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WOW!  It’s August already and that means its time for 
the annual District 32 Rendezvous.  Fort Vancouver is 
responsible for the Friday night dinner on the docks 
and we’ll be serving Costco style hot dogs with all the 
trimmings and root-beer floats (yummy). Nancy 
Bettencourt will need lots of help so plan on pitching in 
to make this a successful event for everyone. 
 

Some of us will be attending the USPS National 
Governing Board meeting in New York this month. 
National, District and Squadron Officers and 
Committee Chairs gather at Governing Board to 
discuss new ideas and to review current projects. We 
attend so that our squadron will have a voice in the 
process. It is expected that the National Committee will 
decide on the proposed D-32 flag. This is a big deal for 
our district, and even more so for our squadron as our 
own P/C, Larry Snyder, designed the flag.   
    

As the end of the year is in sight, I would like to remind 
our members about the USPS Merit Marks program. 
Merit Marks are given to reward members who 
volunteer their time for the benefit of the squadron.  
Last year we awarded a Merit Mark to over 25% of our 
squadrons' members. The gold bar earned with 
issuance of a merit mark is a badge of honor and a 
time honored tradition. Your "service” may mean 
helping to clean up after a general meeting or by 
proctoring a public boating class. Perhaps you put in 3 
hours working the USPS booth at a boat show, or you 
served coffee at a fund raising rest stop. You may 
have served on a committee or conducted 10 vessel 
safety checks.  Officers and Committee Chairs report 
the work that you do to our Merit Mark Chair, Joseph 
Hirtler. Those who have contributed 12-20 hours of 
time during the year are recommended by the 
Squadron Commander to receive a Merit Mark.  After 
receiving 25 Merit Marks you become a “Life Member” 
and no longer pay membership dues.  Find what 
interest you and earn your merit mark for 2006.    
 

Now, lets go have FUN! 
 

Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 

 
 

 

August is another great boating month in the 
Northwest and brings us the District Rendezvous in 
St. Helens, Oregon.  This is the best attended event 
we have in the Squadron and gives me a great 
chance to meet new squadron members.    
 

If you have not had your vessel safety check by then, 
we will be happy to do it.  You can also learn about 
Co-op charting  and other squadron activities.   
 

Although we squadron members take boating safety 
very seriously and strive for accident free fun, 
occasionally we all make a mistake or earn the “Cow 
Bell”.  Don’t feel too badly.  In an online survey done 
by Progressive Insurance Companies boaters 
admitted to the following:  Twelve percent have slid 
into the water when launching their boat because 
they didn’t know the ramp was slick.  Seven percent 
of those who jumped from the boat to the dock fell in 
the water.  Twelve percent left on the kill switch and 
couldn’t restart their boats.  Two percent have 
dropped an anchor on their foot, and one percent 
have squashed someone’s foot when driving their 
trailer out of the water. 
 

I noticed an interesting new autopilot system at the 
boat store the other day.  The system is made by 
Simrad and will interface with the compass, steering 
system, bow thrusters and depth sounder.  You can 
engage the system to automatically follow the 
contour of the bottom.   It will compensate for wind 
and wave action.  Someday our AP class will consist 
of how to push the right buttons! 
 

Have a great month.  I look forward to seeing you on 
the river. Please contact me if you have ideas or 
questions 
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, AP 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

COMMANDER’S 
MESSAGE 
Cdr. Bob Cravens, SN 
Squadron Commander 
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DEPARTMENT  
Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, AP 
Squadron Administrative Officer 
 

 
                                                               

 

I hope everyone is having a fun summer. Our 
squadron picnic is coming up Sunday, August 6th at 
Battle Ground State Park. There is a detailed flyer in 
this month’s Lookout. We also have a couple of great 
cruises coming up this month make sure to check the 
cruise calendar in the Lookout or our website. 
 

We have gained 44 new members since March and 
now have approximately 311 members in our 
squadron.  On June 28th we sponsored a reception for 
our new members. It was a great success about 34 
members in all showed up. Thanks to all of you that 
participated. We all met some new boating partners 
and exchanged phone numbers and ideas.  Like 
always there was great food and lots of fun!!!! 
 

If you haven’t noticed we are trying some new things 
this year like having door prizes at some of our 
functions, music at our Past Commanders Dinner, a 
Santa at our Holiday party and so one.  In order to 
keep the cost at a minimum, our newly formed Quilters 
Group came up with a great idea.   For the last few 
months the group has been working on a nautical 
themed quilt.  Each member took on a section. It’s now 
in the process of being put together by Rosemary 
Griggs and Gayle Zachariasen and let me tell you its 
absolutely gorgeous.   
 

You will be able to see it at its unveiling at the District 
32 Rendezvous Cruise on August 25th. The Quilt will 
later be raffled off at the Past Commanders Dinner on 
November 10th.  Tickets will go on sale at the 
rendezvous for 5 dollars a ticket or 3 for 10 dollars.  
The funds from this project will help pay our materials. 
Any additional monies will go into our Admin Fund for 
events and meetings. The quilt will also be on display 
at our September 13th meeting. 
 

We are still looking for that special someone to chair or 
co-chair our Canoe/ Kayak Group.  This would include 
sending out emails for Saturday morning meetings.  If 
you can help it would be great.  We will make sure that 
you get all of the support you need.  This task would 
also give you the necessary hours towards your merit 
mark. 
 
 

Lt/C Nancy Bettencourt, P 
Phone 360 896-5261 
nancybett@msn.com 
 
 
 

 

Our fall class schedule is approaching fast. If you 
haven’t visited the squadron website for the class 
schedules, please do so soon. As you will notice on 
the schedule, Weather, Engine Maintenance, and 
Seamanship are all starting in September. Since all 
class materials are subject to frequent updating by 
the national Ed Dept, the squadron Education dept. 
does not keep an inventory of student manuals on 
hand and orders quantities only to support class 
sign-ups. Therefore, it is important for those 
interested in taking classes let me know as soon as 
possible. The student manuals and other supplies 
need to be ordered a month in advance.  
 

Let’s make this year a fun and interesting year of 
boating education by continuing to take courses. It’s 
the most important benefit you get by belonging to 
USPS. Don’t pass up the opportunities to learn more! 
 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you in classes in 
the near future. 
 

LT/C Al Griggs, JN 
(360) 891-7029 
agriggs7@comcast.net 
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EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
Lt/C Al Griggs, JN 
Squadron Education Officer 
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Fly Your Squadron Burgee! 
 

                          $20.00 
 

For These & Other Items 
Call FVSPS Ship Storekeeper 

  Janett Chandler @ 360 837-1817 
 

 

WATCH FOR IT! 
 

Boaters World Boat Show 
Sept 8 th, 9th, and 10 th  

Jantzen Beach Shopping Center 
 

HELP US PROMOTE USPS 
Call Ed Bettencourt to Donate Time 

360 896-5261 
 

Note: Shifts Are Only 3 Hours Each 
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Word has it that 3 sailboats are joining the flotil la for 
the Vancouver to Astoria cruise.  Hoist the sails and 
join in on the summer fun!  Let’s have a great 
showing at the District Rendezvous this month. 
  

Although some of us will be gone over the summer 
the breakfasts at Sunshine Bagels will still be held 
every other week.  The group may be smaller but the 
conversation is always exciting and enlightening.  
Join us August 5th and 19th. 
  

Have a great summer. 
 

Steve Zinsmeister 
503 286-5859 
cafzins@comcast.net 
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For a description of the above classes visit the sq uadron website. If you would like to enroll in a cl ass 
contact Education Officer Al Griggs at 360 891-7029  or email him at agriggs7@comcast.net. Space is 
limited so register early! 
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This past June, I met with some enlisted personnel 
stationed on the US Coast Guard buoy tender Bluebell.  
Bluebell is based at Swan Island in Portland and the 
ship and its crew have responsibility for the navigation 
aides on the Columbia and Snake Rivers from Astoria 
to Lewiston.  
 

A few years back, the Fort Vancouver Sail and Power 
Squadron through the Adopt-a-Chart Program, 
accepted responsibility for reporting on the section of 
the Columbia River from the Interstate-Five Bridge 
upstream to Bonneville Dam (Chart 18531).  I wanted 
to find out first- hand how our members could be most 
helpful to the Coast Guard with our Cooperative 
Charting field work.  They certainly want us to report on 
the condition of any buoys, range markers, or other 
navigation aides that have been damaged or are not 
functioning.  On the other hand, unless a buoy has 
moved from its charted position by a significant 
distance, they do not want that reported. 
 

It was explained to me that placement of buoys is a 
carefully done process that uses differential GPS, 
computers with special software, and measured depth 
at the time of placement, so that the anchor block 
(along with a specific length of anchor chain) is 
positioned  to have the floating buoy at or very near to 
the charted position.  Without the software and the 
correction tables, I was told that it would be very 
difficult for us to determine if any buoy had moved a 
short distance from its initial position.  However, if we 
note the buoy to be significantly off-station they do 
want us to report that.  The commercial traffic on the 
river is another source of information for the Coast 
Guard and they are alerted if there are malfunctioning 
lights or damaged equipment.” 
 

If any of you would be interested in becoming more 
involved in coordinating our Squadron’s Cooperative 
Charting activities, please contact me. 
 

Ronald H. Holeman 
Cooperative Charting Chair 
Rhh4Wind@comcast.net 
360-750-5766 
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Eight year old Lucas Ritz was swimming alongside 
a dock in a marina in the Multnomah Channel. He 
was wearing a life-jacket and swimming near other 
supervised children. He was under the watchful 
eyes of his mother who walked along the dock 
beside him as he swam. Lucas gasped loudly and 
rolled onto his back, apparently unconscious. His 
Type II life jacket had preformed correctly, keeping 
his face was out of the water. Other children swam 
towards Lucas to offer assistance, only to be 
forced away by a strong tingling sensation. Lucas’ 
mother jumped in and was nearly immobilized the 
instant she hit the water. Despite this she was 
able to pull Lucas out of the water. CPR was 
rendered and the paramedics soon arrived. Lucas 
was transported to Emanuel Hospital where he 
was pronounced dead at 6:30PM. 
 

Lucas died from Electric Shock Drowning. It left no 
burn marks or other clues on his body. The 
statements of the witnesses were the only 
indicator of the cause of death. 
 

Faulty boat and/or marina wiring causes under-
water metals to become energized. In Oklahoma, 
officials inspected 116 docks after five deaths from 
Electric Shock Drowning were reported over a five 
year period. The officials found that 96% of the 
docks inspected were not in compliance with the 
NFPA (National Fire Protection Agency) electrical 
code. The most common problem was 
ungrounded electrical systems. 
 

Summer is here and the weather is hot. Taking a 
quick dip in the cool water is appealing, but 
common sense must prevail. Do not swim in 
marinas or near docks where electrical outlets 
are provided.  If you see someone swimming in 
these areas, tell them about the dangers of stray 
current. Check the wiring on your own boat. 
Lucas’ mom was diligent but unaware. Don’t let 
this horror happen to you or to someone you love. 
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AFT CABIN W/ KING BED, HEAD & TILE SHOWER, FOREPEAK CABIN 
W/OWN ELECTRIC HEAD, GALLEY W/ NEW FRIDGE & MICROWAVE, 
NEW UPHOLSTERY, NEW CANVAS, SALON W/ FLEXSTEEL INCLINER,  
SONY TV & DOLBY 5.1 "BOAT THEATER", REMOTE CONTROL CD, 
AIR CONDITIONER, DICKENSON DIESEL FIREPLACE, 110V 
BASEBOARD HEATERS, NEW HULL & BOTTOM PAINT, NEW CANVAS, 
GPS, ELECTRIC WINDLASS, BOTTOM SURVEY NOV. 05, 8' DINGY, 
431C.U. GAS LINCOLNS 2050 HRS. - RUN GREAT - EXCELLENT 
COMPRESSION, OIL CHANGE SYSTEM, NEW HOSES, IMPELLERS & 
PORT HEAT EXCHANGER, 6.5KW KOHLER GENSET, 1500W 
INVERTER, 6-6V HOUSE BATTERIES, ESPAR DIESEL FURNACE 
(NEEDS MOTOR), MUCH MORE… 
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CHECK THE LINK 
http://www.pacifier.com/~blesses/Encore_ChrisCraft.html 
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27’ Ericson 
1/4 share for sale in partnership 

 

An economical way to own a boat. Located at 
Tomahawk Bay Moorage on the Columbia River.    

$2000 
Contact:  Bruce Miller at 541 382-3280 
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SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Bob Cravens, SN ..............................................................................360 694-0434 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER:. Stafford Campbell, AP...........................................................360 574-8998 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Nancy Bettencourt, AP ...................................................360 896-5261 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Al Griggs, JN......................................................................360 891-7029 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Larry Snyder, AP ....... ………………………………….503 737-1509 
SECRETARY: Josh Green, AP…………………………………………………………….503 310-5326 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP…………………………………………………………..360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP……………………………..……………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Jan Bue…………………………………………………360 574-0251 
PORT CAPTAIN: Skip Nitchie, AP..............................................................................503 247-7008 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt, AP............................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Leslie Holeman..……………………………………..360 750-5766 
LADY SKIPPER: Jerri MacGregor. .............................................................................360 263-1202 
SEA SCOUT LIAISON: Larry Snyder, AP…….…………………………………………....503 737-1509 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 

Squadron Meetings are held monthly (except June, July & August). The date, time and location is 
listed below under “Coming Events” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 

Executive Meetings are held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900 at 6708 NW 
Burnie Drive in Vancouver 

 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 

Lady Skippers Meetings are held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in 
July, August, September & January 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS   
 

AUG 5                 FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
AUG 6                 FORT VANCOUVER ANNUAL PICNIC – Battleground State Park, Battleground  
AUG 11              REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
AUG 12              WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
AUG 12-20        WATER TRAILS CAMPING CRUISE  – Lake Chalen, Central Washington  
AUG 19-27        FORT VANCOUVER VANCOUVER TO ASTORIA CRUISE  
AUG 19             FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
AUG 23             BRIDGE MEETING – Barbara Petersen’s House, Vancouver 
AUG 25             REEL PEOPLE FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Red Lion Quay, Vancouver 
AUG 25-27        DISTRICT 32 RENDEZVOUS – St Helens City Dock/Park, Oregon 
AUG 26             WATER TRAILS  BREAKFAST - Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
SEPT 2              FORT VANCOUVER SAILS BREAKFAST – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
   
                 

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
  

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  P/C KATHY KOLSTAD, AP 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                    
 
                                                 
 

 
 

 

  THE LOOKOUT 
AUGUST      NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL &  POWER SQUADRON  2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                 
             
 
 
   

VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
www.usps.org/localusps/ftvan/ 
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