteers to specific jobs and necessary duties.
Sign-up list will soon be made available so please
start thinking of ways you can help.

Registrations To Attend GB2005
Events Can Be Made Now

For Registrations Forms
Visit the GB2005 Website

http://usps.org/lc/d32/gbh2005.htm
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FORT VANCOUVER SAILS

In this space last month, you had to use your
imagination to picture the Ft. Vancouver Sails
Rendezvous at Riverhouse Moorage in Hayden Bay on
the first Saturday in April. Now, we know that the reality
was better that what we conjured up. We had four
boats to tour: Rick and Joan Mathews Pilgrim, Larry
and Lee Ann Snyder's L'ARK, Doug and Sophia
Gould's Quantum Leap, and Michael and Kendra
Shank's Paracleze. You can see pictures of those
sailboats - and their admirers - on our Sails Web page
at http://www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/ftvansails.htm

It's interesting to see what people do with their boats
that reflect their personal tastes and interests. The
Gould’'s vee-berth quilt and the Snyder's woodwork
come to mind. We saw far more remarkable personal
touches than we have space here to tell you about.
You'll have to join us the next time we gather the fleet.
You have a standing invitation.

Speaking of the next gathering, many people at our last
Saturday morning munch-brunch and speak-sails-
social at Sunshine Bagels asked, “When are we going
to have another Rendezvous?” The consensus
response seems to be, “Soon, and more often than
once a year.”

As the boating season gets underway, Sails will take
advantage of those weekend occasions when a
Squadron — or other event - increases the reasons for
sailing past Hayden Bay on a Saturday. Instead of
breakfast at Sunshine Bagel, we’ll have the option of a
brown-bag or potluck lunch. We'll have a choice of
picnicking outdoors or, if the weather requires it, in the
community room.

Ft. Vancouver Sails will always have at least one
Vessel Safety Examiner available to do free Vessel
Safety Checks at our Rendezvous. Keep in mind that
Vessel Safety Check decals expire in December of the
year issued.

Bill Bland
360 254-3960
wcbland@comcast.net




UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS
FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON

BOAT SMART SAFETY COURSE

WHEN:
WHERE:

TIME:

WHEN:
WHERE:

TIME:

WHEN:
WHERE:

TIME:

COST:

CONTACT:

May 2" 5™ 9" and 12"

Dolphin Yacht Club
Port of Camas/Washougal

7-9PM

May 16", 19" 23" and 26"

Boaters World
Jantzen Beach

7-9PM

May 28" (one day only)

Dolphin Yacht Club
Port of Camas/Washougal

9AM-5PM

$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
No charge for instruction

Kathy Kolstad — 360 837-3702
George Eaton — 503 289-1584

Recommend the Boat Smart Class to Someone Today!

555 & &555
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For Sale, Nearly New
$2150

YAMAHA 9.9 HP, 4 Stroke, Long Shaft, Electric Start with
only 8 Hours on Motor. Canvas Cover and swim platform
mounting bracket included. Recently serviced at Davis
Marine (have receipts). Motor is currently mounted on my

boat so can be demonstrated at any time.

Contact Tom Toussaint, Home Phone: 360-253-5914 or
email at: btoussaint@comcast.net

% $% &

For Sale
MINN KOTA BOW MOUNT TROLLING MOTOR, 12 volt, 4
Ibs of thrust. Used 20 hours. Asking $300.00 OBall
MONTY BONNER - 360-326-3133

FVPS Caps
FVPS Burgee
Magnetic Burgee
D-32 Patch
USPS Uniforms & Accessories
Price Includes Sales Tax
Visit your local marine store for USPS Ensign

To Place Your Order Call;
P/C Bill Hall, AP at 360 574-2647




FORT VANCOUVER 2005 CRUISE ETC. SCHEDULE

May 13, 14, 15 St Helens City Docks

May 27, 28, 29 Martin s Slough 23 24
(SHSPS)

June 3, 4,5 Bea con Rock | % #6

: 7 /&8
June 17, 18, 19 Hadley s Landing

July 15, 16, 17 St He lens Sand Island I % #6
“Pirates Cruise” 7 | &8

July 29, 30, 31 Beaco n Rock : I 9% #6
Family Fun Days 7 1838

Aug 5, 6, 7 Rai nier Docks
(SHSPS) D I % #6
7 1&)8
Aug 13 Sq uadron Picnic
Vancouver Lake : 5 62"62
Aug 26, 27, 28 St Hel ens Dock & Park < ¥
D/32 Rendezvous
= 2" 6"!
Sept6 - 11 Nat’l GB 2005 > o
Hosted By D/32 '

Sept 9, 10, 11

Sept 23, 24, 25

Oct 21, 22, 23

Nov 24, 25

Govt Island, East Dock
(PSPS)

Govt Island, East Dock

Hadl eys Landing
Halloween Cruise

Gov t Island, East Dock

Thanksgiving Cruise

Dec 31 —Jan 2 Coon | sland, W Dock
Polar Bear Cruise
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I would like to start by saying “Thank you” to each and every
squadron in D32 for the most wonderful and delightf ul
Changes of Watch. Each event was unique, excitingand so
much fun!

We have just started, but already we have hit the ground
running. Planning is on going for the Fall Governi ng Board
to be held in Portland on 4-10 September. Our caledar has
been finalized for a joint Fall Council and Confere nce on 7-8
October at the Sweetbrier Inn in Tualatin, with Beaverton Sail
and Power Squadron, as our hosts. Planning is beghning for
the annual D32 Cruise and Rendezvous in St. Helensfor 27-29
August. Watch for additional information from your local
squadron as we put together a cruise and rendezvous like no
other!

As Commander this year, | would like to be part of your
squadron. | would love to say that | had met each and every
member in the district, although | know that this m ight not be
possible. | encourage you to attend district and squadron
functions, have fun and earn a merit mark! | want to
participate in some of your squadron events, so please say
hello when you see me.

The District Bridge will be scheduling monthly meet ings,
with every other month a joint meeting with all of our
Squadron Commanders. Communication and fun are my
goals for this year. Your District Bridge is excited for
opportunities to do both.

D/Ex/O Phyllis Sines, JN

The Changes of Watch are over and now it is time to get

down the business. The cruises have started even fi the
weather hasn't cooperated. Every time you are on the dock
or a boat you should be spreading the word about USPS.

Have you started VSC's? Your certified Vessel Safey
examiners should be out roaming the docks or at the boat
ramps. Chris Mabe, SHSPS, has 32 exams and P/D/C dhn
McCoy, PPS, has 25 exams turned in already. Rememér the
local yacht clubs need to have their boats examined before
opening day. If you need materials or need to hold a VSC
class and don't have an instructor contact District VSC
chairman P/D/C John McCoy at 503-657-5253 or
ursamai@uswest.netfor more information.

The Co-op charting year began April 1st but the website
won't be up until April 18 t, Lt/C Shamus O’Flaherty,
the district Co-op Charting chairman, isn’'t sure wh at
changes they are making to the website but he will be
sure to pass that information on as soon as hefinds out.
Did you know that Geodetic Marks could be turned in
every year? Just be sure a full year has passed.Range
reports can be turned in every 3 years but other
navigation aids can be turned in yearly. Contact Shamus
at 360-574-6908 or _soflah8613@aol.comfor more
information.

Boater Safety Week is May 21 thru May 27. This isa good
time to emphasize the importance of safe boating through
education and VSCs. Check out this website for more
information http://www.art4use.com/05campaign-
site/05campmain-1000.htm. Remember if you advertise,
turn in your advertising information to P/D/C Tom
Rash, District PR chairman. Contact him at 503-6181303
for more information about getting some of your
advertising money back.

Remember we are USPS and be proud to share tha
knowledge.

D/E/O Jim Beachell, JN

Entering my second year as District Education Officer for
D32, | along with other members of the District Bri dge
attended the District 16 Conference and Change of Watch
in Everett, WA. The first thing you notice with 1 6
Squadrons in D/16, is the number of people in
attendance, approximately 100. Immediately we were
made to feel at home and welcomed into the conference.

You soon find out that every Squadron experiences the
same issues we all do in our own Squadrons. The feding
of fellowship, and teamwork was everywhere. Everyon e
we met during the conference became new friends. |
would encourage every member within D32 to take the
opportunity of attending a District 32 or D16 Confe rence
in the future, to experience the power and support within

USPS, and at the same time the close personal nat@ of
the organization. No matter the size of your Squadron,
everyone within USPS is pursuing the same fundamental
message of Fellowship, Education and Safety.

Next Issue, | will discuss the issue of having all Public
Boating Instructors Certified by 2006.
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SQUADRON OFFICERS

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, P 503 737-1509
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: BOD Cravens, JN. . ..ot 360 694-0434
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, P. ..., 360 574-8998
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN 503 286-5859
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP 360 750-6779
SECRETARY: BJ PEIAYO. .uuuiiiiiii e 360 750-6779
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP 360-571-8120

PuBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702

MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Cristi Wilkins 503 977-6192
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P 503 286-3446
LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt 360 896-5261
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S.............cccoiviviiiiiiieeieee e ...360 576-8111
LADY SKIPPER: BJ PeIAYO. ...t 360 750-6779
SEA ScouT COMMITTEE CHAIR: Bruce Stoker, S......coovvviiiiiiiiiiei i een...360 571-0620

SQUADRON MEETINGS

Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August).
TIME: 1830. Location listed below under “Coming Events.”

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900. Location listed below
under “Coming Events”.

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July,
August & September

COMING EVENTS

MAY 5 REEL PEOPLE STURGEON CATCH — West of I-5 Bridge

MAY 6 THE “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Yankee Pot Roast, Vancouver

MAY 12 LADY SKIPPERS LUNCHEON - “The Restaurant”, Officers Row, Vancouver

MAY 13-15 SQUADRON CRUISE - Saint Helens City Dock

MAY 14 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

MAY 18 FORT VANCOUVER SQUADRON, GENERAL MEETING/POTLUCK - Clark County PUD
MAY 19 REEL PEOPLE STURGEON CATCH — West of I-5 Bridge

MAY 20 THE “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN' BREAKFAST - Yankee Pot Roast, Vancouver

MAY 21 PARADE OF BANDS — Vancouver / PREDICTED LOG CONTEST - Columbia River
MAY 25 FORT VANCOUVER BRIDGE MEETING — Bill & Alice Hall's House, Vancouver

MAY 14 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

JUNE 3-5 SQUADRON CRUISE - Beacon Rock

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”
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