
1 

��THE LOOKOUT  

 NOVEM BER             NE WSLETTER  OF  THE  FORT  VANCOUVER  SAIL  & P OW ER  SQU ADRON          2009 
  

 

COMMANDER’S 
MESSAGE 
Cdr. Jon Kolstad, JN 
Squadron Commander 
360 837-3702 
commander@fvsps.org 

 

Education..Education..Education!    Whether you are 
a beginning boater or well seasoned, there are always 
opportunities to gain additional knowledge about our 
favorite pastime.  Even if you have taken most or all of 
the USPS courses, there are many that have been 
updated and put   a newer perspective on the skills 
involved. 
 

Kathy, Bob, Phyllis and Fred are always looking for 
additional instructors. If you don’t have time to teach a 
whole course, perhaps one or two sessions might 
work.  Also, being a proctor would be a big help in 
many of the classes. 
 

The Fall classes are underway and the Spring sched-
ule will be announced soon so check the calendar and 
sign up now.  Our stimulus program for the first quali-
fying course is still available and a good incentive to 
start or continue the education process. 
 

�������

EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C George Eaton, SN  
Squadron Education Officer  
360  828-8314 
seo@fvsps.org 

In doing the research for my District 32 Fall Confer-
ence report I couldn't help but be humbled by the 
amount of participation and the things our members 
have accomplished this year. As you may recall from 
my Change of Watch I wanted to focus on advanced 
and elective education this year. I thought I'd provide 
you with an update: Since my watch began in March 
we have had 34 students complete advanced and 
elective courses. There are currently 32 students en-
rolled in the fall offerings. This is absolutely amazing 
to me! In addition, we have had continued success in 
our public boating classes and seminars. 
 

At district conference I was reminded that what we 
are doing is working, admired, and respected by all 
of the other squadrons. This can only happen with a 
membership that knows what they want out of an or-
ganization, and through participation satisfy their per-
sonal needs.  
 

We have also participated in various public service 
activities in cooperation with other area organization 
such as the Oregon State Marine Board and their 
latest project, the Clean Marina Initiative. We have 
enjoyed cruising throughout the summer, includ-
ing our long cruise to Ilwaco where along with others, 
I caught my first salmon! Cross that off my bucket 
list. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C Rick Gilbertson,  AP 
Squadron Administrative Officer  
360  835-3069 
ao@fvsps.org 
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PC #1:  Rylund E. “Bull Moose” McClung was the 
first Commander of  Fort Vancouver Power Squad-
ron, serving in 1962-63. Although his experience in 
boat ownership was limited to the canoe his family 
owned when he was a kid, Bull Moose was an ac-
tive member of the squadron who left behind many 
fun memories and a few classic moments. Ryland 
served as a Colonel in the Oregon Guard, was a 
50+ year member of the Masons, a member of the 
exclusive Order of the Antelope, and an observer 
for many Predicted Log Races. 
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Order Your $8 Magnetic Name Tag 
Call Jan Bue at 360 574-0251 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orders May Also Be Placed at the 
Squadron Potluck 

Friday, November 13th 
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If you think that your boats head is equipped for sewage 
treatment, and therefore legal to pump overboard, you 
need to know whether your thoughts are right or wrong. 
 

Type I and Type II MSDs accomplish waste treatment 
through maceration  (a device used to breakdown waste 
from the toilet into a slurry form) AND electrolytic de-
contamination . When used in saltwater estuaries, a set 
of electrodes suspended in the treatment tank utilizes 
voltage from the batteries to chemically turn seawater 
into a diluted, short-lived solution of hypochlorous acid. 
The resulting oxidation reaction allows small amounts of 
chlorine, liberated from the seawater, to act as a disinfec-
tant killing the pathogens in the treatment tank. In areas 
where salinity is low (such as in the river), a salt solution 
injection tank is required as an add-on to automatically 
provide an adequate amount of sodium chloride for chlo-
rine release. A microprocessor senses voltage, salinity 
and temperature of the water, and controls the treatment 
process.  
  
Type I  and II MSD systems treat the effluent enough to 
significantly reduce pathogen levels, and the chemical 
reaction also lessens the biological oxygen demand as-
sociated with the waste water, two big steps in pollution 
control. By the time effluent is pumped over the side, 
most of the acid has been neutralized, and with the addi-
tional dilution that's incurred as it enters the water col-
umn, the effect on the marine habitat is minimal.  
 

Generally, the operational cycle includes a 10-second 
flush of the bowl and about a 35-second pretreatment run 
of the macerator pump that's housed in the first chamber 
of the treatment tank. This step is followed by approxi-
mately a two-minute electrolytic production of hypochlor-
ous acid, and mixer-like agitation that expedites the 
chemical reaction. During the process, waste water 
moves from the first to the second chamber and after the 
mechanical/chemical treatment it is finally ready to be 
discharged overboard. Many models actually initiate a 
treatment cycle each time the head is flushed. The im-
pact upon the ship's battery bank needs to be under-
stood. The piggy-backed treatment load associated with 
running a Type I or II MSD treatment unit can push the 
amp-meter dial to a hefty 75 amps. Having a Type I or II 
MSD on board is not enough, it MUST be fully opera-
tional throughout all levels of treatment. 
 

A Type III MSD keeps waste out of water but relies on 
having adequate onshore pumpout facilities. While off-
shore , "Y" valve can be open to legally discharge directly 
overboard (3 miles or more offshore--oceans only). While 
not offshore, "Y" valve must be closed and secured . 
Even if you have installed a macerator pump on your 
Type III MSD, you may NOT pump overboard on any wa-
terway within 3 miles of ocean shoreline. 
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YOUR NAME HERE  
FORT VANCOUVER 

SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
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BOAT HANDLING SEMINAR 
Thursday, November 12th, 6:30PM 
 

 

Learn the secrets of close quarter boat handling un-
der power.  The instructor will discuss various types 
of boats, including I/O, out-boards, in-boards and sail 
boats with an in depth power point presentation. 
Taught by a licensed Captain.   
 

Seminar location:  
 

 Tomahawk Bay Marina Office Building   
 515 NE Tomahawk Island Dr.  Ste 101   
 Portland Oregon 97217 
 Next to the Hidden Bay Café 
 

Preregistration is required.  Space is limited. Please 
call Fred Taylor at 360 604-1116 to pre-register. 
 

Special thanks to Columbia Crossings, for providing 
the space. 
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COMING EVENTS 

SQUADRON OFFICERS/CHAIRS CONTACTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SQUADRON MEETINGS 

 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is listed below under 
“Coming Events” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are held on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW Bernie Drive in Van-
couver. 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, August, Sep-
tember & January 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS          

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.” 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 

SQUADRON CRUISE - Govt Island, East Dock 
LADY SKIPPERS LUNCHEON, Dakars Wood Fire Restaurant, Vancouver 
BRIDGE MEETING - Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
BOAT HANDLING SEMINAR - Tomahawk Island, Portland 
REEL PEOPLE  BREAKFAST – Bennys Custom Rod & Pizza, Vancouver 
SQUADRONS POTLUCK – Clark County PUD, Vancouver 
SQUADRON THANKSGIVING WEEKEND CRUISE - Govt Island East Dock 
REEL PEOPLE  BREAKFAST – Bennys Custom Rod & Pizza, Vancouver 
LADY SKIPPERS HOLIDAY LUNCHEON, Albertina Kerrs, Portland 
SQUADRON HOLIDAY PARTY, BAZAAR & BAKE SALE - Clark County PUD, Vancouver 

NOV 6-8 
NOV 10 
NOV 11 
NOV 12 
NOV 13 
NOV 13 
NOV 26-29 
NOV 27 
DEC 1 
DEC 4 

COMMANDER: Jon Kolstad, JN 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Jack Valentine, JN 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Rick Gilbertson, AP 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: George Eaton, SN 

ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Fred Taylor, AP 

 PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Phyllis Sines, JN 

 ADVANCED COURSE CHAIR: Bob Cravens, SN 
 ELECTIVE COURSE CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, JN 

 USPS SEMINAR SERIES CHAIR: Fred Taylor, AP 

SECRETARY: Diana Brown, S 

TREASURER: Janett Chandler, S 
 

SQUADRON SAFETY OFFICER: Jim Larsen, JN 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP 

LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, JN 

WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, AP 

PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR: Fred Taylor, AP 
LADY SKIPPER: Linda Eaton 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE CHAIR, Adele Campbell 

 

360 837-3702 COMMANDER@FVSPS.ORG 

360 833-2744  XO@FVSPS.ORG 

360 835-3069 AO@FVSPS.ORG 
360 828-8314 SEO@FVSPS.ORG 

360 604-1116 ASEO@FVSPS.ORG 

360 574-6908 BOATSAFE@FVSPS.ORG 

360 694-0434 CRAVE555@AOL.COM 
360 837-3702 KATHY@COMPUTERJON.COM 

360 604-1116 ROLYAT2@NETZERO.COM 

360 253-7918 SECRETARY@FVSPS.ORG 

360 837-1817 TREASURER@FVSPS.ORG 
  

360 695-0867 DOLPHINTOO@COMCAST.NET 
503 247-7008 SKIP.NITCHIE@COMCAST.NET 

360 837-3702 LOOKOUT@FVSPS.ORG 

360 896-5261 WEBMASTER@FVSPS.ORG 

360 604-1116 PR@FVSPS.ORG 
360 828-8314 LINDAEATON06@COMCAST.NET 

360 574-8998 ADELE28@COMCAST.NET 
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VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
www.fvsps.org 
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