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EXECUTIVE
OFFICER’S REPORT LlJ L]J

By: LT/C BoB CRAVENS, JN

Happy Holidays to all! Tis' the season to be jolly and full of
fun. It's also time to make sure that we are ready for the
cold weather by weatherizing our boats. A couple of
minutes replacing water with antifreeze can save us a lot
of work next spring.

Holidays also mean its time for our annual Squadron
Christmas Party. | want to invite everyone to come to this
year's event on Thursday, December 15™ at the Water
Resources Education Center in Vancouver. We especially
would like to invite all of the new members to come. We
are very lucky to have many new members and we wish to
welcome them all into our squadron and its activities.

We have again been invited to assemble the “Science
Kits” for the Oregon Health Career Center. We made
over $350 last time. This is very good money for doing a
very easy job. We just sit at a table and count materials
like rubber bands and straws into groups to be put into the
kits. They buy our lunch and play music and provide us
with drinks. It is really a lot of fun so come join us and
earn credit for your Merit Mark while helping the squadron.
You can work as little or much as you feel like and we can
carpool to the location. Assembly is done just off the
freeway in Tualatin, Oregon. This is a great choice to help
your squadron. Come have fun!!

The end of the calendar year is close at hand and that
means that some activities are also close to an end; but
others are just beginning. We need to begin thinking about
the District Spring Conference, our new members, and fun
things to do for next year. | have one thing that | would
like to explore and that is the "Starlight Parade". As part of
the Portland Rose Festival, | think that it would be fun to
have a "float" in the Starlight parade. We could decorate a
trailer boat with cable lights, toss candy or "beads" and
have some fun. Let's do some research and see what is
involved...Let's have some parade fun...!!!

Lt/C Bob Cravens, JN
360 694-0434
craves555@aol.com




ADMINISTRATIVE
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By: LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, P
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The Holiday Season is here. A great local area treat, the
Annual Christmas Parade of Ships, begins on December
8" and runs through December 21%. Local boaters,
including Fort Vancouver members Tom & Jerri
MacGregor, decorate their boats and cruise up and down
the Columbia and Willamette River. Check the Columbian
newspaper for this year’s schedule.

December also brings us the Squadron Christmas
Party/Potluck and Bake Sale (sponsored by the Lady
Skippers). This year's event will be held Thursday
December 15", at the Water Resources Center, 4600 SE
Columbia Drive in Vancouver at 6:30 PM. This is a fun
holiday event. It will be a potluck so bring a dish, but not
dessert. That way you can take advantage of the delicious
baked goodies being sold by the Lady Skippers.

Keep and eye out for good weather days to enjoy
uncrowded cruising on the river in December. Thanks to
squadron webmaster, Ed Bettencourt, the Ft. Vancouver
Sail & Power Squadron web site has info and directions
for driving and cruising to all cruise and meeting locations.
Please consult the web site before leaving for any new
info. The site address is: www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions. | look
forward to seeing all of you on the river.

Lt/C Stafford Campbell P
360 574-8998
sales@scpackaging.com

EDUCATIONAL
OFFICER’'S REPORT

LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN
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Congratulations are in order for those who passed
Seamanship 101: Jon Anderson, Bob Baldwin, Celia &
John Cruz, Andy Jones, Carl & DeeDee McGarey, Marty
Nyemaster-Schelb, Art Ricchiuti, Leslie Sawyer, Brian
Stipac, Brian Thompson, Tom & Barbara Toussaint, and
Fred Taylor. Art Ricchiuti scored a prefect 100!

Sail class has started at West Marine. The management
at West Marine has offered a discount on purchases made
by students attending this class. We appreciated being
able to use their facility and thank them for their support
shown to our members.

Piloting will start Tuesdays, December 06, 2005. Class
will be held at the International Air Academy, 2901 E. Mill
Plain Blvd, Rm. 106, at 7:00 PM. Cost is $42.00. We will
have course plotters and dividers for sale at avery
reasonable price. If you have an interest in this great
class let me know, or just show up.

Advanced Piloting will start after Piloting in February or
March for those who want to continue their learning
sequence. Navigation will be offered in May if there is
interest. We will probably offer a course in Seamanship
and Piloting again in Spring, 06.

Please take advantage of the learning opportunities for
USPS members, made available through our squadron
education department. If you have questions about the
courses, give me a call or send me an e-mail.

Lt/C Steve Zinsmeister, SN
503 286-5859
cafzins@comcast.net
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When you are making your cookies for Christmas (or for
any other occasion) consider putting a dozen or so into a
freezer bag for use at our twice-yearly rest stop
fundraisers. Mac MacConnell has once again offered his
freezer for storage of these cookies until it is time to use
them. Give your cookies to the Pelayo’s or to Paula
Zellers who will get them to Mac's.

It is quite evident when volunteering at the rest stop that:
HOMEMADE COOKIES BRING IN MORE DONATIONS.
Thanks for you help in making this "fun fundraiser" a
success!
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One year ago, at the suggestion of Barbara Peterson in
memory of her husband Past District Commander Paul
Peterson, Fort Vancouver Sail & Power Squadron set up a
memorial fund dedicated solely to educational efforts by
our squadron. Mac MacConnell followed with the same
request in memory of his wife, Past District Commander
Margaret MacConnell. This has been a wonderful way to
further the work of our dedicated past members, and it has
been quite successful. As a result of many generous
donations, we have been able to purchase needed In-
Focus and Laptop equipment for our instructors to use in
classes.

We would like your help in continuing this memorial fund.
Please consider giving to this fund in remembrance of
someone special, or as a personal donation to our efforts
in education within the boating community.

All funds are kept in a separate account to be used for
educational purposes only and are tax deductible. If you
have any questions, or would like to make a donation to
the Fort Vancouver Memorial Education Fund, please give
me a call anytime.

Thank you!

Lt/C Paula Zellers, AP
Squadron Treasurer
360 571-8120

Lady
Skippers
Report
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Fly Your Squadron Burgee!

FVPS Caps

FVPS Burgee

Magnetic Burgee

D-32 Patch

Uniforms & Accessories

For These & Other Items, Call
P/C Bill Hall, AP @ 360 574-2647




UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS
FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON

BOAT SMART SAFETY COURSE

Jan 24, 26, 31 & Feb 2

Boaters World

Jantzen Beach Shopping Center
7-9 PM

$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

Feb 7, 16, 21 & 28

Port of Camas/Washougal
Hwy 14 - Camas

7-9 PM

$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

March 7, 9, 14 & 16
International Air Academy
Mill Plain Blvd - Vancouver
7-9 PM

$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

March 21, 28 & April 4, 11
Hazel Dell Church of Christ
Lakeshore Ave - Vancouver

7-9 PM
$30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY
(no charge for instruction)

CONTACT:  Kathy Kolstad — 360 837-3702 : ! @8; 8A)9,)@)
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Recommend the Boat Smart Class to Someone Today!
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The fleet was slowly arriving at the anchorage. The
race had been a good one; the winds strong during the
race had begun to calm. The first boat to arrive, a 65
foot ketch crewed by the local maritime academy.

They set the anchor and were already beginning to
party. The slower smaller boats arrived and rafted up to
the big boat. Before long there were 15 or 20 boats of
various sizes tied to the big ketch, the raft of boats had
drifted into a giant horse-shoe shape. When the
committee boat arrived it seemed natural that the big
boat should pull into the open end of the horseshoe.

The party was in full swing, people scattered
throughout the rafted boats talking about what a great
day of racing they had had. The sun was beginning to
set and the evening became quite cool. The crew on
the Ketch lit off their bulkhead heater. Several others
started their engines to charge their batteries. The big
diesels on the committee boat roared into life. The
galley on some of the boats started their stoves and
began to prepare dinner.

The party continued people sitting around on other
peoples decks toasting the victors, discussing tactics
and protests. It was perfectly natural that people began
to feel drowsy; after all they had been racing since
early that morning. Racing is a strenuous job. Slowly
the racers began to return to their own boats. Some to
enjoy a gourmet meal, some so tired they just crawled
into their births and fell asleep. Many of the hatches
and port lights had been opened to admit the cool night
air so it was no problem for the carbon monoxide to
flow through the hatches and into the compartments
below.

When the authorities found the fleet, most of the people
were dead. Those that were not dead were rushed to
the hospital where some never recovered. The engine
exhaust, the bulkhead heaters, the galley stoves and
the charcoal barbeque had taken their toll.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a deadly killer. Each year
from 2 to 5 thousand lives are lost due to Carbon
Monoxide poisoning, and many more people are made
sick by the Killer gas.
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CO is caused by incomplete combustion. It is produced
from gasoline, wood, propane (boaters beware), and
charcoal. The gas can be from the galley stove, the cabin
heater, even the water heater. Be aware of what is called
the “station wagon effect”... the possibility of the gas
being sucked from the exhaust pipes forward on the boat
into the cockpit or an open hatch all the way forward.

The symptoms are headache, drowsiness, dizziness,
rapid heart beat, vomiting, seizures, etc. It does not take
a great quantity of Monoxide to effect your body. One
case on record involved a family out waterskiing. The
children were sitting on the swim platform putting the ski's
on and were overcome in just that short a time. The gas
is deadly.

What can we do to protect ourselves? Probably the most
effective way, short of just paying close attention is a
“Carbon monoxide detector” They can be purchased at
your local marine store and even at the hardware store.
Some are powered by 12 Volt, some by 9 Volt on board
batteries and some are 110 volt.

We cannot prevent Carbon Monoxide but we can become
aware of it and be cautious. We can detect its presence.
When we hear an alarm we can vacate the area, air it out
and then live to sail another day.
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FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS - DISTRICT 32

SQUADRON OFFICERS

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, AP 503 737-1509
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: BOD Cravens, JN. ..ot e 360 694-0434
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, AP. ..o, 360 574-8998
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN 503 286-5859
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP 360 750-6779
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo, S 360 750-6779
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP 360-571-8120

PuBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR. 11 ttittitttittttttitteseetstssas et st seasttssns et st sea et ssasea st sanretetsrnrstaesnrens
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P 503 286-3446
LookouT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP 360 837-3702
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, P 360 896-5261
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S.............cccoiiiviiiiiiieeieene e ...360 576-8111
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelay, S. ..o 360 750-6779
SEA SCOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR .ot tiiit ittt ettt et eee et es et e ae e e e e e s st ee e e et saees e srnraeeeaens

SQUADRON MEETINGS
Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August).

TIME: 1830. Location listed below under “Coming Events.”

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS

Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900. Location listed below
under “Coming Events”.

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS

Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July,
August & September

COMING EVENTS

DEC 2 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

DEC 3 WATER TRAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

DEC 8 LADY SKIPPERS HOLIDAY PARTY — Albertina Kerr, Portland

DEC 10 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

DEC 14 SEA SCOUTS / SSS RELIANT CHRISTMAS SHIP RIVER CRUISE — 42" Street Ramp
DEC 15 SQUADRON HOLIDAY PARTY, Water Resources Education Center, Vancouver
DEC 16 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

DEC 17 WATER TRAILS BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

DEC 24 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST — Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver

DEC 28 FORT VANCOUVER BRIDGE MEETING — Bill & Alice Hall's House, Vancouver
DEC 30 REEL PEOPLE FISHIN' BREAKFAST — Red Lion Quay, Vancouver

“Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”
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Happy Holidays!

THE LOOKOUT

NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE
WWW.USPS.ORG/LOCALUSPS/FTVAN/




