
1 

THE  LOOKOUT 
A PRIL         NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT V ANCOUVER SAIL &  POWER SQUADRON  2005 
 
 

COMMANDER’S 
REPORT 
BY: CDR. LARRY SNYDER, P 

 

EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT 
BY: LT/C BOB CRAVENS, JN 

 

A CLEAN SLATE  
 

Starting with a “clean slate” is one of those nautical 
phrases that have crept into our everyday language. At 
sea, the day begins at noon. The course record for the 
previous 24 hours is entered into the ship’s log.  The 
slate at the helm where the Quartermaster recorded the 
course information is wiped clean, the “noon shot” is 
taken and becomes the first entry on the clean slate.  
 

Fort Vancouver is starting our new year. Last year’s 
accomplishments, and there were many, are in the 
logbook, the “noon shot” has been taken and our 2005-06 
course is under weigh. Our thanks to the retiring watch. 
They did yeoman’s work for which they can be justly 
proud. Welcome to the new watch. We’ll do our best to 
stay the course and to keep the ship from ever falling into 
irons. 
 

Cdr. Larry Snyder, P 
503 737-1509 
lls.las@comcast.net 
  
  
                                   

   
                
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Greetings to all Squadron members.  I am honored to be 
able to serve such a great squadron, and such a great 
group of people. It’s wonderful to hear the Bridge Officers 
from National talk about what Fort Vancouver Squadron is 
doing right.   
       

The Executive Department consists of eight Chairpersons; 
Boat Show - Michelle Russel-Payne,  Cooperative 
Charting - Ron Holeman , Predicted Log Contest - Don 
Lenzie , Public Relations - Roberta Blumenshine,  Radio 
Technology - Ron Micjan,  Safety Officer - Bob Baldwin,  
Sea Scouts - Bruce Stoker , Vessel Safety Program - 
Gary Hardiman.  As you can see the executive department 
is responsible for everything that is external to the 
squadron.   If you have any questions or ideas for 
something in one of these areas please contact the 
chairperson listed. 
 

Fort Vancouver will once again participate in the annual 
Hazel Dell Parade of Bands, promoting boating safety with 
a decorated trailered boat and several squadron members 
riding in the boat or marching alongside.  The May 21st 
parade will loop through several streets in Hazel Dell.  If 
you are interested in serving on the parade committee, 
please call Chairman Al Griggs at 360 891-7029. 
 

V/C Creighton Maynard, the USPS National Administrative 
Officer, was at Astoria last month for the Spring 
Conference and talking with him was very informative.  I 
would encourage all members to take advantage of the 
opportunity to come to these events. Get to know the 
people who represent us at the top.  You’ll discover for 
yourself what nice and interesting people they are.  Please 
join us for the District Fall Conference in Oct 2005. Fort 
Vancouver will be hosting this event. 
        

I would like to share one last fact that illustrates what a 
great squadron we have; Larry, Stafford and I filled (with 
your very able help) 45 chairs for the 2005/06 bridge year.  
This demonstrates that we have interested and involved 
persons in our squadron and that our members are ready 
to help.  Thank you one and all! 
      

Now, let's all go and have fun this year…..!  
 

Lt/C Bob Cravens 
360 694-0434 
crave555@aol.com 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER’S REPORT     
BY: LT/C STAFFORD CAMPBELL, P                                                        

 

 

EDUCATIONAL 
OFFICER’S REPORT   
LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN 
                                                               

 

 
As the new AO I would like to introduce myself.  I 
started as a Squadron member in Florida when working 
as a yacht captain during my college days. After many 
years, life changes, and relocations, we moved to 
Vancouver and joined the Ft. Vancouver Power 
Squadron.  I have a wonderful wife, Adele, and two 
boys.   We are having a great time in the Ft. Vancouver 
Squadron and want to help all squadron members have 
the same enjoyment. 
 

Our next squadron potluck/meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, April 20th, 6:30 PM, at the Clark County 
PUD.  The PUD building is located just east of the I-5 
exit on Mill Plain Blvd., across the street from the 
Vancouver Public Library.  Our speaker will be Ted 
Reich.  Ted and his wife Gloria spent three weeks last 
year aboard a 300ft. Russian research vessel traveling 
from the tip of Argentina to the Antarctic.  Ted will show 
slides and discuss his interesting adventure. 
 

The cruise season begins in April with the first cruise to 
Government Island East Dock.  The dates are April 1st, 
2nd and 3rd.  B.J. Pelayo describes the cruise details in 
her column.  B.J. does a great job of cruise planning 
and we all look forward to the cruising season.  
Detailed directions are available for all cruise locations.  
If you need them please email or call me.    
 

In addition to our fishing and sailing groups, we are 
planning a group for trailer boaters.  I will have more 
details on this in the near future. 
 

Please contact me if you have ideas or questions.  I 
look forward to seeing all of you at the meeting or on 
the river. 
 

Lt/C Stafford Campbell, P 
360-574-8998 
sales@scpackaging.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Our Education Officer is out of town so we’ll use his space to 
remind you that safe boating is not dependent on luck, but on 
knowledge.   
 

The United States Power Squadron has over 90 years of 
excellence in nautical/navigational educational experience. If 
you have not yet begun your education adventure, do so 
now.  If you are already underway, continue the journey.   
 

Our squadron website lists all education classes offered to 
our members, and the current schedule for those classes to 
begin.  If there is something not currently on the schedule 
that you would like to inquire about, or if you have any 
questions about the classes offered, call our Education 
Officer, Steve Zinsmeister at 503 286-5859, or our Assistant 
Educational Officer, Bob Pelayo at 360 750-6779. 
 

Our primary purpose as members of USPS is to promote 
boating safety through education.  Our public boating 
courses make the waterways safer for everyone by teaching 
those who share the waters with us. Please let your family, 
friends and neighbors know about our Boat Smart classes. 
The next one is scheduled to begin on April 4th at the 
International Air Academy, and another will begin on May 2nd 
at the Dolphin Yacht Club.  
 

USPS continues to promote “The Power of One”. We are 
counting on you! 
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Lady 
Skippers 

Report 
 

 

SAFETY MESSAGE 
By:  Bob Baldwin, Safety Officer 

 
 

 

Everyone is invited to attend the Lady Skippers Change of 
Command Luncheon at noon on April 14th at the Waterford 
at Fairway Village, 2911 SE Village Loop in Vancouver. The 
beautiful cheery dining room is a lovely setting for this 
special occasion. 
 

Officers to be installed for the 2005/06 year are as follows: 
 

B.J. PELAYO, LADY SKIPPER 
JERRI MACGREGOR, FIRST MATE 
GAYLE ZACHARIASEN, YEOMAN 
MAUREENA CRAVENS, PURSER�

 
Your three menu choices are: (1) Roast Beef Open Face 
Sandwich, (2) Turkey Croissant Sandwich, or (3) Salmon 
Mandarin Orange Salad. The price is $10 per person for all 
selections. 
 

We truly need your reservation and menu choice as soon 
as possible so that the chef can prepare appropriately.  
Please call me, BJ, at 360 750-6779 or Barbara Mills at 360 
885-2914. 
 

Lady Skipper, BJ Pelayo 
Phone: 360 750-6779 

 
Editors Note:  I received the following as an e-mail from Barbara Mills on 
March 12th.  Although she suggested that I do an editorial, I think Barbara 
has said it all.  We have a squadron to be very proud of. 
 

Ever since last night (Change of Watch), and Thursday (Lady 
Skippers Luncheon), I've been thinking about how seriously FVPS 
takes the "Fraternal" part of the triangle.  It goes far beyond 
boating when you think about it.  I won't use names, but it took 
help from fellow members for some of the people to attend.  If you 
can't drive at night anymore, someone will volunteer to take you.  
We even furnish wheel chair service when needed.  Someone 
needs some carpentry that is beyond their capabilities, it gets 
done.   
  

Whenever someone has a rough spot, Squadron members show 
up to do what is needed.  Many of us have gotten through a rough 
patch due to the support network FVPS furnishes.  In my own 
case, my first public appearance after I was alone was at a pizza 
feed out in Battle Ground.   I know of several others who chose a 
Squadron gathering as the place to get over that scary first time 
going solo after being a couple for years. 
  

Maybe our motto ought to be "The Squadron that cares.", because 
we certainly do. 
  

Maybe you can take the concept and do an editorial.  I think the 
atmosphere has a lot to do with the vitality and growth of the 
Squadron. 
  

Barb 

Spring has sprung and all boaters’ minds turn seriously to 
what they have been passively thinking of all winter long; 
Time to get the covers off, get the antifreeze out of the pipes, 
replace those mossy green halyards, wax, paint, polish and 
at last start the engines.  
 

Webster defines safety as “The condition of being safe from 
undergoing or causing hurt, injury or loss.” Safety is not 
automatic, not something that comes to you out of the night 
as a vision. Safety must be learned and practiced by you and 
by those aboard your boat. You would not get into your car 
to begin a trip down the highway without fastening your seat 
belt and insisting that everyone in the car fasten theirs. Yet 
every year you read about boaters lost because they failed 
to fasten their “LIFE“vest.  When aboard a boat we are at the 
mercy of the sea. Why would we fasten the lifesaving seat 
belt in our car almost automatically, yet stow our life saving 
PFD’s in a locker that many times is not even accessible? 
 

We in the USPS know what it is to be safe, to run a safe 
vessel. Boating is one of the most satisfying pastimes I have 
ever had the pleasure to engage in. It is the duty of all USPS 
members to promote safety by example. 
 

No one wants to attend a memorial service for a fellow 
boater who was lost because he did not believe that the sea 
was big enough to get him, or was just going out across the 
bar  to catch a few fish and didn’t bother to put on  his PFD. 
This summer let’s make a special effort to not only preach 
safety on the water, but to practice what we preach. 
 

In April we all will have an opportunity to practice, hands on, 
the putting out of a fire. The Clark County Fire Department 
has once again volunteered to demonstrate the proper use 
of fire extinguishers. The date is April 9th starting at 0800. 
Come early and get a chance to see what it is like to 
extinguish a real fire. Man that’s hot stuff!  
 

If you have never had to put out a boat fire… great, but if you 
ever need to you will be glad you have had the experience. 
There is no sadder sight than that of a boat that has burned 
to the waterline. Be Safe, Be Prepared. 
 

Thanks for making me the safety officer. I will try to keep 
safety foremost in your mind during my tenure. I really want 
to end my term with no less that the same number of boaters 
we started with. 
 

Captain Bob 
503 286-3446 
captbald@aol.com 
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LOG OF THE PACIFIC ROSE 

February 2005 
 
As illustrated in last month's log, the Dragon certainly won 
most of the month, but once underway, we found his power 
diminished.  As happened last year, our Bahamas crossing 
had a few weather delays.  We had a couple of days R and 
R by going into a marina in Miami.  It happened to be 
during the two coldest days of winter so we appreciated 
having shore power and using our heating system.  We had 
fun walking around South Beach.  The diversity of people, 
cultures, music and fashion is wide.  We had lunch in one 
of the many sidewalk restaurants that border the beachfront 
road so sat front row center for the viewing. 
 

It was good to get back out cruising, and our flotilla of ten 
boats raised anchor from Cape Florida at first light.  The 
Atlantic Gulf Stream crossing was a bit bumpy but not too 
bad.  The water is around 2,000 feet deep and falls to 
about 20 feet once the Bahama Bank is reached. This is 
one-third of the distance to Nassau.  We raised our 
quarantine flag at this point and once past Bimini, 
continued along "the banks".  It became a strange 
sensation to be sitting in a turquoise body of water the 
circumference of which was simply the sky blue horizon, all 
360 degrees of it.  Seeing other masts dot the water was 
comforting.  We carried on through the night as there was a 
full moon lighting the watery highway.  Once it set about 1 
a.m. however, it was a very dark motor sail until daylight.  
We'd see the anchor lights of other cruiser boats whose 
captains had decided to drop the hook for the night and 
continue the crossing the next day.  Our choice allowed us 
to arrive in Nassau in daylight, for us a preferred time.  We 
did have to slow to 2 knots at 2 am while John used our 
nifty Lambita pump to transfer diesel fuel from the jerry jugs 
to the tank.  When that job was completed, the GPS 
gremlins worried us when they went to work stealing our 
electronic information.  Fortunately they returned it after a 
short time and we continued through the night.  Dawn was 
beautiful, the seas were calm and the sun rose higher and 
brighter as the morning wore on.  We came into Nassau 
Harbour and anchored in a marina slip 31 hours after 
leaving Miami. 
 
John & Nan Weston  
 

To be continued… 
 

Editors Note:  For those new to our Squadron, Nan & John 
Weston are members (since 1992) who are living their dream to 
sail the oceans.  They have been on their voyage for several years 
now, and continue to stay in touch via their logs. Every now and 
then they return to Vancouver for a few days, often giving us the 
chance to visit with them and view some photos of their ongoing 
adventure. 
 
                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of you are aware of the Power of One campaign – 
each member recruiting another boater into USPS.  
Currently, Fort Vancouver has nine members who have 
recruited at least one other individual to join FVSPS.   
 

The latest example of the Power of One in Fort 
Vancouver occurred at our January class. Lloyd 
Brannon was discussing boating safety with a friend, 
Ken McAllister, and asked him to a Reel People 
breakfast. Lloyd then encouraged Ken and his spouse, 
Liz, to take the January Boat Smart class. He also 
attended the class with them as a proctor.  After they 
had completed the course and passed the exam (with 
flying colors) they decided to join FVSPS.    
 

Our next Boat Smart class will be starting April 4th.  
This is great opportunity to invite another boater to take 
our class, learn about safe boating and the many 
membership benefits of joining Fort Vancouver 
Squadron.  Experience the Power of One!   
 

P/D/C George Eaton, SN 
Membership Committee 
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We’ll need to exercise our imaginations for this report 
of Fort Vancouver Sails activities, because some 
events have not occurred as this is written, but will 
have taken place when you read this.  
 

For instance, our First Annual Ft. Vancouver Sails 
Rendezvous at Riverhouse Moorage in Hayden Bay on 
Saturday, April 2nd, was a great success (that doesn’t 
take much imagination) and it’s something we’ll want to 
do again, at least annually. Among our fleet, we have 
at least one refurbished all-wood boat, a catamaran, 
and a variety of sailboats ranging from just over 10’ to 
40 feet, plus. That’s a skimpy description of our 
member’s boats, and that’s the primary rationale for 
our Rendezvous; it’s an opportunity for us to tour the 
sailboats of other Sails members, and to pick up ideas 
that might be applicable to our own boats. Zack 
Zachariasen hung up his fishing pole long enough to 
conduct Vessel Safety Checks for any sailor who 
wanted one. Hopefully, Zack was able to get his 
minimum quota of 5 inspections on that one outing.  
 

Ed Bettencourt – our FVSPS Webmaster – has done 
an outstanding job of creating Web pages for specific-
interest groups, such as Reel People, Lady Skippers, 
and, of course, Fort Vancouver Sails. If you haven’t 
already seen the pages, you can find Sails at 
http://www.usps.org/lc/ftvan/ 
 

Upcoming events include “The Parade of Bands” in 
Hazel Dell that Bob Cravens in working hard on, and 
our “Surplus Sailing Stuff Sale” in conjunction with the 
Lady Skippers. 
 

Bill Bland 
360 254-3960 
wcbland@comcast.net����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON 

BOAT SMART SAFETY COURSE 
 

WHEN:  April 4th, 7th, 11th and 14th  
 

WHERE: International Air Academy 
2901 E. Mill Plain, Rm 107, Vanc 
 

TIME:  7-9PM 
 

COST:  $30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY 
  No charge for instruction 
 

 
WHEN:  May 2nd, 5th, 9th and 12th   
 

WHERE: Dolphin Yacht Club 
Port of Camas/Washougal 
 

TIME:  7-9PM 
 

COST:  $30 FOR MATERIALS ONLY 
  No charge for instruction 
 
 
CONTACT:  Kathy Kolstad – 360 837-3702 
  George Eaton – 503 289-1584 
   


�������
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Recommend the Boat Smart Class to Someone Today! 
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As an “end-of-year” celebration for the District 32 
Cooperative Charting accomplishments, Squadron 
members from St Helens, Beaverton, Willamette 
River and Fort Vancouver got together  to learn and 
share in a bit of Pacific Northwest history.   
 

On a hillside, in a small Oregon State park, situated 
just off of Skyline Boulevard is a point where the 
Willamette Meridian and the Willamette Baseline 
meet, known as the Willamette Stone.  Reference to 
this point appears on every map and deed for the 
states of Oregon and Washington.  From the 
Willamette Stone every survey monument in the two 
states is referenced.  “Every timber claim, every 
township and section, every mineral survey, the plat 
of every town and city, gets its legal description, its 
integrity of title from this pin-point on the earth’s 
surface.”  
 

Those who attended: Cindy Nielsen, Dick Coovert, 
Rick Rafferty, Mac McConnell, Ron Holeman, and 
Bob Cravens had the opportunity to listen to SHSPS 
member Marc Thomas, the BLM representative, who 
spoke for 40 minutes about the history and the 
importance of the Willamette Stone, and answered all 
of our questions....  like what is a "solar compass"..?   
 

Maps and notes from the Expedition of Discovery, the 
Lewis and Clark journey, played a significant role in 
the decision of where to place the survey reference 
point.  In June 1851, John B. Preston, U.S. Surveyor 
General for the Oregon Territory, drove a cedar stake 
in the ground to monument the initial point.  On July 5, 
1885, L.C. Walker, the Washington County Surveyor, 
replaced the wood stake with a stone marker, which 
later became known as the Willamette Stone.  By the 
way the name of the park is Willamette-Meridian Park. 
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�
Chairman, Ron Holeman 

360 750-5766 

�
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Registrations Can Be Made Now 
 

For Registrations Forms 
Visit the GB2005 Website 

http://usps.org/lc/d32/gb2005.htm 
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What is your life worth?  If you don’t know ask 
your spouse, children, parents, siblings, or friends. 

 

If you are not wearing your PFD at all times while 
underway, and when engaged in docking and 
anchoring activities, perhaps you need to 
purchase one that you will wear. 
 

The new manual and automatically inflatable 
PFD’s are lightweight, comfortable and offer 
maximum mobility with minimum bulk. 
 

Our primary purpose as members of the United 
States Power Squadrons is to promote safe 
boating.  We can and should set the example for 
others to follow. Get a PFD that fits and is 
comfortable and be smart… 
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Learn how fires respond in enclosed spaces, 
(such as under hatches in engine compartments) 
and how to fight them. Tailored toward boats and 
fuel fires, this short class will include a practical 
hands-on demonstration where you’ll be able to 
use different extinguisher types to actually 
attempt to put out fires in a safe environment.    
 

Participants must RSVP for this event 
 

Contact: Bob Baldwin at 503-286-3446 
or Bob Cravens at 360-694-0434 
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For  Sale 

MINN KOTA BOW MOUNT TROLLING MOTOR, 12 volt, 42 
lbs of thrust.  Used 20 hours.  Asking $300.00 OBO. Call MONTY 
BONNER - 360-326-3133 

�
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25’ 1976 Carver Cruiser 

and Adjustable Trailer 
 

������������	�����
�����
	�
�

$7,000  OBO 
Call Ruby Bye @ 360 256-1042 
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2003 model, bought as new in 2004 
 

o 4.3 V6, I/O with Volvo Penta outdrive 
o 195 hp - can easily do 60 mph. 

 

o 2 captains swivel chairs 
o wrap-around bench seat 

 

Beautiful plum/white hull with plum/gold decals 
Matching painted trailer 

�
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FVPS Caps……………………………...  $11.00 
FVPS Burgee…………………………..   $19.50 
Magnetic Burgee………………………   $  5.00 
D-32 Patch……………………………..   $  2.50 
USPS Uniforms & Accessories………   (Call) 

 

Price Includes Sales Tax 
Visit your local marine store for USPS Ensign 

 

To Place Your Order Call; 
P/C Bill Hall, AP at 360 574-2647�



 

                                                                                                                                                   
SQUADRON OFFICERS 

 

COMMANDER: Larry Snyder, P .................................................................................503 737-1509 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Bob Cravens, JN. ...................................................................360 694-0434 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: Stafford Campbell, P. .....................................................360 574-8998 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Steve Zinsmeister, SN .......................................................503 286-5859 
ASST EDUCATIONAL OFFICER: Bob Pelayo, AP .........................................................360 750-6779 
SECRETARY: BJ Pelayo. ..........................................................................................360 750-6779 
TREASURER: Paula Zellers, AP............................................................................... 360-571-8120 
 

PUBLIC BOATING CHAIR: Kathy Kolstad, AP…………………………………………...360 837-3702 
MEMBER INVOLVEMENT CHAIR: Cristi Wilkins ............................................................503 977-6192 
PORT CAPTAIN: Capt Bob Baldwin, P.......................................................................503 286-3446 
LOOKOUT EDITOR: Kathy Kolstad, AP ......................................................................360 837-3702 
WEBMASTER: Ed Bettencourt...................................................................................360 896-5261 
CALLING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: Mark Blessley, S……………………………………..360 576-8111 
LADY SKIPPER: BJ Pelayo........................................................................................360 750-6779 
SEA SCOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR: Bruce Stoker, S……………….………………………360 571-0620 
 

SQUADRON MEETINGS 
 
Squadron Meetings are on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each month (except June, July & August). 
TIME: 1830.  Location listed below under “Coming Events.” 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 
 
Executive Meetings are on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month at 1900.  Location listed below 
under “Coming Events”. 
 

LADY SKIPPERS MEETINGS  
 
Lady Skippers Meetings held on the SECOND THURSDAY of each month with no meetings in July, 
August & September 

  COMING EVENTS   
 
APR 1-3          SQUADRON CRUISE – Government Island East Dock 
APR 2             FORT VANCOUVER SAILS FLOTILLA OF SHIPS – Hayden Bay to Govt Island, East Dock 
APR 8             THE “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Yankee Pot Roast, Vancouver 
APR 9             CLARK CTY FIRE DEPT, FIRE EXTINGUISHER TRAINING CLASS, Vancouver 
APR 14   LADY SKIPPERS CHANGE OF WATCH LUNCHEON – Waterford at Fairway Village, Vanc 
APR 16           FORT VANCOUVER SAILS – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver 
APR 20           FORT VANCOUVER SQUADRON, GENERAL MEETING/POTLUCK – Clark County PUD  
APR 22           THE “REEL PEOPLE” FISHIN’ BREAKFAST – Yankee Pot Roast, Vancouver 
APR 27           FORT VANCOUVER BRIDGE MEETING – Bill & Alice Hall’s House, Vancouver    
APR 30     FORT VANCOUVER SAILS – Sunrise Bagels, Vancouver  
                   

 “Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessary reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.”    
 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS – DISTRICT 32 



 

FORT VANCOUVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 
DISTRICT 32 – UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS 
 

EDITOR:  KATHY KOLSTAD 
221 KELLETT ROAD 
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LOOKOUT 
A PRIL       NEWSLETTER OF THE FORT V ANCOUVER SAIL &  POWER SQUADRON 2005 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                    
             
 
 
  VISIT THE FORT VANCOUVER POWER SQUADRON WEB PAGE 
                 WWW.USPS.ORG/LOCALUSPS/FTVAN/ 
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