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VOLUNTEERS:  We all know that the bridge officers, 
members of the executive committee, and chairpersons 
are volunteers, but have you thought about what it takes 
to lead a volunteer organization and really get things 
accomplished?      
     

There are two factors to any volunteer organization; the 
people who step forward to assume a leadership role, and 
the general members who are also volunteers by the 
nature of the organization itself.  The member volunteers 
have the most responsibility .  They not only provide 
supplemental help, they must also let the leaders know 
what they want to accomplish as a unit.  They must 
constantly mention, remind and suggest what is important 
to them and their fellow members. They must show and 
guide the elected officers and leaders to a path that fulfills 
their personal reasons for being a member. 
      

For instance, (WE) the Bridge of FVSPS are asking for 
your input in education.  How many new members would 
like to take a summer Seamanship class?   We don't know 
what your situation is, so we need for you to tell us. We 
have 26 of the finest instructors in District 32 waiting for 
YOU to tell us what you want.  There are always 
concessions.  For example, we normally only teach on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays with Wednesdays 
reserved for squadron business events like bridge, 
committee, and membership meetings. However, since 
there are no membership meetings during the summer, 
we could  hold class on Wednesdays.  In conclusion, I am 
asking you all to please call the Squadron Education 
Officer, Steve Zinsmeister 503-286-5859, or me, 
Executive Officer Bob Cravens, 360-694-0434, and tell us 
what you need. HELP US TO HELP YOU!  Give us an 
idea of what you want and when you want it.  We can  
and will respond. 
 

In other squadron activities, Cdr. Larry Snyder met the 
Mayor of Vancouver to receive a Proclamation for Safe 
Boating Week; the Fire Extinguisher class went well with 
20+ people attending; spring classes are drawing to a 
conclusion; vessel safety exams and CoOp charting are 
ongoing.   If you would like to enjoy any of these activities 
please check your roster to obtain the name and number 
of the chairperson for the activity and call them to become 
involved.  Let's all go and have fun this year….! 
 
Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
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EDUCATIONAL 
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LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN 
                                                               

 

 
Now that July is here it finally looks like our summer 
weather has arrived.  July is a great month for boating in 
the Northwest and we have two cruises on the schedule 
this month.  There is the “Pirates Cruise”, to Sand Island 
near St. Helens the weekend of July 16th (see flyer in this 
issue).  This cruise is hosted by St Helens Sail & Power 
Squadron and all D/32 squadrons are invited to attend.  
Fort Vancouver is having a cruise to Beacon Rock the 
weekend of July 30th.  Word has it that there will be a 
mass christening for several of the Fort Vancouver fleet at 
this cruise.  If you have not yet christened your boat, you 
are welcome to participate in this traditional ceremony. 
See the article on Christening A Boat in this issue of the 
Lookout. Public Boating Chair, Kathy Kolstad, has 
announced that, weather permitting, we will have an 
educational trip from Beacon Rock through the locks at 
Bonneville Dam at noon on Saturday, July 30th.  If you are 
interested in this adventure (taking your own boat or 
crewing on another) please contact Kathy at 837-3702. 
Further details of these cruises will be sent to members 
via email and fax.  
 

The Ft. Vancouver Power Squadron web site has 
information and directions for driving and cruising to all 
cruise locations.  Please consult the web site before 
leaving for any new info.  Ed Bettencourt does a great job 
of keeping the site current. The site address is 
www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/index.htm. 
 

Keep in mind that many of the cruise locations are fun to 
visit any time you want to get away.  If you are looking to 
visit areas not on our cruise list, let me know and I will get 
you details.  We have members who have been all over 
the Northwest and are happy to share their knowledge. 
 

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you on the river. Have a great 
month on the water!   
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, P 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
In keeping with the purpose of encouraging the study of 
the science of navigation, the USPS offers all of its 
members a progressive series of five “Advanced Grade” 
courses. SEAMANSHIP is the first of these five courses 
and is highly recommended as the official stepping stone 
to nautical know-how. 
 

A Seamanship class will be offered again in early 
September. This course is held one night a week for 
approximately 10 weeks. To help us order enough books, 
we would appreciate it if those expecting to take the class 
would contact either myself (Steve) or Asst. Education 
Officer, Bob Pelayo (360 750-6779). We do order extra 
books for last minute students and everyone is welcome, 
but if you do know that you want to take Seamanship this 
coming September, please give us a call.  The exact date 
and location will be announced in the August Lookout, and 
as soon as possible on the Fort Vancouver website under 
Classes. 
 

Since January 2005, the following members have 
attended a Seamanship class, and, having passed the 
final exam, have received their Seamanship grade: 
 

Ed Bettencourt…  Nancy Bettencourt…  James 
Bock…  Dick Curtis*…  Josh Green…  David Morse…  
Diane Orr…  Steve Orr…  BJ Pelayo…  Shawna 
Schroder…  Michael Shank…  Daniel Sorenson…  
Joseph Zutz…  
 

Dick Curtis (noted above), and his wife JoAnn, are long 
distance member of the Fort Vancouver Squadron.  They 
currently reside in Denver Colorado.  Dick and Jo will be 
relocating to the area, hopefully soon, but Dick did not 
want to wait to begin his nautical education.  With the help 
of Phil McLean, SEO of the Boulder Valley Sail & Power 
Squadron (CO), Dick was able to self study and passed 
his exam with a final score of 98%. We are all anxious to 
welcome Dick and Jo to the area, and to have them join 
us in our local activities. We send our sincere thanks to 
Phil for helping us out by proctoring Dick’s exam. 
 

Congratulations to all of our graduates! 
 

Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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“Frankly I didn’t think it was that rough, but I wore my 
inflatable PFD anyway.” These words were spoken by 
a fisherman describing his actions just before he and 
his fishing companions left the shelter of the harbor 
and crossed the bar.  Without warning, a large wave hit 
the bow of the boat.  They broached and every one 
was lost... EXCEPT THE FISHERMAN THAT WAS 
WEARING HIS PFD. 
 

What lesson is there to learn from this experience? I 
am sure you have all heard the old saying”there are old 
sailors and there are bold sailors, but there are no old 
bold sailors.” Why? Because a rookie will follow the 
rules to the letter because he does not have enough 
“experience” to know which rule he can disobey. Only 
we old salts believe that we are impervious to harm, 
We have either forgotten the rules or just become so 
blasé that we think the rules don’t apply. Perhaps we 
have been out there so many times with out mishap 
that we have relaxed the rules just a little, and we are 
still here to tell the story. Maybe the rules are only for 
the other guy. We believe that, right up to the time the 
boat is sinking and we are struggling in the water 
looking for the PFD that was right here just a minute 
ago.  
 

As the season swings into full gear we want to remind 
every one of our boaters to wear your PFD. Get one 
that is comfortable because you will wear a 
comfortable life jacket.  
 
Never forget that there are young boaters around 
looking at us, and when they see us in and around our 
boats acting like big shots that do not have to wear 
proper life saving gear we are sending a wrong and 
dangerous message. 
 

THEY ARE CALLED LIFESAVERS FOR A REASON ! 
 

One more thing; Every year there is some dilbert who 
blows himself and/or his boat up. There are hard fast 
rules regarding refueling, storing fuel, and starting your 
gasoline engine. Learn the rules. Don’t be a victim. 
Gasoline is much too expensive to waste it by building 
a bomb in the bilge of your motor craft. Stay Safe! 
 

Captain Bob 
503 286-3446 
captbald@aol.com 
 
 

SAFETY MESSAGE 
By: Bob Baldwin, Safety Officer 

� ���� � ��	�
���� � �
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See What All the Fuss Is About 
Visit the GB2005 Website 

http://usps.org/lc/d32/gb2005.htm  
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FORT VANCOUVER SUMMER 2005  
ON-THE-WATER AND BEYOND 

ACTIVITY SCHEDULE 
 
     July 7                                Lake Mer win Fish Fry      
                                               Reel People 
 
     July 15, 16, 17                  St Helens San d Island 
                                               “Pir ate Cruise” 
 
     July 29, 30, 31                  Beacon Rock 
                                               “Fun  Days” 
 
     Aug 5, 6, 7                        Rainier Doc ks 
                                               (SHSPS) 
 
     Aug 13                              Fort Vanc Squadron Picnic 
                                               Vancouver Lake 
 
     Aug 19                              Mystery Fi shing Adventure 
                                               Reel People 
 
     Aug 26, 27, 28                  St Helens Dock  & Park 
                                               D/32 Rendezvous 
 
     Sept 9, 10, 11                   Govt Island, East Dock 
                                               (PSPS) 
 
     Sept 23, 24, 25                 Govt Island, E ast Dock 
 
     Oct 21, 22, 23                   Hadleys Landi ng 
                                               Halloween Cruise 
 
     Nov 24, 25                        Govt Island,  East Dock 
                                               Thanksgiving Cruise 
 
     Dec 31 – Jan 2                 Coon Island, We st Dock 
                                               Pola r Bear Cruise (PSPS) 
           

REMEMBER 
 

All USPS members are invited to any on-the-water and 
beyond event sponcered by any USPS squadron or 
auxiluary group, including the Reel People & Fort 
Vancouver Sails. Check the Fort Vancouver website often 
for additional information on activities. 
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      FVPS Caps……………………...  $11.00 
      FVPS Burgee…………………..   $19.50 
      Magnetic Burgee………………   $  5.00 
      D-32 Patch……………………..   $  2.50 
      Uniforms & Accessories………   (Call) 

 

Price Includes Sales Tax 
 Visit your local marine store for USPS Ensign 

 

To Place Your Order Call; 
P/C Bill Hall, AP at 360 574-2647�

Lady 
     Skippers 
             Report 
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What is your life worth?  If you don’t know, ask your spouse, children, parents, siblings, or 
friends.  My guess is that you are worth much more than you think you are.   
 

If you are not wearing your PFD at all times while underway and when engaged in 
docking activities, perhaps you need to purchase one that you will wear. FVPS/USPS 
members can get the Mustang Suspender PFD for the same price as that offered to state 
safety agencies.   
 

The NEWLY DESIGNED inflatable suspender has a comfortable neoprene collar, denier 
ripstop nylon, and at-a-glance inflator inspection window. It provides 35 lbs of buoyancy 
when inflated, has SOLAS reflective tape for visibility, and a safety whistle to alert 
rescuers. 
 

·  MD3081 manual and oral inflation.  USCG approved Type III  $116.60  
  

·  MD3083 automatic, manual and oral inflation USCG approved Type V $153.70 
 
All of the Mustang Suspenders can also be purchased with a built-in safety harness that 
provides stainless steel rings and 2" webbing, tested to over 4000 lbs. The added cost for 
this feature is approximately $30. For weak or non-swimmers, ask about the NEW “Lift” 
PFD that elevates the wearer up to 9” above the waters surface when inflated. 
 

You can order the Mustang Suspenders by calling Susan Atlas toll-free at 1-800 776-
7199.  Tell her that you are a member of the United States Power Squadron.  NOTE:  
Inflatable PFD’s are not approved for wear by children under the age of 16 or weighing 
less than 80 lbs. 
 

This is not a promotion intended for any one company or product. Mustang is certainly 
not the only provider of inflatable suspender PFD’s.  Take the opportunity to look around, 
but don’t take to long to decide. 
 

Our primary purpose as members of the United States Power Squadrons is to promote 
safe boating.  We can and should set the example here. Get a PFD that fits and is 
comfortable and be smart… WEAR IT!  
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SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP...............................................................................503 737-1509 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Bob Cravens, JN. ...................................................................360 694-0434 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, P. .....................................................360 574-8998 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN .......................................................503 286-5859 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP .........................................................360 750-6779 
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S………………………………………………………………..360 750-6779 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP............................................................................... 360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Cristi Wilkins, S ........................................................503 977-6192 
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P.......................................................................503 286-3446 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, S. .............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S……………………………………..360 576-8111 
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelayo, S. ..................................................................................360 750-6779 
SEA SCOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR: Bruce Stoker, S……………….………………………360 571-0620 
 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August). 
TIME: 1830.  Location listed below under “Coming Events.” 
 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900.  Location listed below 
under “Coming Events”. 

 
LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  

 

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, 
August & September 

   

COMING EVENTS   
 

JULY 1           “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver 
JULY 7           “REEL PEOPLE” FRESH CAUGHT FISH FRY PICNIC – Lake Merwin 
JULY 9           “FORT VANCOUVER SAILS” BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
JULY 15-17     ALL SQUADRON PIRATE CRUISE – Sand Island (across from St Helen’s City Dock) 
JULY 15         “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver 
JULY 23   “FORT VANCOUVER SAILS” BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
JULY 27           FORT VANCOUVER BRIDGE MEETING – Bill & Alice Hall’s House, Vancouver 
JULY 29          “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Billygans Roadhouse, Vancouver 
JULY 29-31      SQUADRON CRUISE – Beacon Rock 
 
 
                   

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  P/C KATHY KOLSTAD, AP 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
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JULY        NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT V ANCOUVER SAIL &  POWER SQUADRON 2005 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    
             
 
 
  VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
                 WWW.USPS.ORG/LOCALUSPS/FTVAN/ 
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