NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

COMMANDER'S
REPORT

By: CDR Larry Snyder, AP

Py

One of the Commander’s responsibilities is to collect and
endorse the recommendations for Merit Marks for the
year. For our newer members; a Merit Mark is awarded for
extra time devoted to the squadron for teaching,
proctoring, assisting in the administration of the squadron
and participation in public service and boating safety
events. A Merit Mark requires at least 10 hours of time,
and most recipients contribute much more. It really is a
measure of member involvement. Merit Mark recipients
receive a certificate from National, and after 5 merit marks
are designated “Senior Members”. | am pleased to report
that so far this year (2005) 70 members, over 27% of our
membership, have been awarded a Merit Mark.

The squadron Christmas party on December 15 at the
Vancouver Water Resources Center was a great success.
We had a good turn out, and a great turn out of new
members who received their certificates. Entertainment
was provided by the wonderful harp music of Valerie
Blessley. Thanks to Stafford Campbell our AO, Jan Bue
our Meetings Coordinator and to B.J. Pelayo and the Lady
Skippers for the sale and raffle.

After many months in the possession of Past Commander
Kathy Kolstad, the infamous Cowbell finally appeared at
the Christmas party. The Cowbell is a special traveling
award for the demonstration of seamanship skills best not
to be observed in public. Examples are running aground,
leaving the dock with the power cord still attached and
forgetting the transom plug when launching from a trailer.
The latest recipient is yours truly. My transgression was
the improper display of nautical flags. We do teach a brief
section on flags as a part of nautical etiquette in the
Seamanship course and | have always prided myself on
my strict adherence to protocol. However, even the best of
us sometimes lapse. At the D32 Rendezvous at St.
Helens, | landed at the dock correct in every way, except
one; | had neglected to remove my yacht club burgee from
the same hoist as the Squadron ensign, and worse vyet, it
was above the Ensign. O shame, O shame. Rest assured
it will never happen again, and rest assured | shall never
be allowed to forget the transgression by certain Squadron
members. Also, be on guard that the Cowbell is now mine
to award.

Many thanks for your participation and support in 2005,
and Happy New Year.

Cdr. Larry Snyder, AP
503 737-1509 lIs.las@comcast.net

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The following members are nominated to serve
Fort Vancouver Sail & Power Squadron during the

2006-07 Bridge year:

Squadron Commander:
Executive Officer:
Administrative Officer:
Educational Officer:
Asst. Educational Officer:
Asst. Educational Officer:
Secretary:

Treasurer:

Board of Directors:

Nominations:

Planning & Rules:

Auditing:

Bob Cravens, JN
Stafford Campbell, AP
Nancy Bettencourt, P
Al Griggs, JN

Bob Pelayo, AP

Larry Snyder, AP
Josh Green, AP
Paula Zellers, AP

Dorman Holcomb, AP
Fred Pickering, AP
Zach Zachariasen, S

Larry Snyder, AP
Kathy Kolstad, AP
Gary Hardiman, AP

Al Sundberg, SN
Lloyd Brannon, P
Art Ricchiuti, S
Bobby Ricchiuti

Rick Mathews, AP
Joan Mathews, AP

Respectfully submitted by the Nominating Committee:

D/Lt/C Phyllis Sines, JN
P/C Gary Hardiman, AP
P/C Kathy Kolstad, AP

Those presented are voted on by the squadron members
during the Annual Meeting. Additional nominations can be
made from the floor prior to voting.

The annual meeting will be held at Pied Piper Pizza on
Thursday. February 16"™. Please plan to attend.




EXECUTIVE
OFFICER’'S REPORT

LT/C BoB CRAVENS, JN

1

2006 ! A new beginning and yet a continuation.

The Education year is ¥ complete.

The Co-Op Charting year is %2 complete.
The Historian's year is % complete.

The Command year is ¥ complete.

The Financial year is complete.

The Vessel Safety Exam year is complete.

The obvious conclusion: The Power Squadron is a
complex organization with unlimited opportunities.

As | was thinking about the completion of events for the
year 2005, | noticed that we had recorded a great number
of Vessel Safety Exams. But the numbers did not seem to
be large enough to have included all of our member's
boats. | know that only one of my boats had an exam, and
| know of at least two other members that did not have
even one exam. For an organization that is known for
educating the public about SAFE BOATING we should
have more than a majority of our own members boats
examined. Don't you agree?? | would like to see us work
very hard to have ALL of our boats examined this year. If
we do this as part of getting our boats ready for summer, it
would become part of the annual routine. Please contact
Gary Hardiman to schedule your VSE now. This is a good
plan for us, our family, our friends, the squadron and the
boating community in general. And the squadron would
benefit from having a greater number of VSE reports and
could rank higher in the district competition. LET'S BOAT
SAFE - HAVE AN EXAM ! HAVE FUN !

Speaking of being first in the District, our Co-Op Chair,
Ron Holeman, has guided Fort Vancouver to the highest
score in our District. March 31* is the year end for Co-Op
Charting so call Ron to become involved in one of our
FUN activities!!

Our main activity for January each year is the BOAT
SHOW, and this year our Chair is Michelle Payne. If you
would like to see the show for the price of working for a
couple of hours, please call Michelle. This is a great
opportunity for new members to learn about the squadron.
You will be paired with a senior member to work with
during your shift. The work shifts for our three days are
filling fast so call now...!

The USPS annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida this year is
scheduled for Jan 3-7 and | will be going; so | hope to
have lots of new and exciting things to report about later in
the month. LET'S GO HAVE FUN...!!

Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN
360 694-0434
crave555@aol.com

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER’'S REPORT

LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, AP

1

Happy New Year! 2006 promises to be a great year for
boating on the river. We will have the 2006 Cruise
schedule out soon so you can plan for the upcoming
season.

This month we have the traditional chili cook-off at the
PUD building. The meeting is on January 18 at 6:30 PM.
Chili is provided by your squadron bridge... You bring a
side dish or dessert. Vote for your favorite chili and fill up.
In addition we will have a presentation from Lyman Louis
about his trip to Louisiana to help with boat salvage from
Hurricane Katrina. Lyman has many interesting stories
and pictures to share with us.

The boat show is this month and will give you some
inspiration to do those boat chores before the cruising
season begins.

Ft. Vancouver Power Squadron web site has info and
directions for driving and cruising to all cruise and meeting
locations. Please consult the web site before leaving for
any new info. The site address is;

www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/CruiseSched.htm
Have a great month!

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions. | look
forward to seeing all of you on the river.

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP
360 574-8998
sales@scpackaging.com
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EDUCATIONAL
OFFICERS REPORT

LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN

Y

The education program is in high gear. | want to
acknowledge the following people who successfully
completed courses.

Bob Baldwin passed Seamanship 102 and therefore
is also rewarded the grade of Advanced Piloting. To
get to AP requires passing all prior advanced
grades. He was lacking S 102. Good work Bob.

Also passing Seamanship 102 were: Jon Anderson,
Celia and John Cruz, Andrew Jones, Carl and Dee
Dee McGarey, Marty Nyemaster-Schelb, Art
Ricchiuti, Leslie Sawyer, Brian Stipak, Brian
Thompson, Barb and Tom Toussaint. Art again had
the high score (98). Way to go class. | have a good
number of these students in Piloting.

Ed Bettencourt and Steve Orr passed Marine
Electronics 101, 102, and 103. Norm Wood passed
101 and 103 and will test for 102 soon.

| have sent in the Weather tests and await the
results.

We are scheduling Boat Smart courses and need
instructors and proctors. All you recent graduates
would really enjoy teaching or proctoring this class.
It really reinforces what you have learned and is fun.
Please contact Kathy Kolstad if you want to help.

Up coming classes include Cruise Planning and
Navigation. We will have another Seamanship class
in the early spring and possibly another Piloting class
to follow. Take advantage of the education Ft
Vancouver offers.

Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN
503 286-5859
cafzins@comcast.net

NEED CREDIT FOR YOUR MERIT MARK?

Come join us January®hrough the 8 assembling
kits for science classes. This is a great oppdstdar
both a fund raiser and to fulfill your Merit Mark
requirements. Put in as much or little time as yg
would like to volunteer.

The job is as easy as it gets... a sit down job wih
thinking required. You will be counting materiats t
be put into kits for volunteer teachers to teackida
science to elementary kids. This project is spato
by Oregon Health Career Center working with th
Americorp Program (the domestic Peace Corjp.
OHCC will provide lunch and great working
conditions.

Call Bob Cravens at 360 694-0434 for scheduli
and details. Cdr. Larry Snyder will be on site todg
your activities and help with orientation.  This
opportunity will also net the squadron some extfa
money... money we use to keep dues down.

JOIN US...IT'S FUN!



3 3 $+
360 546-0145
lase-spl@msn.com
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FORT VANCOUVER SAILS

With the upstart of Fort Vancouver Sails, 2005
was an exciting year for the sailing members of
our squadron. As a group, we met every two
weeks to talk sailing and plan adventures. As
friends we found another social outlet to explore
our nautical passion.

Bill Bland, who so ably led us for the past year,
has decided he must step out of that role. He will
be sorely missed. I'll step in until one of you
volunteers to take over (hint, hint).

We will not meet on January 7 due to our
participation in the Portland Boat Show, so our
next breakfast at Sunrise Bagels will be Jan. 21,
2006.

If you sall, if you have ever sailed, or if you are just
curious, please come join us. Everyone is
welcome!

Larry Snyder
503 737-1509




UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS
FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON

BoOAT SMART SAFETY COURSE

Jan 24, 26, 31 & Feb 2
Boaters World
Jantzen Beach Shopping Center

7-9 PM
$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

Feb 7, 16, 21 & 28

Port of Camas/Washougal
Hwy 14 - Camas

7-9 PM

$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

March 7, 9, 14 & 16
International Air Academy
Mill Plain Blvd - Vancouver

7-9 PM
$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

March 21, 28 & April 4, 11
Hazel Dell Church of Christ
Lakeshore Ave - Vancouver

7-9 PM
>< $30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
2 7"@A="= @ (no charge for instruction)
2 B
CONTACT: Kathy Kolstad — 360 837-3702

+

Recommend the Boat Smart Class to Someone Today!




WELL WORTH REPEATING

When you are making cookies for the family or any
special occasion, consider putting a dozen or so into
a freezer bag for use at our twice-yearly rest stop
fundraisers. Mac MacConnell has once again
offered his freezer for storage of these cookies until it
is time to use them. Give your cookies to the
Pelayo’s or to Paula Zellers who will get them to
Mac's.

It is quite evident when volunteering at the rest stop
that: HOMEMADE COOKIES BRING IN MORE
DONATIONS.

Thanks for you help in making this "fun fundraiser" a
success!
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Teaching Boat Smart is a joy! You
meet people eager to learn how to boat
safely in our local waters. Some are
somewhat experienced, some brand
new to boating, and a few who thought
they knew it all and ended up court
ordered to attend.

Boat Smart classes will be starting up
this month. This is our first and best
opportunity to present the benefits of
USPS and FVSPS on a personal level.
Experience is the best teacher and we
need your ideas and experiences to
share with those who come to us for
knowledge.

A free refresher course

Credit towards your merit mark
The opportunity to make new
friends and meet new people

Contact Kathy Kolstad at 360 837-3702
if you can help teach or proctor a public
boating class.




Fly Your Squadron Burgee!

FVPS Caps

FVPS Burgee

Magnetic Burgee

D-32 Patch

Uniforms & Accessories

For These & Other Items, Call
P/C Bill Hall, AP @ 360 574-2647

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK
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YOU GOT BILGE OIL?

Oil in your bilge is not only unsafe, it can be downright
dangerous. | have spent some time sailing/cruising here in
the Pacific NW, as well as up and down the Eastern
Seaboard, and | have, upon occasion, found oil in my bilge.

| returned to Florida last year to retrieve our boat. | started
the engine to charged the batteries and managed to blow an
oil line putting about 4 quarts of oil into the bilge. | was
fortunate that none was pumped overboard. | went to the
marina office hoping to purchase some bilge pigs. They no
longer had a concession, but luck was in my favor. They
provided me with a product provided by the Florida Clean
Marina program. "Enviro-Bond" polymer is used in
“socks” (booms) to suck up gas, oil and other
hydrocarbons from bilges and other areas. | was
informed that once the product had sucked the oil out of the
bilge, | could dispose of it in the regular trash. Was |
skeptical? You bet!

Having successfully used this product | headed right over to
West Marine, hoping to purchase more, and found they do
not carry them. | went to another marina | had been a regular
customer at and they were of no help. But, a police officer
there, another friend, gave me more of these bilge
socks/booms. | had the cleanest bilge water in the state...
well, the cleanest my boat ever discharged.

I have yet to find this product for sale locally, but did finally
locate it on the internet. | have found that once contained,
the disposal is relatively simple. This absorbent device is
designed to absorb spilled or leaked liquid hydrocarbons,
which accumulate in the bilge of a boat. Once the
hydrocarbon comes in contact with the material inside the
boom it is converted from liquid to a solid. The hydrocarbons
will not drip from the bonding polymer. Bonding commences
immediately and reduces the off gasses by 80% in 5 Minutes,
effectively reducing the fumes in the bilge compartment. Each
bilge boom will absorb and bond 2.5 quarts of oil, gasoline,
and diesel. When used in the bilge, it does not soak up water,
but combines with hydrocarbons only, converting as high as
1:15 of material to liquid (depending upon what the
hydrocarbon is).

This non-toxic material has an indefinite shelf life and is
harmless to fish and wildlife. The list just goes on and on.

| have heard that NOAA has just recently endorsed this
product and that it is being distributed in the Philadelphia
area. Several states in the East are using federal monies to
assist marinas in providing this product to help keep the
waters clean. | hope that we can get a like program going in
our own area.

Thank you for following this story,
Tom Burkett, SN
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%* Cdr. Diane Julum, JN
Commander’s Message

As | sit down to write this message, | am reminded of how important it is to take time for communication. At our
fall conference, we had a wonderful presentation by very energetic members of Ft. Vancouver. They shared
with us a number of ways in which we can involve ourselves within USPS. It might start with just an idea
between friends. But they didn’t stop right there, they took a step further. They said “why not” instead of
“why”. Just as the ideas within each squadron: Coos Bay, Willamette River, Portland, Ft. Vancouver, St.
Helens, Beaverton and Lower Columbia, they all sprout terrific plans for fun and education.

District 32 is a small district that is filled with squadrons who have no real boundaries. We truly do not
separate ourselves. Our activities are open and inviting to all members. Please choose to be an active
member within your squadron and within D32. It all starts with communication. Let us know your ideas!

Speaking of ideas, | would like to share one of mine. It has to do with a little item called a “District Flag”....
District 32 does not have one. So my idea is to ask for designs. Please propose your design by our February
11™ Spring Council meeting. Your design should reflect D32 and should be in color, minimum 8.5 X 11 inches.
Please describe in rich detail your idea and what or how it represents District 32. We will determine which flag
design will be sent to the Flag and Etiquette committee at National for approval. The final decision will be
made by a majority vote at our Spring Conference and Change of Watch to be held in Vancouver on 4 March.
Be creative, enter as many designs as you would like and have fun!

As our New Year approaches, take time to communicate with others. Share in the activities and classes that
are coming up. Be a part of the best thing that USPS has to offer, fellowship and education.

This brings to mind, the USPS Educational Endowment Fund. A good number of our members already
contribute to the fund through a donation of $1.00 with every annual dues cycle. Many of our District 32
members have no idea about the fund and do not know if they are making a contribution. | would like to share
some information about the fund with you.

The USPS Educational Fund is a legal trust, run by trustees elected by the USPS Governing Board. The
purpose of the Fund is to promote the development and the furtherance of educational programs and
techniques in boating, seamanship, navigation, engine maintenance, marine electronic equipment, sailing,
weather, boating safety and other marine activities by issuing grants.

It is through these grants that USPS has been developing new improved courses like the latest Piloting and
Advanced Piloting Courses. Those courses and others can't be updated if funds are not made available.

In the past, members found the Education Fund to be slow in crediting or acknowledging a squadron’s
contribution. This is not the case now! By donating a single dollar per member, a squadron can be awarded
Honor Roll. Only the interest generated within the fund is spent each year. Grants can be applied for by
submitting a USPS Educational Fund Grant Request. | ask that you please consider making a contribution to
see that new courses and programs are continually being developed. District 32 Education Fund Committee
Chairman is P/C Walter Johnson, SN. Contact Walt or myself to make that very important contribution.

One more thing ... | wish for all members of District 32 and USPS, a very healthy, happy and prosperous 2006!
D/C Diane M. Julum, JN




D/Ex/O Phyllis Sines, JN
Executive Officers Report

Shamus and | hope your holidays were full of PeaxcbHappiness.

Now it is time to begin a new year. Time seemgddy so fast these days. | have a hard timeiegjet is almost 2006. The New
Year brings new beginnings and a renewal of dreafwms.you planning a long cruise or buying a nevatBoHave you done you
research and taken all the classes you need teay? The Portland Boat Show is a good placttt df you are in the Portland
area be sure to volunteer to work so you can getddmission. If you are traveling up this wagee the show, call one of the local
squadrons to see if they need some help. We lalhge¢o District 32 and need to take advantageuofroembership.

Your squadron education committees are planningldss schedule for the new year. Let them knoatwlasses you want to take
so they can be put on the schedule. Cruise Plgrefiauld be at the top of your list if you are gpom an extended cruise. Weathe
Engine Maintenance, Marine Electronics and of aetine new Piloting classes are a must also. Winbeb one of the best
educational organizations in the world. Take atkg® of it.

Shamus and | are going to Orlando in January ®tBPS Annual Meeting with other D32 representatiwé/e will bring back lots
of information to share. We want to help make D82 of the strongest and best districts in USPS.

Happy Holidays,
D/Lt/C Phyllis Sines, JN

D/E/O Jim Beachell, JN
District Education Office

The yearly D32 Education awards were presenteukaftall Conference. Recaps of the winners areaWigite River with the
Advanced Grades, Elective Courses and Educatianficency Awards. Ft. Vancouver Received the RylécClung Education
Award and the Prince Henry Award for completiongiand N. Congratulations to both squadrons feir gchievements, as well a|
congratulations to every member of D32 that setayght or attended a USPS course.

Great things are being developed for each coufeeeaf by USPS. The next few years will see theasdeof exciting new course
material that is only available to USPS membevgoulld encourage every member to decide on takicmuese offered by either you
local or neighbor squadron this year. The matésiap to date and reflects the latest that tectgyolas to offer. If it has been some
time since you completed a course, think abouttakiagain as a refresher, what a fun and infoxmatay to spend the winter
months learning new skills for use during the bmgeason. | encourage every member to ask th@raBut up future class
offerings, | promise you will make their day.

Now off to my boating season, the jet sled is fdelp, fuel filters changed and the Winter Steelteadcalling, | must go.
| wish every member a happy and successful new year

D/Lt/C Jim Beachell JN

DISTRICT 32 SPRING COUNCIL

The site of our Spring Council will be the Moose Lodge in Warren, OR, hosted by St. Helens Sail and Power Squadron.
The council will begin at 0900. Following the Council meeting will be the Educational Seminar. D/E/O Jim Beachell and
Asst. D/E/O Don Lenzie will present numerous education related topics. They promise to get us on our way home before
1600. A lunch break will occur between the two meetings. Lunches may be purchased from the Moose.

Date: February 11, 2006
Location: Moose Lodge
57317 Old Portland Rd
Warren, OR 97053 ALL DISTRICT 32 MEMBERS ARE WELCOME
Time: 0900-1130 Council Meeting AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND!
1130-1230 Lunch ($7.00)
1230-1530 Educational Seminar




FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS - DISTRICT 32

SQUADRON OFFICERS

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP 503 737-1509
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: BOD Cravens, JN. ..ot e 360 694-0434
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, AP. ..o, 360 574-8998
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN 503 286-5859
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP 360 750-6779
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S 360 750-6779
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP 360-571-8120

PuBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR. 11 ttittitttittttttitteseetstssas et st seasttssns et st sea et ssasea st sanretetsrnrstaesnrens
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P 503 286-3446
LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, P 360 896-5261
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S.............cccoiiiviiiiiiieeieene e ...360 576-8111
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelay, S. ..o 360 750-6779
SEA SCOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR oottt ittt ettt et eee ettt et e et e e e e et st ee e e et saees e srnrreeeaens

SQUADRON MEETINGS

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). Date, time and location listed
below under “Coming Events”.

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900. Location listed below
under “Coming Events”.

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July,
August, September & January

COMING EVENTS

DEC 30 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

JAN 3-8 SQUADRON FUND RAISER - Oregon Health Career Center, Portland
JAN 7-15 PORTLAND BOAT SHOW - Expo Center, Portland

JAN 13 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

JAN 14 WATER TRAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

JAN 18 ANNUAL SQUADRON CHILI COOK-OFF, Clark County PUD, Vancouver
JAN 21 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver
JAN 24 BOAT SMART CLASS BEGINS — Boaters World @ Jantzen Beach, Portland
JAN 25 BRIDGE MEETING - Bill & Alice Hall's House, Vancouver

JAN 27 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

JAN 28 WATER TRAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

FEB 4 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver
FEB 11 DISTRICT 32 SPRING COUNCIL — Moose Lodge, Warren

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”
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Happy New Year!

THE LOOKOUT

NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE
www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/




