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��THE LOOKOUT  

 J ULY  +/ -               NE WSLETTER  OF  THE  FORT  VANCOUVER  SAIL  & P OW ER  SQU ADRON          2009 
  

 

COMMANDER’S 
MESSAGE 
Cdr. Jon Kolstad, JN 
Squadron Commander 
360 837-3702 
commander@fvsps.org 

 
 

Summer is here but education never stops. You will see in 
Bob Craven’s article that two advanced grade classes are 
under way and maybe a third will be started.  Fred Taylor 
put on a successful series of seminars for Safe Boating 
Month in May. Thank you to the excellent team of instruc-
tors. 
 

Start planning for the Fall elective courses. There will be 
several available and Kathy will have more information on 
these as we get closer to September. We already have 
several members signed up for marine electronics, engine 
maintenance and weather.  
 

When you are out boating this summer, think about asking 
someone to join our squadron and take advantage of the 
education stimulus program. It will help our squadron but 
just as importantly, they will obtain an excellent education. 
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EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C George Eaton, SN  
Squadron Education Officer  
360  828-8314 
seo@fvsps.org 

The Government Island cruise in June was a success! I’m 
now nursing my boaters fatigue and reminiscing about the 
cruise. We had about 7 boats on Saturday and the 
weather was wonderful! Dave Kelln and I tried our luck at 
fishing but didn’t catch anything so I decided to see what 
was going under our boat. I turned on the fish finder and 
set the alarm to “Big Fish”. After about an hour of silence, I 
switched the alarm to “Tiny Fish” and still didn’t get an 
alarm. I guess there were no fish to be had or we certainly 
would have caught them.  
 
The JN Class is moving along nicely and my wife has 
been keeping me busy reviewing what I learned two and a 
half years ago. It’s painful to realize how much I have for-
gotten in that short amount of time. It reminds me of how 
much easier it is to take the classes in order, and with very 
little time in between classes. Helping Kathy with under-
standing what is in the JN material is a good review for me 
in preparation for the Navigation class that I’ll hopefully be 
taking this fall. The great weather has been a blessing for 
taking sun sites as part of my review. I took JN in the fall 
when the sun was much harder to find. 
 
I’m looking forward to the “Pirate Cruise” to Sand Island, 
across the river from St Helens City Dock, on July 17-19 . 
This is a great cruise to bring the kids to. There is a treas-
ure hunt and many other fun activities on Saturday. If you 
have kids, grandkids, or neighborhood kids that you want 
to be a hero to, bring them to the Pirate Cruise. The Saint 
Helens squadron goes all out to make this a weekend of 
fun, food and adventure. See the flyer on page 3. 
 
July 31 – Aug 2 is the annual Fort Vancouver Beacon 
Rock cruise which is another one of my favorites. Very 
nice facilities include hot showers, clean restrooms, shore 
power and camp sites. In addition to Reel Pleasure (our 
boat), we plan to bring our small rubber raft to “cruise” the 
estuary, then across to the island where we have seen 
Elk, Deer and Otters in the past. This is truly one of the 
most beautiful places to enjoy on the river. If you can’t 
come by boat, drive up on Saturday for lots of fun. We’ll 
have a potluck at 4 on Saturday so bring some yummy 
food to share. 
 
Yours in Summer Cruising, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C Rick Gilbertson,  AP 
Squadron Administrative Officer  
360  835-3069 
ao@fvsps.org 
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TTTHEHEHE   LLLEGENDEGENDEGEND   LLLIVESIVESIVES   OOONNN   
SEXTANTS AND NAVIGATION  
P/C Bob Cravens, SN 
Advanced Grades Chairman 
 
 
 
Our squadron is fortunate to have had forward thinking and 
generous benefactors as members. Fellow boaters who 
recognize the goal of USPS to educate everyone interested 
in all things nautical.  We have, over many years, become 
the grateful owners of six very nice sextants from these 
previous and current members. Charles Montgomery, a 
member of the Portland Squadron, donated a sextant to 
Fort Vancouver in recognition of the excellent instruction he 
received from Navigation instructor Mac McConnell.  The 
other five read like a “who’s who” of the founding and long 
time members of the squadron; Names like Mills, Stewart, 
Burton, Flagg, and most recently Burkett.  These people 
knew that others could benefit from the education that the 
squadron provides, and we thank them for their generosity. 
We now use the sextants to help members learn the art of 
navigation.  The use of these rather expensive tools makes 
learning far more significant. When you hold one of these 
finely crafted tools in your hands, you discover for yourself 
how ship captains, including Cook, Magellan, and Colum-
bus, safely sailed to and returned from the New World. 
 

In addition to the six donated sextants, we have also re-
ceived three beautiful metal instruments in wood cases as 
awards. In 1988 “Mac” McConnell was awarded the very 
prestigious Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching, a 
national award. The other two sextants were presented to 
Fort Vancouver Sail & Power Squadron in 1997 and again 
in 2007 for excellence in teaching the Junior Navigation 
and Navigation courses. 
 

I have personally used the instrument donated by Tom 
Stewart, N. This beautiful heavy brass instrument made 
taking sights difficult at first, but I soon learned to move effi-
ciently, thereby reducing the time needed to hold the Sex-
tant upright. For my Navigation sights, I used the German 
manufactured C.Plath Navistar that Mac won for us. More 
modern, this particular sextant has a light that facilities 
reading the vernier past twilight. 
 

We hope that you will come and join us in discovery of the 
great tradition of navigating by the sun, moon, stars and 
planets. Although today's mariner has modern electronics 
at hand, the art of navigation is a key to securing safe pas-
sage, and a means to unravel the complexity of passage at 
sea in years gone by.  
 

Please let me know if you would like to be put on the list for 
upcoming classes. As stated by current Junior Navigation 
student Kathy Kolstad, “There is something mysterious 
about navigating on the open seas. Even if I never venture 
offshore myself, I feel empowered just knowing how such a 
enormous task was ever undertaken.” 
 
COME JOIN IN ON THE FUN !! 
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USPS Is Dedicated to Education… 
 
...and Fort Vancouver Sail & Power Squadron 
is the place to learn.  This year FVSPS intro-
duced the Education Stimulus Program and 
we are off and running for 2009. Since the 
beginning of this year, the following members 

have taken and passed Elective and/or Advanced Grade 
courses: 
 

Seamanship  
Instructors: Fred Taylor & Dornan Holcomb  
  

 Angelia York  Shannon York 
 David Keith  Laura Keith 
 Diana Brown  Gayle Zachariasen 
 Edie Brannon 
   

Piloting 
Instructors: Fred Taylor & Keith Mathison 
  

 Doug McGriff  Patty Goodwin 
 Alice Stipak  Robert Goodwin 
 Marcia Drake  James Muir 
 William McCluskey Cindy Pierce 
 Anne Kohlstaedt 
   

Advanced Piloting 
Instructors: Leslie Sawyer & Steve Zinsmeister  
   

 Cindy Pierce  Anne Kohlstaedt 
 Jeff Gerritsen  William McCluskey 
 Alice Stipak 
   

Weather 
Instructor: Jon Cruz 
  

 Heather Heaton 
 

Sail 
Instructor: Larry Snyder 
   

 Al Griggs  Jerry Brown 
 

Operations Training 
Instructor: Al Sundberg 
 
   

 Diana Brown  Dave Stuckey 
 Caitlyn Fessler  Jerry Brown 
 Jack Valentine  Francie Stuckey 
 
Of course there have been additional options for education 
this year. The spring run of USPS Seminars were very 
successful and offered not only our own members, but 
members of the boating public with access to vital informa-
tion. The Public Boating Classes also give our members 
the opportunity to sharpen their boating skills while assist-
ing those new to boating education by serving as proctors.  
 

We all know that USPS promotes safety through educa-
tion. When you joined USPS, you received a USPS Ad-
mission and Education Certificate, signed by the Chief 
Commander, National Secretary, Squadron Commander 
and Squadron Secretary. Placed around the boarder of 
this certificate are small squares that list all of the classes 
and personal achievement opportunities available exclu-
sively to USPS members. As members complete classes, 
they receive a sticker from USPS National to place over 
the square indicated. There are two special stickers that 

acknowledge advancement; the Education Proficiency 
Award is presented upon completion of 3 Advanced Grade 
and 3 Elective courses, and the Educational Achievement 
Award which is only earned by those who have completed 
ALL USPS Advanced and Elective courses. These stickers 
are signed by the National V/C of Education. In addition, 
there are 3 stickers signed by the National Chief Com-
mander; The Operations Training sticker indicates that the 
member has taken the one and only course designed to 
introduce members to the history and traditions of USPS. 
The Life Member sticker is presented to members who 
have completed 5 years of membership in USPS. And, 
finally, the Senior Member sticker, earned by members 
who have not only completed 25 years of USPS member-
ship, but who have also earned 25 merit marks. Merit 
Marks are earned by contributing time and service to the 
USPS organization. The value of the Membership Educa-
tion Certificate is seldom known when it first arrives and is 
presented to new members, but completion of classes be-
comes quickly a badge of honor. USPS courses are the 
best offered. They take into account not only the needs of 
today's mariner, but also the rich tradition and challenges 
of years gone by, going way beyond the basics of boating 
education. 
 

With classes now underway, and several planned to begin 
early this fall, we expect this to be a record year for educa-
tion at FVSPS. If you have not signed up yet for a class, 
do it now. Just go on-line to FVSPS.org, pick your class 
and sign up. It doesn’t matter if the class is not yet sched-
uled. Signing up tells us that we need to get a class on the 
calendar. 
 

If you have any questions concerning any of the many 
educational opportunities (as student or instructor), please 
call a member of the FVSPS education team. We will be 
happy to assist you. 
 

Squadron Education Officer 
P/D/C George Eaton, SN  360 828-8314 
 

Squadron Assistant Education Officer and Seminars Chair 
1st Lt. Fred Taylor, AP  360 604-1116 
 

Public Boating Chair 
P/D/C Phyllis Sines, JN  360 574-6908 
 

Advanced Grades Chair 
P/C Bob Cravens, SN  360 694-0434 
 

Electives Chair 
P/C Kathy Kolstad, AP  360 837-3702   
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D32 Cruise & Rendezvous 
August 21-23 

St Helens City Docks 

 

�G�6�� ������4��;�� �

����$����"��;���
 

August 8-15 
Contact Chuck Rudkin 

cprbr@comcast.net / 360 921-6293 
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1999 27’ 242 Crownline Express Cruiser 
$28,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

454 magnum engine.. 300 hours… Bravo 3 out drive... 
stainless steal prop... trim tabs... Includes custom trailer 
and 7’ Zodiac w/ 3 hp motor... 3500 watt inverter... pow-
ered by 2 8d batteries... docking lights... spot light... full 
canvas and glass... swim deck... electric and gas stove... 
refrigerator... Microwave... vacu flush toilet... Shower... 
hand shower at swim deck... am/fm cd player... power 
level gauges... 2 person swivel driver seat... fish and 
depth finder... some boat accessories... VERY CLEAN 
BOAT sleeps 4...  
 

Terry at (503) 267-8731 
swampsister@juno.com �

�
�

�������������
���������
�

Astoria, OR to San Diego, CA: 
18500—18520—18580—18600—18620—18640—18645 
 

(Gulf of the Farallones) 
18680—18700—18720—18740—18774 
 

Harbor Entrances: 
18581 (Newport, OR – aka Yaquina) 
18587 (Coos Bay, OR) 
18603 (Crescent City, CA) 
18622 (Humboldt Bay, CA – aka Eureka) 
18649 (San Francisco Bay) 
18685 (Monterey Bay, CA) 
  

Evergreen Pacific River Cruising Atlas:  
Columbia, Snake, Willamette 
  

Charlie’s Charts of the U.S. Pacific Coast, 4th edition 
 

Exploring the Pacific Coast San Diego to Seattle -  
Don Douglass & R’eanne Hemingway-Douglass 
 

Cruising Guide to San Francisco Bay (includes charts 
#18645 & 18649) – Carolyn & Bob Mehaffy 
 

Contact: Sandra Smith 
skichick7275@msn.com 
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Fort Vancouver 
Education Stimulus Program 

 

You won’t get a better nautical education anywhere! 
 

¨ NEW MEMBERS: 
 Take Seamanship OR Piloting for 1/2 off  
 

¨ EXISTING MEMBERS: 
 Take Seamanship, Piloting, Marine Electronics, 
 Engine Maintenance, Weather, Cruise Planning, 
 OR Sail for 1/2 off 
 

Choose NOW. Stimulus funds and space are limited 
Check upcoming class dates at www.fvsps.org 
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COMING EVENTS 

SQUADRON OFFICERS/CHAIRS CONTACTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SQUADRON MEETINGS 

 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is listed below under 
“Coming Events” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are held on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW Bernie Drive in Van-
couver. 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, August, Sep-
tember & January 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
          

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.” 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 

BRIDGE MEETING - Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
REEL PEOPLE  PICNIC – Lake Merwin, North of Vancouver 
PIRATE CRUISE - Sand Island, Upper Dock 
FVSPS BEACON ROCK CRUISE – Beacon Rock Docks 
WATER TRAILS SAN JUAN CRUISE—San Juan Islands up North 
D-32 CRUISE & RENDEZVOUS - St Helens City Docks, St Helens OR 
FORT VANCOUVER DOWNRIVER LONG CRUISE – Vancouver to Astoria 

JULY 15 
JULY 15 
JULY 17-19 
JULY 31-AUG 1 
AUG 8-15 
AUG 21-23 
AUG 23-30 

COMMANDER: Jon Kolstad, JN 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Jack Valentine, JN 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Rick Gilbertson, AP 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: George Eaton, SN 

ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Fred Taylor, AP 

 PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Phyllis Sines, JN 

 ADVANCED COURSE CHAIR: Bob Cravens, SN 
 ELECTIVE COURSE CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 

 USPS SEMINAR SERIES CHAIR: Fred Taylor, AP 

SECRETARY: Diana Brown, S 

TREASURER: Janett Chandler, S 
 

SQUADRON SAFETY OFFICER: Jim Larsen, JN 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP 

LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 

WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, AP 

PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR: Fred Taylor, AP 

360 837-3702 COMMANDER@FVSPS.ORG 

360 833-2744  XO@FVSPS.ORG 

360 835-3069 AO@FVSPS.ORG 
360 828-8314 SEO@FVSPS.ORG 

360 604-1116 ASEO@FVSPS.ORG 

360 574-6908 BOATSAFE@FVSPS.ORG 

360 694-0434 CRAVE555@AOL.COM 
360 837-3702 KATHY@COMPUTERJON.COM 

360 604-1116 ROLYAT2@NETZERO.COM 

360 253-7918 SECRETARY@FVSPS.ORG 

360 837-1817 TREASURER@FVSPS.ORG 
  

360 695-0867 DOLPHINTOO@COMCAST.NET 
503 247-7008 SKIP.NITCHIE@COMCAST.NET 

360 837-3702 LOOKOUT@FVSPS.ORG 

360 896-5261 WEBMASTER@FVSPS.ORG 

360 604-1116 PR@FVSPS.ORG 
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��THE LOOKOUT  

  J ULY +/-            NEW SLETTER  OF  THE  FORT  VANCOUVER  SAIL  & P OWER  SQU ADRON            2009 
  

VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL  & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
www.fvsps.org 
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