THE LOOKOUT

NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER’S
MESSAGE

Cdr. Jack Valentine, N
Squadron Commander
503 709-8420
commander@fvsps.org
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There is a sign at our marina that | see every time | walk
down the ramp to my boat that boldly states “boating is an
inherently dangerous activity; proceed at your own risk”. |
sort of chuckle each time each time | see that sign, it's sort
of like the warning on a hair dryer..."do not to immerse in
water while operating”. It's easy to get complacent with
boating safety even though the newspapers frequently
remind us of the consequences. Three fishermen
drowned last week near The Dalles when their 18ft boat
overturned while coming in to the dock during a storm.
Had they simply been wearing their life jackets it would
have been a non-newsworthy event. Last month a 32 ft
cruiser exploded after taking on fuel at Danielson’s Ma-
rina. Fortunately there were no fatalities, but there were
several severe injuries. This was supposed to be the first
cruise for new owners. Even though there was a strong
odor of gasoline, it did not deter the new skipper from
starting the engines. It is reported that he did not know
what the blower was for...If he only had taken a basic
boating class first.

May 22-28 is National Safe Boating Week. Mayor Tim
Leavitt of Vancouver issued a Proclamation on behalf of
FVSPS decreeing the same for the City. Many thanks to
Fred Taylor, our PR Officer for orchestrating this with the
mayor’s office. Our squadron will kick off Safe Boating
Week to the general public with the Navigating the North-
west Seminar on Saturday, May 15™. This has been a
massive undertaking for many of our members and special
thanks are due to Kathy Kolstad for spearheading this
event. We also have a basic boating class, America’s
Boating Course, starting on June 7"". | am proud to be a
member of an organization that can offer these services to
our local boating community.
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EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

Lt/C George Eaton, SN
Squadron Education Officer
360 828-8314
seo@fvsps.org
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USPS has developed a new certification for boaters. It
is in the early stages but when fully implemented
should provide many benefits to USPS members, in-
cluding the satisfaction of being confident in your boat
handling skills.

BOC certifies that a boat operator has certain knowl-
edge and on-the-water skills within to receive a desig-
nation such as Inland Navigator.

To receive this designation, several area need to be
completed: Public boating Course, Seamanship, En-
gine Maintenance, Marine Electronics,

several seminars, an option of an additional course or
seminars and on the water skills testing.

I have one BOC manual remaining. If you would like to
look into this unique boating certification, let me know.
You can also find out more information on the USPS
Educational website.

P.S. Question from Bob Cravens...is anyone in-
terested in a JN or N class this summer.... if so
please contact me, Bob Cravens, at 360-694-0434
or craveb55@aol.com
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ADMINISTRATIVE
DEPARTMENT

Lt/C Jerry Brown, AP
Squadron Administrative Officer
360 253-7918

admin@fvsps.org
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8/5/1907 As part of the fifth day of the first Scout camp on
Brownsea Island, Lieutenant General Robert Stephenson
Smyth Baden-Powell (BP), the Brownsea Scouts practice
unselfishness through the game, Whale Hunt. As BP later
described it, "The whale is made of a big log of wood with
a roughly-shaped head and tail to represent a whale. Two
boats will usually carry out the whale hunt, each boat
manned by one Patrol, the Patrol Leader acting as cap-
tain, the corporal as bowman or harpooner, the remainder
of the Patrol as oarsmen. Each boat belongs to a different
harbour, the two harbours being about a mile apart. The
umpire takes the whale and lets it loose about halfway
between the two harbours, and on a given signal, the two
boats race out to see who can get to the whale first. The
harpooner who first arrives within range of the whale
drives his harpoon into it, and the boat promptly turns
round and tows the whale to its harbour. The second boat
pursues, and when it overtakes the other, also harpoons
the whale, turns round, and endeavours to tow the whale
back to its harbour. In this way the two boats have a tug-of
-war, and eventually the better boat tows the whale, and,
possibly the opposing boat into its harbour. It will be found
that discipline and strict silence and attention to the cap-
tain's orders are very strong points toward winning the
game. It shows, above all things, the value of discipline."
This is the first recorded Sea Scouting activity.

Déja vu continues the traditions' of Sea Scouts. Opening
day for the cruising season was spent all dressed up on
their boat, PATHFINDER, a 35 foot ex-Navy “L-Boat”, that
served as a Captain’s Gig before it was retired to Scout
use.

The Ship (this is what a Sea Scout unit is called) will be
selling firewood again this year and will do so over the
summer. We hope to have more oak for sale at a special
price to squadron members and we are asking for early
orders as we will probably only have 6-7 cords available.
The price will be $275 for a full cord this year.

Ship Déja vu, our squadrons’ sponsored Ship, participated
in a regional competition called “Regatta” at Camp Rilea
near Seaside on the weekend of May 7th. As usual, they
made an outstanding showing in competition which in-
cluded Military Style Marching, Presentation, Reports and
Commands, and of course executing nautical “stuff’ like
Compass Points, First Aid, Knots, Piloting, Engine Repair,
Seamanship, Marlinspike Activities, and Naval Etiquette
and Courtesy.

Déja vu continues to grow. If you know of youth ages 14+
who are completing or have completed 8th grade, please
give a representative of Déja vu a call.

Lady
Skippers
Report

The last meeting of the season will be held at noon on
June 10th at Bobbi Richuitti's house. This will be a salad
and desert potluck so bring something wonderful to share.
We always have a lovely time at Bobbi's beautiful home.
The address is 24414 NE 128th Street in Ridgefield,

| for one am looking for spring to start and stay around for
more than 3 days before winter returns. What a challenge
Mother Nature can be!
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Order Your $8 Magnetic Name Tag
Call Jan Bue at 360 574-0251

YOUR NAME

FORT VANCOUVER
SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
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United States Power Squadrons*

STORE

THERE'S SOMETHING IN IT FOR YOU

New, Used and Redesigned Inventory
Available for Purchase

Shirts & Hats $12, Squadron Burgees $18,
Set of 4 Burgee Coasters $25,
Burgee Magnet $5, D32 Patch $5

Contact Ships Store Chairpersons
Jerry & Diana Brown @ 360 253-7918
jerryb4711@comcast.net




FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS — DISTRICT 32

SQUADRON OFFICERS/CHAIRS CONTACTS

COMMANDER: Jack Valentine, N

EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Rick Gilbertson, AP

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Jerry Brown, AP

EDuUcCATIONAL OFFICER: George Eaton, SN

ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Fred Taylor, AP
PuBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Neal Smith, JN
ADVANCED COURSE CHAIR: Bob Cravens, SN
ELECTIVE COURSE CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, JN
USPS SEMINAR SERIES CHAIR: Fred Taylor, AP

SECRETARY: Diana Brown, S

TREASURER: Janett Chandler, S

SQUADRON SAFETY OFFICER: Jim Larsen, JN
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP

LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, JN
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, AP

PusLIC RELATIONS CHAIR: Fred Taylor, AP
LADY SKIPPER: Linda Eaton

SEA ScouT LIAISON: Kathy Kolstad, JN

360 833-2744
360 835-3069
360 253-7918
360 828-8314
360 604-1116
503 244-7607
360 694-0434
360 837-3702
360 604-1116
360 253-7918
360 837-1817

360 695-0867
503 247-7008
360 837-3702
360 896-5261
360 604-1116
360 828-8314
360 837-3701

SQUADRON MEETINGS

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

COMMANDER@FVSPS.ORG
XO@FVSPS.ORG
ADMIN@FVSPS.ORG
SEO@FVSPS.ORG
ASEO@FVSPS.ORG
BOATSAFE@FVSPS.ORG
CRAVES55@AO0L.COM
KATHY@COMPUTERJON.COM
ROLYAT2@NETZERO.COM
SECRETARY @FVSPS.ORG
TREASURER@FVSPS.ORG

DOLPHINTOO@COMCAST.NET
SKIP.NITCHIE@COMCAST.NET
LOOKOUT@FVSPS.ORG
WEBMASTER@FVSPS.ORG
PR@FVSPS.ORG
LINDAEATONO6@COMCAST.NET
KATHY @COMPUTERJON.COM

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is listed below under
“Coming Events”

Executive Meetings are held on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW Bernie Drive in Van-
couver.

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, August, Sep-
tember & January

Squadron Potluck/Meeting
Wednesday, May 19th

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”
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