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January 12, 2006 was my lucky day. That’s the day I took 
a header down the stairs in my living room and fractured 7 
ribs and my left wrist. “Lucky”, you say; “how so”? Let me 
count the ways: 
 

1) I was in the house, not on my boat where I had 
been several times, at night and in high winds 
checking lines and covers. A fall there would have 
put me in the drink or on the dock with little 
prospect for help. 

  

2) I was not on a cruise, far from Fire Rescue and 
quick medical response 

 

3) I did not break my neck, back or puncture a lung. 
 
So, as you can see, it was a lucky day. 
 
What I learned, or was reminded of by my lucky day: 
 

1) Carelessness causes accidents and complacency 
causes carelessness. Just because we have done 
something safely forever doesn’t mean we won’t 
screw it up on the next try. 

 

2) Pay close attention to the primary task at hand. In 
my case that was walking downstairs, not looking 
at the paint samples in my hand. 

 

3) It is important to have another person close, who 
knows where you are and when to expect you 
back. Certain circumstances require assistance. 

 
I also learned that I have a whole bunch of good friends in 
Ft. Vancouver Sail and Power Squadron. In fact, we all do; 
and they stand ready to lend a hand and a cheerful voice 
whenever it is needed.  
 
Thanks to all of you. I only regret I missed my opportunity 
to win the Chili cook-off. I have, however been assured 
that I shall get a “rain check” to participate next year. 
 
Cdr. Larry Snyder, AP 
503 737-1509 
lls.las@comcast.net 
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The USPS Annual Meeting in Florida was very exciting! 
We have a new National Bridge and Chief Commander, 
Ernie Marshburn, SN.  The meetings were thoughtful, well 
managed and covered every subject that is listed on the 
back page of the 'Ensign'.  The weather however was 
worse than here in the Northwest, we had freezing 
temperatures one night. 
    

Next month is our squadron's “Safety Month” and this year 
we will sponsor two First Aid/CPR/Defibrillator classes.  
The first will be held during the day on Thursday, Feb 16th 
beginning at 9 AM and will last approximately 7 hours.  
The second class will be held the evenings of Monday, 
Feb 13th, and Wednesday, Feb 15th at 6:30 PM and will 
last approximately 3 hours per session.  The cost will be 
$10 per person. Classes will be limited to the first 20 
persons to sign up. Both classes will be held at the Hazel 
Dell Church of Christ, 11105 NW Lake Shore Ave.  Please 
contact Bob Cravens quickly for registration. 
    

The season of meetings is upon us, beginning with the 
District Spring Council, hosted by St. Helens squadron at 
the Warren Moose Lodge on Saturday Feb 11th, beginning 
at 9 AM.  Everyone is welcome to come and see the 
workings of the District.  The afternoon session will feature 
an education seminar. The District Education Officer will 
discuss the ideas and decisions conveyed at the USPS 
Annual Meeting, including the instructor "re-certification" 
process that will be required for many of us in 2007. Lunch 
will be available for just $7 per person.  Call Bob Cravens 
for directions or car pooling information. 
     

We will be able to start conducting the 2006 Vessel Safety 
Exams as soon as Gary Hardiman receives the new 
decals.  When the decals arrive Gary will notify each 
examiner to arrange for distribution. 
    

The current Co-Op Charting year ends on March 31st.  If 
you would like to do some discovery this coming year 
please call Ron Holeman or Bob Cravens and let go find 
some monuments.  You only need to score 83 points to 
make the National Honor Roll and that is really easy to 
obtain.  Call and we can go out one day, gather some 
marks and earn some points. 
 

Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 
 
 
  

COMMANDER’S 
REPORT 
By: CDR Larry Snyder, AP  



 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT   
LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, AP 
 

 
                                                               

 

We are one month closer to cruising season.  The rains 
are filling the river to help keep us from running aground.  
Just watch out for the logs and other floating debris. 
 
This month we have the traditional squadron annual 
meeting/pizza feed and election of officers for the 2006/07 
bridge year.  The meeting will be held at Pied Piper Pizza 
on February 15th at 6:30 PM.  Pizza is provided FREE for 
all members who attend.  Members are asked to purchase 
their own drinks and side dishes. Pied Piper Pizza is 
located in Orchards at 12300 NE Fourth Plain Rd. This is 
another fun event and one that will let you meet the 
incoming bridge.  The free pizza is always a bonus.    
 
The Fort Vancouver Sail & Power Squadron web site has 
info and directions for driving and cruising to all cruise and 
meeting locations.  Please consult the web site before 
leaving for any new info. The site address is:  
 

www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan 
 
Please contact me if you have ideas or questions.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you on the river. 
 
Have a great month!   
 
Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP 
360 574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations Are In Order 
 

The Cascade Pacific Council, Sea Scout Adult 
Recognition dinner was held on Saturday January 
21st. We congratulate this years award winners: 
 

�  First Ship out for the New Year: Déjà vu 
 

�  Skipper of the Year: Cristi Wilkins  
 

�  Committee Member of the Year: Bob Cravens  
 

�  District Award of Merit:: Cindy Silva 
 

�  Fleet Staff Award: Timothy Calderwood 
 

�  NECCO award: Neal Smith 
            (equal to the FVSPS Cow Bell Award) 

�
�

 

We have more kudos for Ft Vancouver students.  
Educational proficiency awards have been given to Rick 
and Joan Mathews and Al Griggs.  The requirement for 
this award is attaining grade of AP and completing 5 
elective classes.  Not easy but well worth the effort.  I 
expect more to come and soon.   
  
Good Weather has arrived with all who took Weather 
class passing.  Those passing this challenging class were 
Bob Pelayo, W 102; Al Griggs, Joan and Rick Matthews, 
Shawna Schroder, and Dan Sorenson passing W 101 and 
102.  Special praise goes to Joan who scored 100 in both 
101 and 102!  Our thanks also to Mac McConnell for again 
taking on the job of teaching. 
  
I hear good things about our Piloting, Sail, and Engine 
Maintenance classes now in session.  Upcoming classes 
planned include Instructor Development.  If you are 
teaching or want to teach please enroll.  You need this to 
teach our public boating courses.  Call Jim Beachell, 503-
661-7931 or me.  Class starts 2/23.  This is an enjoyable 
class which hones your teaching and presentation skills. 
  
Also coming soon is AP which is filled for this session.  My 
thanks to Don Lenzie for again agreeing to teach.  Cruise 
Planning will start March 7 at Ralph Olsen's.  George 
Eaton will head the class with a number of experienced 
cruisers pitching in.  Sign up early for this popular class.  
We need proctors for the upcoming Boat Smart classes so 
give Kathy Kolstad a call, 360-837-3702.  Seamanship will 
follow.  We may have a Piloting class to follow if there is 
interest.  
  
Ft Vancouver is offering Navigation to start in May.  All JN 
grades in all squadrons need to get busy and complete 
their certificates.  Give me a call.  I would like to have 
more students to make it worth while holding the class. 
 
Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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As we head in to 2006, we are planning new 
adventures for those who set sail with the Fort 
Vancouver Squadron. If you sail, have sailed in the 
past, have ever wanted to sail, or just like visiti ng 
with boaters of all kinds, come join us every other  
Saturday morning at Sunrise Bagels in Vancouver. 
Give us your ideas and share your desires. That’s 
how actions begin.  
 

Our February informal breakfast get-togethers will 
be held on the 4th and 18th.  The coffee will be hot and 
ready for you at 0900. Sunrise Bagels is located at 808 
Harney Street in Vancouver. 
 

Everyone is welcome! See you there… 
 

Larry Snyder 
503 737-1509     
lls.las@comcast.net 
�
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The Water Trails group has made many decisions and we 
are pleased to announce our planned excursions for the 
upcoming summer months. Everyone is expected to make 
their own personal reservations for each trip. We would 
like to have a roster listing those who be attending, so 
please contact Michelle Russell-Payne at 360-574-8415 or 
russelmi@ohsu.edu if you will be participating.  
 
If you trailer your boat and have not yet attended in a 
Water Trails event, please join us. We get together at 
Sunrise Bagels every other Saturday at 8 AM. The bagel 
shop is located on 8th and Harney in downtown Vancouver 
and EVERYONE is welcome. Upcoming meeting dates 
are February 11th and 25th.   
 
A number of people have spent a lot of time researching 
the following Water Trail trips. We would like to thank 
Maureen and Bob Cravens, Chuck Rudkin, Fred Pickering 
and Ron Holeman. Their time and dedication spent 
researching places to visit and places to stay during the 
trips will help ensure a fun-filled adventure for everyone.  
 
The Willamette Falls Lock has been open since Jan 1, 
1873. Prior to this, the only way around the 40-foot falls 
was to portage around them or to rely on manpower and 
ropes to hoist boats over the falls. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers took over management of the locks in 1915. In 
1974, the locks were entered in the National Register of 
Historic Places. Today, mainly fishing and recreational 
vessels use the lock. The water trails group will have a 
one day trip through the lock on a Monday or a Friday in 
the month of June. The date will be solidified before the 
next newsletter. 
 
The Water Trails group will be heading to Riffe Lake near 
Mossy Rock Washington for the weekend of July 15th and 
16th. Many of us will arrive early to set up camp on Friday 
the 14th. A group of us explored the area and decided on 
Taidnapum Park, located at the east end of Riffe Lake, for 
RV and tent camping. The number to call for reservations 
is 360-497-7707. 
 
Our Lake Chelan Trip will be from August 12th through the 
20th. We were told that reservations need to be made now 
because campsites and resorts fill up fast, especially in 
August. We recognize that there will be a variety of 
lodging styles. Some will stay on their boats while others 
will tent or have an RV. Others may choose to stay in a 
motel/hotel. Because of this, the Water Trails group 
decided that there should be one central place for the 
group to meet up at in the afternoon.  

 
continued…  
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Obviously there will be many times when part of or all of 
the group will go out fishing or boating together during the 
day, but we thought at a minimum it would be nice to get 
together in the evening to eat. There is a 235-acre marine 
camping park on the forested south shore of Lake Chelan. 
The modern marina offers visitors excellent boating 
access to the upper lake. There are 77 sites including 
some full hookups, a boat launch and showers. The phone 
number for campsite reservations is 888-226-7688. 
Moorage fees are 50 cents/foot of boat per day (minimum 
$10 dollars) but the Washington State annual moorage 
permit designed for use at Puget Sound State Parks is 
accepted at Lake Chelan. Campground fees for parking, 
launching, etc. are $5/ day or $50 annual permit. Boat 
Permit is $5/ day or $20 for an annual permit. There is a 
variety of fish to catch on Lake Chelan and fishing is 
rumored to be great! 
�
The last trip for the summer will be to Hoods Canal. The 
Water Trails group will be there the weekend of 
September 16th and 17th, and once again, many will arrive 
and stay overnight on Friday the 15th. Triton Cove State 
Park will be the place to launch our boats.  The Triton 
Cove State Park is 160 miles from Vancouver. There is no 
camping at this park. Pleasant Harbor Marina and RV park 
will be our meeting place. Pleasant Harbor is six miles 
north of Triton Cove. Telephone number is 360-796-9970.  
Tent camping is available at Dosewallips, located two 
miles north of Pleasant Harbor. The telephone number for 
reservations is 888-226-7688. Some fun things to do are : 
fishing, crabbing, oysters and clam digging. Things to see 
are the towns of Quilcine, Seabeck, Holly, Dewatto, 
Tahuya, Hoodsport and Union. 
 
Complete website information is available for all planned 
Water Trail destinations. If you are unable to locate or 
access a site, please contact Michelle for a direct link 
address. 
 
Michelle & John Payne 
360-574-8415 
john.payne@metso.com 
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Congratulations to P/C Al Johnson, SN 
United States Power Squadrons, Life Member 

 
Having earned his 25th Merit Mark in 2005, Al Johnson was recognized as a “Life 
Member” of the United States Power Squadrons this month. Al joined the Fort 
Vancouver Power Squadron on March 1, 1972, and served as Squadron 
Commander in 1992-93. In 2003 Al was presented with the prestigious Past 
Commanders’ Award, an honor presented to those who have gone above and 
beyond in service to insure the future of our squadron. 

 

Al joins 12 other squadron members who have earned their “Life Member” status. 
To earn this distinction, a member must have contributed no less than 10 hours of 
time, volunteering service at two or more Squadron, District, or National events 
during each calendar year over a period of not less than 25 years. I am certain that 
most of you will recognize many or all of our Life Members. They continue to be at 
the heart of our success as a squadron of the United States Power Squadrons:  
 

Don Lenzie (1989), Bob Bue (1992), Don Coons (1992), Ralph Olsen (1993), Art 
Leggett (1998), Mac McConnell (1998), Earl Finkel (1998), Al Sundberg (1999), 
Byron Hanke (2000), Don Andring (2001), Paul Petersen (2002), Bill Lofdahl 
(2003), and Al Johnson (2006) 

 

New “Senior Members” 
Announced by National 

 

Having earned their 5th Merit Mark and with 
only 20 years of service to go (requiring a 
Merit Mark for each of those 20 years), the 
following members are on their way to 
becoming Life Members of the United States 
Power Squadrons; 
 
Bob Cravens … Kathy Kolstad … Jon Kolstad 

Peter Flynn … Bob Pelayo … BJ Pelayo 
Roberta Blumenshine 

 

Congratulations! 
keep up the good work 
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27’ Ericson 
1/4 share for sale in partnership 

 

An economical way to own a boat. Located at 
Tomahawk Bay Moorage on the Columbia River.   

$2000 
Contact:  Bruce Miller 

541 382-3280 
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Fly Your Squadron Burgee! 
 

           FVPS Caps……………………...  $11.00 
           FVPS Burgee…………………..   $19.50 
           Magnetic Burgee………………   $  5.00 
           D-32 Patch……………………..   $  2.50 
           Uniforms & Accessories………   (Call) 
 

For These & Other Items, Call 
Bob & BJ @ 360 750-6779 
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Important Events 

Are On the Horizon 
�
�
�

District 32 Spring Council 
Hosted by St Helens Sail & Power Squadron 

 

Saturday, February 11th 
Moose Lodge, Warren Oregon 

57317 Old Portland Road 
 

                   0900-1130 Council Meeting 
                  1130-1230 Lunch ($7.00) 
                  1230-1530 Education Seminar 
 

All Squadron Members are Invited 
and Encouraged To Attend 

 
 
 
 
 

Fort Vancouver  
Sail & Power Squadron 

 
Annual Meeting / Election of Officers 

and FREE Pizza Feed 
 

6:30 pm, Thursday, February 16th 
Pied Piper Pizza 

12300 NE Fourth Plain Rd, Vancouver 
 
 

Remember… 
the PIZZA is FREE 

(members buy their own drinks, salads, etc) 
 
 

Come Join the Party & Cast Your Vote! 
see last months Lookout  for the slate of nominees 
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February 9, 2006 is our Lady Skippers’ luncheon at 
the Seafarers Center, located at 3701 NW Lower 
River Road in Vancouver. To get to the Seafarers 
Center, go west on Fourth Plain to the entrance for 
the Port of Vancouver. Drive to the guard gate. 
Have your picture identification ready as it is 
required to enter the port area. The guard will 
issue a pass for your car and direct you to the 
Seafarers Center. 
 

The main course will be provided by our own 
Barbara Mills and Barbara Petersen. We are asking 
all other Lady Skippers to bring a desert or salad 
to share. Lunch will be served at noon. The 
director of the Seafarers Center will be our guest 
speaker. 
 

Anyone having men’s clothing that they’d like to 
get rid of can bring it to the luncheon to donate t o 
the Seafarers. 
 

See our Lady Skippers there. 
 

Lady Skipper, BJ Pelayo 
Phone: 360 750-6779 
 

OPERATIONS TRAINING 
 

The Operations Training Program (OT) can be taken 
by all USPS members. It should be taken by all 
members of the Bridge, all members of the 
Executive Committees, and all members of elected 
and appointed committees. Also anyone who wishes 
to be of service to their squadron, and anyone who 
wants to know more about USPS will benefit from it. 
 

What makes OT so important to so many members 
of the squadron? When you finish the program, you 
will know how the squadron is organized and will 
understand the functions of the bridge members, 
committee chairs, and committee members. You will 
also learn that district and national are parallel to the 
squadron in organization and function. 
 
You will learn what squadron functions may fit your 
area of expertise so that you may be of service to 
the squadron. OT outlines all the courses available 
to members and in what sequence they may or must 
be taken. 
 
There are certain routines which USPS follows in 
conducting meetings, the wearing of uniforms, 
writing letters and numerous other things which 
make USPS distinctive; such as flags, ensigns, 
burgees, uniform insignia and pledges. 
 
There is no final exam. However, participants are 
encouraged to submit a critique of the program. A 
certificate is issued to each participant after 
completion of the program. 
 
The OT program will be held Saturday Feb.25, 2006 
(It takes about 4 hours) so let us hear from you. The 
class will be held in the home of Ralph Olsen at 
9201 NW Starcrest Ave. Vancouver. Call either Al 
Sundberg at 360 574-0985 or Ed Tustin at 360 687-
7307 and tell them you want take the program. You 
will be glad you did. 
 

Operations Training 
Saturday, February 25th 

0900 – 1300 
 

Call Today ��������
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DISTRICT 32  
SPRING CONFERENCE & CHANGE OF WATCH  

 
Friday & Saturday, March 3 rd and 4 th 

Red Lion Hotel at the Quay 
100 Columbia Street, Vancouver 

 
Conference Information:   (There is no charge to attend the conference, only for the meals.) 
  

Friday evening:   No-host dinner in restaurant followed by No-host Reception for the C/C's Reps Lance & Bobbie Jensen 
in the Quayside/Portside Room. 
 

Saturday day:                  0730 No-Host Breakfast 
              0900 Conference    
              Uniform: Team Casual or Mufti 

  

Saturday evening:    1830 Social Hour/No-Host Bar 
   1930 Banquet Dinner, Change of Watch and Awards 
                                           Uniform: Uniform A, Blazer or Mufti     
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� � � � � (served with natural juices and creamed horseradish) 
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� � � � � (served with almonds and cheese in a delicate sauce) 
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All dinner selections will include the famous Oak T ree salad, baked potato, freshly baked rolls, and choice of coffee or 
tea (hot or iced).  Prices include tax and gratuity. Evening attire; Class A Uniform, Blazer, or Mufti  (informal dinner 
attire). 
�
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2� ���
Contact Stafford Campbell @ 360 574-0251, sales@scpackaging.com 

 



 

                                                                                                                                            
SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP...............................................................................503 737-1509 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Bob Cravens, JN. ...................................................................360 694-0434 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, AP. ...................................................360 574-8998 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN .......................................................503 286-5859 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP .........................................................360 750-6779 
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S………………………………………………………………..360 750-6779 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP............................................................................... 360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: ........................................................................................................ 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP..............................................................................503 247-7008 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, P ..............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S……………………………………..360 576-8111 
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelayo, S. ..................................................................................360 750-6779 
SEA SCOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR ………………………………….……………………………………….. 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). Date, time and location listed 
below under “Coming Events”. 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900.  Location listed below 
under “Coming Events”. 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, 
August, September & January 
 

COMING EVENTS   
 

FEB 4             FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
FEB 7             BOAT SMART CLASS BEGINS – Port of Camas/Washougal, Camas 
FEB 9             LADY SKIPPERS LUNCHEON – Seafarers Center, Port of Vancouver 
FEB 10           REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
FEB 11           WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
FEB 11           DISTRICT 32 SPRING COUNCIL – Moose Lodge, Warren Oregon 
FEB 13&15     EMERGENCY FIRST AID CLASS – Hazel Dell Church of Christ, Vancouver 
FEB 16           EMERGENCY FIRST AID CLASS – Hazel Dell Church of Christ, Vancouver 
FEB 16           FVSPS ANNUAL MEETING & PIZZA FEED – Pied Piper Pizza, Vancouver 
FEB 18           FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
FEB 22           BRIDGE MEETING – Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
FEB 24           REEL PEOPLE  FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
FEB 25           WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
FEB 25           OPERATIONS TRAINING CLASS – Ralph & Phyllis Olsen’s House, Vancouver 
                       

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  P/C KATHY KOLSTAD, AP 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                    
 

   
 
 

THE LOOKOUT 
FEB        NEW SLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL &  POW ER SQUADRON  2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    
             
 
 
   
 
 
VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
                 www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/ 
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