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National Safe Boating Week was a great success from 
the Mayor signing the Proclamation, to the Hazel Dell 
Parade, District 32’s participation in the Willamette 
Lock Festival, and the highly advertised and hugely 
successful Safe Boating Week Boat Smart class. Now 
we’re into summer and relaxing times on the water, 
and are we ever ready for sunny days, warm nights, 
and boating!! 
 

This is the season to renew our membership, load up 
the cooler and cast off for that favorite boating location 
on the river or nearby lake.  The squadron has planned 
some great activities for the next 3 months; trips to 
Sand Island, Hayden Bay, Coon Island, Riffe Lake, 
Beacon Rock, Battleground State Park Picnic, Lake 
Chelan, down river to Astoria, St. Helens D32 
Rendezvous and Hoods Canal.  There should be 
something for everyone to take part in this summer 
and we hope to see many of you at several of the 
activities.  GO FORTH AND HAVE FUN…!! 
 

Many thanks to all of you who involved yourselves in 
the activities of May 20th; it truly was a busy day for 
the squadron and many of its members.  The groups at 
the head of the list were Déjà vu Sea Scouts, Water 
Trails, and Fort Vancouver Sails. The Reel People 
were fishing, five squadron members worked with D32 
at Lock Festival, and many members were just out 
enjoying the water. Hurray for all and thanks to all.     

 

Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The cruising season is in full swing with some great 
spring weather and unexpected heat.  With the snow 
melt the Columbia River water is fast and deep.  
Although deep water means less chance of running 
aground look out for wing dams, half submerged logs 
and the occasional floating picnic table. 
 

May was a busy month with the Hazel Dell Parade 
and the Willamette Locks Festival.  Chuck Rudkin 
and Bob Cravens did a great job with the parade and 
the weather was great.  On the same day the 
Willamette Locks Festival booth was manned by Ron 
Holeman and this was also a popular event and a 
new one for the squadron.   
 

As I walk the docks at my marina I see that there are 
still a lot of boats needing a current vessel exam.  Be 
sure you have a new VSC sticker on your boat.  
Gary Hardiman and his crew of inspectors (including 
myself) are always available to inspect your boat at 
any location.   You want to show up at the cruises 
with that new sticker on your boat. 
 

Remember that Co-op Charting is always a fun way 
to participate in a squadron activity and enjoy being 
outdoors and you can do it with or without a boat. 
 

If you read the newspaper you will notice that when 
there is a boating accident with fatalities the victims 
were not wearing life jackets.   
 

Please feel free to contact any of the committee 
chairmen to participate in what interests you.  They 
are always happy to have new volunteers and ideas.  
Active members are the key to our success. 
 

Have a great month.  I look forward to seeing you on 
the river. Please contact me if you have ideas or 
questions 
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell AP 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 
 

 
 

 
  

COMMANDER’S 
REPORT 
By: CDR Bob Cravens, SN  

�

�����������	�
����
��
�
�

����������	�
�����
��
�������������

������������ !"�#$�� ��



 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT   
LT/C NANCY BETTENCOURT, P 
 

 
                                                               

 

Hi everyone! If you weren’t at the last general meeting you 
missed a fantastic presentation by Dr. Steve Ebert.  Steve 
had everyone in stitches (no pun intended).  Thanks Steve! 
We appreciated the great info as well as the great delivery.  
 

Congratulations to the lucky door prize winners: Steve and 
Diane Orr , winners of the tableware (graciously donated by 
Gayle and Zach Zachariasen) and Dorman and Sue 
Holcomb who won the Maxicold Cooler on Wheels.  
 

Dorman had to relinquish the Cow Bell he earned just last 
month. The red-faced recipients were Rick and Brenda 
Gilbertson.  Rick forgot to lower his boat’s VHF antenna and 
broke it off while leaving his covered moorage, AND, 
depending on who you ask, either Brenda or Rick left the 
fenders blowing in the wind as they cruised down the 
Columbia River.  Everyone better watch out! Rick and 
Brenda will be out on the river looking for someone to pass 
the Cow Bell to. The Cow Bell Award is given for those 
OOPs situations that you hope nobody notices. For some 
sick reason Kathy Kolstad thinks it’s an honor to win it! Rick 
and Brenda were also recognized for their member 
participation in the squadron by our Commander AND were 
presented with a Power of One award by District 
Commander Phyllis Sines for influencing new members to 
join USPS. Looks like a clean sweep for the Gilbertsons!   
 

Thanks to everyone who helped with set-up and cleanup at 
our May meeting. Special thanks goes to Tom and Jeri 
MacGregor for bringing our supplies and getting the coffee 
on and ready for the crowd. We don’t have any meetings 
scheduled until September but there are still lots of fun 
things to do this summer.  Make sure to check your Cruise 
Schedules for upcoming cruises. The food is always great, 
and the company always friendly.   
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Sunday, August 6, 
the day of our squadron picnic at Battle Ground Lake State 
Park. We have reserved a large coved area with BBQ’s and 
all the creature comforts. For the kids and young at heart 
there will be swimming, volleyball, and fishing. Bring your 
paddle boat as the lake is gorgeous. More details to follow in 
next months issue and on our web site.   
 

Something new and different… We are offering a Paddle 
Smart class for June 3rd @ 10:00 AM. Ed Bettencourt has 
spent lots of hours putting together a really nice power point 
presentation and Paula Zellers, an avid kayaker for many 
years, will be teaching the class along with Gary Hardiman, 
our squadron Marine Electronics instructor.  E-mail me to 
reserve your spot in the class.  There is no test and it’s free 
of charge.  Best of all it’s at the Olsen’s house! If you haven’t 
taken a class there, you are in for a real treat!!!!! 
 

Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, P 
Phone 360 896-5261 
nancybett@msn.com 

 

Seamanship and Advanced Piloting classes 
completed in May.  Grades pending! A Boat Smart 
class during National Safe Boating Week was also 
completed.  
 

Our squadron was the recipient of another In-Focus 
projector recently that Don and Shirley Lenzie so 
generously donated to FVSPS. Don is our primary 
instructor for Advanced Piloting and he and Shirley 
have been members of USPS and have contributed 
generously to our squadron for many years. A hearty 
“Thank You” Don and Shirley for all you’ve done and 
especially for this latest gift. We can certainly put it to 
good use in the Education Department. 
 

Our fall schedule will begin in September with 
several courses planned.  Visit our web-site for the 
class schedule dates that will be published as they 
are finalized. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you in classes in 
the near future. 
 

LT/C Al Griggs, JN 
(360) 891-7029 
agriggs7@comcast.net   
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EDUCATIONAL  
OFFICERS REPORT 
LT/C AL GRIGGS, JN 
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A special thank you goes out to the following 
members who volunteered to work the Coffee Rest 
Stop Fund Raiser, helping to make it a tremendous 
success. We would also like to thank all of the 
unnamed members who donated cookies and 
supplies for the stop: 
 

David Rodriquez Mac McConnell 
Leslie Sawyer Ken & Liz McAllister 
Chuck & Barby Ruckin Rick Gilbertson 
Lloyd  & Edie Brannon Art Ricchiuti  
Chuck & Jan Nelson Jon Anderson  
Al & Anne Sunberg Brigg Franklin 
Barbara Petersen Don Andring 
Jerri MacGregor Phyllis Sines 
Bill & Cathie Petlock Shamus O’Flaherty 
Kathy Kolstad Charlene Dahlen 
Jan Chandler Steve Orr 
Steve Zinsmeister Bill & Betty Lofdahl 
Don & Chris Gartin Laurie Olds 
Ron & Leslie Holeman Ruby Bye 
Gary Hardiman 
 

The contributions made by those listed above will 
help to keep our squadron membership dues down, 
and to enrich the programs and events we offer 
throughout the year. 
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The May 20th  sail rendezvous was a success with 5 
boats showing.  Thanks to Sandy Smith, Brian Stipak 
& Leslie Sawyer, Rick & Joan Mathews, and Doug & 
Sophia Gould for bringing their glorious boats.  We  
were also able to board and tour Bo Knab's 54' 
Hunter, Luscious (the one with the enormous flag on  
July 4th).  We could have used more wind but Brian 
and Leslie did find puffs while others put the iron  
jenny in play.  Also thanks to Larry & Lee Ann 
Snyder for use of the docks.  Next time we will start 
later to take advantage of the afternoon wind. 
  

Don't forget the dinghy sail on June 17.  If you’ve 
never sailed a small boat, now is the time for one and 
all, including power boaters.  Details will follow.    
 

Our sailors scraped and painted the Sea Scout sail 
boat for the Hazel Dell parade.  It really looked 
spiffy, and I am sure it can be used for other Power 
Squadron events. 
  

We will continue to meet every other Saturday at 
0900, Sunshine Bagels, 808 Harney St, Vancouver, if 
there is interest.  Next meeting is 5/27.  I'm enjoying 
this group and having fun.  We are always open to 
suggestions for things to do.  I want to practice man 
overboard drills.  Any other ideas?   
 

Steve Zinsmeister 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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The water is running high and swift. Post a lookout to 
watch for debris , including full size trees that have 
been washed from the shoreline into the current. As 
these objects become waterlogged, they often sink 
below the surface, sometimes lodging at one end into 
the bottom of the river creating what is termed a 
“deadhead”. A seemingly small piece of wood may 
hide something far more substantial below. 

�

Warm, sunny weekends bring out the homeowner in all 
of us. Exercise caution when boating near or downriver 
from floating homes. Debris  that has accumulated 
against the floats and decking of these homes on 
water often get pushed into the current by industrious 
owners. Everything except the kitchen sink seems to 
be fair game so keep your eyes open. 
 

Wing dams  may seem to have disappeared, but they 
are right where they were last year. A wing dam is a 
manmade barrier, a series of pilings that extends out 
from the shoreline partway into the river. These pilings 
are placed just inches apart. Their height is never 
consistent due to wear, but they are always there. The 
purpose of a wing dam is to keep the channel clear by 
forcing water into a fast-moving center while holding 
back sediment, thereby reducing the rate of sediment 
accumulation in the channel.  Most, but not all, have a 
taller piling or dolphin (series of tall pilings tied together 
at the top) at the end. Wing dams create a hydraulic, a 
backwash that traps and recirculates. NEVER boat or 
swim near the upriver side of a wing dam. NEVER 
pass over a wing dam or attempt to pass between the 
pilings of a wing dam. ALWAYS  pass the piling or 
dolphin marking the outside end of a wing dam on the 
outer edge… never on the shore side. KNOW how a 
wing dam is marked on your chart; a straight line 
extending from shore with a small dot at the end. 
There are over 350 wing dams on the Columbia River 
between the mouth of the river and Bonneville Dam. 
Every year wing dams trap or impale boats that pass 
over these structures. During high water they may be 
hidden, but they are always there . 
 

Columbia River boating is a wonderful adventure. Be 
aware and you will be safe. Read your charts and keep 
your eyes open... you’ll avoid danger and not miss a 
moment of the spectacular beauty that surrounds us. 
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The Lady Skippers luncheon at the spaghetti factory 
was well attended, very informative, and lots of fu n.  
Everyone was asked to list ideas for future meetings 
and every suggestion was a great one.    
 

We welcomed 5 new members to the Lady Skippers; 
Suzanne Beaudreau, Carla DeFrance, Chris Gartin, 
Kathy Rafferty and Bobbi Ricchiuti.   
 

The next luncheon/meeting will be held at 12:30 PM 
on Thursday, June 8th, at Jake's Bar & Grill, located at 
4600 “A” NE St Johns Road.  Our guest speaker will 
be Mary Jones, owner of Scented Acres Lavender 
Nursery, a beautiful and heavenly smelling nursery 
that specializes in lavender, sage & mints. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you at our next 
luncheon. 
 

Lady Skipper, Jerri MacGregor 
360 263-1202 
Silversaloon74@aol.com 
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The Water Trails group wants to invite all trailer boaters 
to the June 17th meeting to practice their boat 
"backing" skills.  Instructors will help you learn some 
backing skills, and a practice session will let you try out 
the skills you have learned. For the more experienced, 
this will be a chance to practice on a "course" and earn 
the title of Master-Backer . 
 

We also want you to know that it is time to make 
camping reservations at Riffe Lake and Lake Chelan if 
you plan to spend the weekend without sleeping on 
your boat. Camping spots will begin to disappear very 
soon.  You may contact John Payne (360 574-8415), 
Ron Holeman (360 750-5766) or Maureena Cravens 
(360 694-0434) for contact points about camping 
reservations.   
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Fly Your Squadron Burgee! 
 

                          $20.00 
 

For These & Other Items 
Call FVSPS Ship Storekeeper 

  Janett Chandler @ 360 837-1817 
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FVSPS's recent "fun" and fundraiser was a 
huge success in many ways.  We grossed a 
total of $740.85 in donations.  The traveling 
public repeatedly expressed their 
appreciation for our being there and many 
asked about our organization.   
 
Our shift volunteers had fun working with 
each other and talking to the travelers.  
Conversations ranged from a discussion 
with a couple from Scotland about a 
submarine base in Scotland at which one of 
our members had served, to what it was like 
to have three tours of duty in Iraq.  We 
learned and shared so much by being there.  
 
Thanks to all who donated home-baked 
cookies, coffee and supplies, and to those 
who worked at the Gee Creek Rest Stop.   
We were lucky in securing the dates of 
November 6-10, 2006 for our next fundraiser 
at Gee Creek Southbound.  Lucky because 
that is another holiday weekend (Veteran's 
Day) with an increase in travelers.  Please 
contact Ed Bettencourt, Nancy Bettencourt, 
or Paula Zellers if you want to reserve your 
work shift in advance.  Don't miss out on 
the fun!!!!! 
 
D/Lt/C Paula Zellers, AP 
Squadron Treasurer 
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AFT CABIN W/ KING BED, HEAD & TILE SHOWER, FOREPEAK CABIN 
W/OWN ELECTRIC HEAD, GALLEY W/ NEW FRIDGE & MICROWAVE, 
NEW UPHOLSTERY, NEW CANVAS, SALON W/ FLEXSTEEL INCLINER,  
SONY TV & DOLBY 5.1 "BOAT THEATER", REMOTE CONTROL CD, 
AIR CONDITIONER, DICKENSON DIESEL FIREPLACE, 110V 
BASEBOARD HEATERS, NEW HULL & BOTTOM PAINT, NEW CANVAS, 
GPS, ELECTRIC WINDLASS, BOTTOM SURVEY NOV. 05, 8' DINGY, 
431C.U. GAS LINCOLNS 2050 HRS. - RUN GREAT - EXCELLENT 
COMPRESSION, OIL CHANGE SYSTEM, NEW HOSES, IMPELLERS & 
PORT HEAT EXCHANGER, 6.5KW KOHLER GENSET, 1500W 
INVERTER, 6-6V HOUSE BATTERIES, ESPAR DIESEL FURNACE 
(NEEDS MOTOR), MUCH MORE… 
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CHECK THE LINK 
http://www.pacifier.com/~blesses/Encore_ChrisCraft.html 
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Comes w/ compass, good anchor & line, dock lines, 
and cushions, all in good condition.  CDI roller fu rling, 
working jib.   
 

Nearly new spinnaker.  New mainsail has two reefing  
points and is a 6.5q Cruisemate w/cunningham & reef .  
Sleeps 4, enclosed head, galley area with a portable 
propane stove, handpump sink. 50hp Tohatsu 2-stroke 
motor, well maintained. 1996 Macgregor trailer. Stored 
in a heated facility during winter.   
 

Contact Ken at (503)539-4520 
kensnowski@aol.com 

 

 
 

27’ Ericson 
1/4 share for sale in partnership 

 

An economical way to own a boat. Located at 
Tomahawk Bay Moorage on the Columbia River.    

$2000 
Contact:  Bruce Miller at 541 382-3280 
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SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Bob Cravens, SN ..............................................................................360 694-0434 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER:. Stafford Campbell, AP...........................................................360 574-8998 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Nancy Bettencourt, P......................................................360 896-5261 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Al Griggs, JN......................................................................360 891-7029 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Larry Snyder, AP ....... ………………………………….503 737-1509 
SECRETARY: Josh Green, AP…………………………………………………………….503 310-5326 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP…………………………………………………………..360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Jan Bue…………………………………………………360 574-0251 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP..............................................................................503 247-7008 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, P ..............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Leslie Holeman..……………………………………..360 750-5766 
LADY SKIPPER: Jerri MacGregor. .............................................................................360 263-1202 
SEA SCOUT LIAISON: Larry Snyder, AP…….…………………………………………....503 737-1509 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is 
listed below under “Coming Events” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW 
Burnie Drive in Vancouver 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in 
July, August, September & January 
 

COMING EVENTS   
 

JUNE 2          REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
JUNE 3          WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
JUNE 3          PADDLE SMART CLASS – Ralph & Phyllis Olsen’s House, Vancouver 
JUNE 8         LADY SKIPPERS LUNCHEON – Jake’s Bar & Grill, Vancouver 
JUNE 9-11    SQUADRON CRUISE  – Sand Island, Upper Dock 
JUNE 10       FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
JUNE 10       FORT VANCOUVER CANOE/KAYAK  BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver            
JUNE 16       REEL PEOPLE  FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
JUNE 17       WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
JUNE 17       FORT VANCOUVER SAILS  - Dinghy/Small Sail Boat Rally, Hayden Bay 
JUNE 24       FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
JUNE 24       FORT VANCOUVER CANOE/KAYAK  BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver            
JUNE 28       BRIDGE MEETING – Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
JUNE 30       REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
                   

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  P/C KATHY KOLSTAD, AP 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
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VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/ 
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